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Budget 2021/2022
BRIXHAM TOWN COUNCIL TIGHTENS ITS BELT IN 2021/22
BUDGET AND PRECEPT ANNOUNCEMENT
Brixhams hard pressed community will be
relieved to discover they will not be hit with a
significant increase in the precept being
levied by the Town Council for 2021/22.
At its Full Council meeting on 18th February
members unanimously agreed to an addition
of just 0.15% above the 2020/21 rate after
many weeks of discussions how the
authority could keep any increase to an
absolute minimum.
The Chair of the Finance and General
Purposes Committee, Councillor Paul
Addison, told the Council that in order to recommend such a small increase
members had examined every possible avenue.
“Over many months BTC developed a limited Coronavirus Recovery Plan that is
consistent with the relatively small amounts of capital that are available, and
members agreed that this should all come together in one pot to be spent on projects
that are of benefit to the whole community”, said Councillor Addison.
“As a result the Grants budget has been considerably cut and recipients in past
years will only be considered in 21/22 if they can present a strong case for funding,
coupled with details of exactly how any support will be spent and up to date financial
information”, he added.
“To ensure fairness across the board, and in recognition that the Town Hall
Regeneration Project is not a priority for the community at the moment, the Council
has also decided not to provide any funding in the budget for 21/22 in order to be
consistent with the removal of automatic support for other organisations”.
“We believe that the budget we have agreed is in the best interests of all of the
community at this most difficult and unprecedented time in its history”.
What’s Inside this issue
• Love Your Brixham Garden Competition 2021
• Brixham Signal Consultation & Survey
• 2021/22 Budget Review
• Whats On Guide
• Town Lengthsmen Update
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Brixham In Bloom 2021
Organised by Brixham In Bloom Group

Love Your Brixham Garden Competition 2021

We realise some people may have been disappointed that we could not run our competition in 2020
and have noticed that for a great many residents their garden as been lavished with attention and
much appreciated during lockdown periods so now is the time to show off all your hard work and
enter the Love your Brixham Garden 2021 competition. Show everyone how much love you give
to yours. Hanging baskets, troughs, gardens large or gardens small, we would love to see them all.
The competition is open to everyone and will be judged in the first week in August, with the
results being announced in late August. We may have to run a Virtual competition if restrictions
are not completely lifted and hope you will bear with us so a contact phone number is essential
please.
Entry is £1 for a private residence and £5 for a Commercial Entry. Entry forms need to be submitted
by 1st July 2020. Keep safe everyone.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Love Your Brixham Garden Competition 2021
Entry form
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………
Contact Phone number………………………………………………………………………………………
Email …….……………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Please tick category Private / Commercial
Please pass this completed form accompanied by the correct amount of entry fee (cash only please)
in a sealed envelope marked LOVE YOUR BRIXHAM GARDEN to Jan at Flour flower in Middle
Street or the post box at Brixham Town Council office before 1 st July, where you can also obtain
additional entry forms.

If you have any queries or require more details please email: brixhaminbloom@gmail.com or phone
07968 091187. We look forward to hearing from you.
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Budget 2021/22
Expenditure Income
General Administration
Audit
Bank Charges
Civic Award
Civic Service
Courses
Election Expenses
Information Technology
Meetings
Member Allowance
Newsletter
Noticeboards
Post and Carriage
Professional Fees
Public Notices
Salaries: Cost of Employment
Stationery
Subscriptions
Travel

£1,760.00
£332.00
£0.00
£0.00
£6,125.00
£0.00
£4,175.00
£120.00
£750.00
£11,825.00
£0.00
£400.00
£1,500.00
£0.00
£215,000.00
£1,500.00
£3,100.00
£400.00
£246,987.00

Community Projects
Grants

£4,000.00

£4,000.00

£51,020.00
£51,020.00

Council Services
Lengthsman
Equipment / Materials
Vehicle Insurance / Maintenance

