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For Immediate Release
So much more than just bricks and mortar

Torquay Community College (TCC) is the focus of recent national attention when an ITN film about the new school - So much more than just bricks and mortar - was shown at the national Building Schools Exhibition and Conference (BSEC) in London to 5,000 delegates involved in school construction and design.

Torbay was invited by BSEC to be part of the prestigious conference focusing on innovative design, client relationship, project management and value for money. Torquay Community College was hailed as an example of best practice in new school building.

The three minute film, featuring ITN news reporter Jonathan Gibson, explores how the school represents a vision for 21st Century learning that enables the curriculum to design the building of the school, not the other way round, which had been the case with many twentieth century school builds. The film will be used by Torbay Council to show how lessons learnt from the successes of Torquay Community College can be used elsewhere. Pupils at the school took part in the making of the film, and were interviewed about how the new design has helped them enjoy their education more, along with interviews with the architect, project manager, director of children’s services and school principal. 

Gill Battye, Principal of Torquay Community College said: “ We were delighted when we found that TCC had been selected to take part in the film for the BSEC conference, it is a testament to the excellent design and consultation with pupils, staff and parents in designing a 21st Century learning environment to enhance the opportunities for the students at Torquay Community College. I hope that many schools around the country benefit from the lessons we have learnt here in Torbay.”

Councillor Anna Tolchard, Cabinet Member for Children’s Services said: “We were very pleased to take up this offer to be part of the national showcase for best practice in school design. TCC will be seen by leading practitioners and stakeholders in school improvement, once again putting Torbay on the map when it comes to advancing learning opportunities for young people.”

Tim Byles, Chief Executive of Partnerships for Schools, the organisation responsible for delivering the national BSF programme, said: “The BSF programme itself is about more than bricks and mortar – it is about ensuring young people are given every possible opportunity to fulfil their potential and I look forward to following the progress of Torquay Community College.”

-Ends-
For further information please contact: Helena Davison, Communications Officer on 01803 207048.
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