£2,100.00
£2,937.00
£5,037.00

Premises
Town Hall
Health & Safety / Fire Prevention / Scheduled Inspections
Insurance
Rates
Repairs and Renewals
Service Level Agreements
Utilities
Community and the Environment
Allotments
Community Events
Grants
Seasonal Displays

£242,987.00

£51,020.00

£500.00
£500.00

£4,537.00

£0.00
£4,000.00
£5,514.00
£10,800.00
£22,500.00
£4,100.00
£26,500.00
£73,414.00 £40,000.00

£33,414.00

£2,000.00 £5,600.00
£0.00
£32,500.00
£28,000.00
£62,500.00 £5,600.00
£438,958.00 £50,100.00

Total Budget
Less Reserves

Budget
2021/22

£56,900.00
£388,858.00
£33,640.00
£355,218.00

2021 / 22 PRECEPT
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Brixham Signal Consultation
On the 15th February 2021 at the Community Services Committee meeting Councillors were
asked to review and agree the 2021/22 charging structure and format of this newsletter. The
Brixham Signal was first produced in July 2008 as an eight page black and white newsletter. It has
developed over the years and is now a 24 page newsletter with the front and back pages (inside
and out) as colour.
At the time, the Town Council wanted to apply for Quality Council status and to achieve this, the
Town Council introduced the newsletter as a form of communication to residents. In 2008, the
Council did not have any social media presence or a website of its own. Brixham Town Council
only had a page on Torbay Council’s website.
The Brixham Signal is issued quarterly in the months of January, April, July and October with just
over 10,000 copies being printed and delivered by Royal Mail to all TQ5 residential properties.

Cost to the Council
The 2021/22 draft budget allows for a budget of £11,840 for the Brixham Signal. This is made up
as follows:
Printing

£4,020

Royal Mail delivery

£7,820

Digital Newsletters
The Town Council now has a large social media presence on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
and its own website with a page dedicated to the past and present newsletters. These methods are
used to engage with the community and publicise the Council’s activities.

The benefits of digital newsletters are:


Reduced timeframes resulting in more up to date information in the newsletter.



Reduced costs.



Improving the Councils carbon footprint and therefore helping the environment.



The newsletter will reach the residents who want to read it.



Every page can be full colour.



Email contacts, websites etc can be presented as clickable links, making it easier to access
internet content and service providers.



By moving to a digital version, the Council could consider issuing additional newsletters
throughout the year. This can either by done on an adhoc basis known as “special issues” or
increase from quarterly to bi-monthly with fewer pages but more up to date information

At the committee meeting it was resolved that Brixham Town Council carry out consultations in this
and the July editions asking you the readers your thoughts and views of the current format of the
Signal taking into consideration the cost in producing and delivering it.
Please complete our survey on page 5 and return it to;
Brixham Town Council
Town Hall, New Road
Brixham
TQ5 8TA
Or email to; info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Alternatively you can go online and complete the survey there at
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers.

Call our Engineer to
book the new
mobile home
scooter servicing
and repairs facility.
Hassle Free, direct to
your door, Sales and
Advice on all mobility
products available.

Cavendish Healthcare Ltd
01803 220378

6

Brixham Future CIC
Despite COVID 19 we continue to work on hoping for better times ahead.
Back to 1940s Event
The `Back to the 1940s` planned 60 FREE public events to mark the 75th Anniversary of VE Day
but had to be cancelled last year. We are considering delivering some events towards the end of
2021, if feasible.
WW2 Shadows artwork
The establishment of a second artwork to mark the 75th Anniversary of the end of WW2 was also
delayed due to COVID 19. We still have to raise the £2,000 required. In the 1939-1945 WW2
conflict, over 63 Million people died (with circa 3 times injured or disabled) and many more
suffered bereavement and loss. Over 125 local Brixham people were killed (over 400,000
nationally). It was the greatest catastrophe in recorded human history.
Internment Ground
The COVID 19 pandemic has highlighted the need for a new Brixham Internment ground. Grieving
relatives have to travel elsewhere for services and visit graves. This adds to the grieving trauma. It
is particularly difficult when transport links are poor or interrupted. We have examined the
feasibility of providing facilities locally. The major obstacle is a suitable green field site that meets
the necessary requirement. We would be delighted to hear from anyone who has any contacts or
information that may be useful .
New Murals
High quality wall murals make neglected wall space attractive, add to the artistic heritage of our
town. We believe such low cost, quick win micro-regeneration projects help attract future
investment, promote foot-fall in our town centre and encourage pride in places. If anyone has
ownership or know of spaces that would benefit from a new wall mural please contact us.
The Elizabethans Project
The government have announced major celebrations in June next year to mark the 70 years since
the coronation of Her Majesty Elizabeth 2. We are developing a project to mark the extraordinary
human progress during her era. We would welcome new members to our new working Party for
the occasion.
Brixham Lottery
We have now issued our third Lottery Ticket -1st Prize Electric Bike or £1,000 to be drawn on 16th
May 2021! So plenty of time! These tickets (price £5) make excellent card presents for any
occasion and are available from the following :
Middle Street: Chris Slack, Photographer. Lynne Peets, Colours of Brixham. Jan & Dave, Crafty
Cwtch café. Michelle, Shells Hairdresser. Sean Glover, Gentleman`s barbers.
Fore Street: The Chart Room First Class Coffee Lounge, Dobles Jewellers, Costa Coffee, Trinity
Cakes or you can order by phone 01803 852270 leaving details so we can post to you. The odds
are great.
Volunteers and new Board Members. Are you willing to contribute time to your community? We
would be delighted to hear from you. Just give us a call or email us. John Brennan, Chair, Brixham
Future CIC, johnjosephmbrennan@hotmail.co.uk, telephone 01803 852270
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Helpful Contact Numbers
Emergency Services

999

Other

Action Fraud

0300 1232040

07776 365442

Anti Terrorist Hotline

0800 789321

Brixham Chamber Commerce:
rotarybrixham@gmail.com

Crime Stoppers

0800 555111

01803 211211

Devon and Cornwall Police

101

English Riviera Tourist
Company

Victim Support

0845 3030900

NSPCC Helpline

0808 8005000

Devon & Somerset Fire and
Rescue Service (not 24/7)

01392 872200

RSPCA

0300 1234999

Torbay Wildlife Rescue Centre

01803 557624

Torbay Coast and Countryside
Trust

01803 520022

Healthcare

MIU (Totnes)

01803 862622

MP’s

MIU (Newton Abbot)

01626 324500

Compass House Medical
Centre

01803 855897

NHS

111

Mayfield Medical Centre

01803 495400

Totnes Constituency
Anthony Mangnall MP
Constituency Office
Conservative Club, Station
Road, Totnes TQ9 5HW

Dentist (Emergency Out of
Hours)

0333 063300

Community Dental Service

01803 21777

Brixham Dental Practice

01803 853980

Smiles Ahead

01803 857606

BUPA Dental Care

01803 858392

01803 868378

anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk
Torbay Constituency
Kevin Foster MP
Constituency Office
5-7 East Street
Torquay TQ2 5SD

01803 214989

kevin.foster.mp@parliament.uk
Torbay Ward Councillor Contact Details

Support
Alcoholics Anonymous

0800 9177650

Furzeham with Summercombe Ward

Citizen Advice

03444 111444

01803 854928

Samaritans

116 123

Cllr Vic Ellery
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
vic.ellery@torbay.gov.uk
Cllr Mike Morey
37a Pillar Avenue,
Brixham, TQ5 8LF
mike.morey@torbay.gov.uk

01803 853316

Torbay Council
General

01803 201201

Connections

01803 207201

Dog Warden

01803 208091

Brixham Harbour Office

01803 853321

Highways

01803 207740

Housing

01803 208723

TOR2

01803 701316

Emergency Out of Hours

01803 550405

01803 851255
Cllr Jackie Stockman
Winsome,
Higher Furzeham Rd,TQ5 8QP
jackie.stockman@torbay.gov.uk
St. Mary’s with Summercombe Ward

Utilities (Emergency)
Floodline

0800 807060

British Gas

0800 111 999

South West Water

0800 1691144

Western Power

0800 365900
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Cllr Celia Brown
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
celia.brown@torbay.gov.uk

07577 030630

Cllr Terry Manning
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
terry.manning@torbay.gov.uk

01803 859427
Or
07547 831814

What’s On in Brixham
Due to Covid restrictions, we recommend you contact organisations first
Organisation

Location

Time

Contact

Details

Brixham Town Band Brixham College
Music Dept.

7.45pm

01803 853539

Practice Session
Mon & Thurs Online

Visual Eyes Torbay

United Reformed
Church

2pm-4pm

07951 659514

1st Monday of month

Youth Genesis

The Place

7pm-9pm

Michelle
07909 915267

Youth Drop in for 1118 years (Term Time)

Brixham Rugby
Club

7.30pm-9.30pm

01803 431560

Demo evening. 3rd
Tuesday of month

Monday

Tuesday

Brixham Art Society

Brixham Detachment of Devon Army
Cadet Force

Laura 07715 332721
dalesandro@armymail.mod.uk

Brixham Harriers
Running Club

Meet: Admiral
6.45pm
Swimming Centre

01803 850566

Brixham Harmony

Catholic Church
Hall

1.30pm-3.30pm

01803 862246

Brixham Ladies
Forum

Catholic Church
Hall

10am

01803 854928

Alternative Tuesdays

Brixham Means
Business

Berry Head Hotel 7.30am-9am

01803 855210

Last Tuesday of
month

Brixham Rotary Club Brixham Cricket
Club

6.45pm

2nd, 4th & 5th
Tuesday of month

Brixham Stroke
Association

United Reformed
Church

2pm

01803 882269

Alternative Tuesdays

Brixham U3A

Brixham Rugby
Club

1.30pm

01803 857929

2nd Tuesday of
month

Chess Club

Conservative
Club

7pm

01803 854409

Community Music

The Edge

Mensheds

The Edge

Quay Harmony
Ladies Choir

United Reformed
Church

Royal Naval
Association

Brixham Rugby
Club

01803 851414
11am-4pm

01803 883794
Janet
01803 851991

8pm

01803 857947

Serenty’s Garden
Higher Brixham
Development Circles Community
Centre

7.30pm-9.30pm

01803 857870

Veteran Seafarers
Association

2pm

Alan
01803 854990

United Reformed
Church

2nd Tuesday of
month. £2.
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1st Tuesday of month

What’s On in Brixham
Organisation
Wednesday
Memory Café

Location

Time

Contact

Details

(Due to Coronavirus, we recommend you contact organisations first.)
United Reformed
Church

Brixham Horticultural Catholic Church
Society
Hall

1.30pm

07803 115828

Atlas Care

2pm

01803 853539

1st Wednesday of
month. Not January.

Riviera Singers
Ladies Choir

Methodist Church 7.30pm
Hall

Chris
01803 883886

Torbay Owls and
Company

Galmpton Village
Institute

7pm

01803 853453

Ballroom &
Sequence Dancing

Catholic Church
Hall

1.30pm-3.30pm

Bell Ringing

St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm-9pm

Guy on 07764 344694

Brixham Blues Club

The Old Coaching 8.30pm-11pm
Inn

01803 855256

Brixham Harriers
Running Club

Meet: Admiral
6.45pm
Swimming Centre

01803 850566

Brixham Orpheus
Male Voice Choir

Methodist Church 7.15pm to
Hall
9.00pm

Contact David Brown on 01803 361294
or 01803 445130

Brixham Probus
Club

Catholic Church
Hall

01803 854191 or 01803 883087

Last Wednesday of
month

Thursday

9.30am

4th Thursday of
month

Brixham Town Band Brixham College
Music Dept

6.30pm Training Dave Phillips
Band
01803 853539
7.45pm Main
Band

Brixham Women’s
Institute

Brixham Rugby
Club

2.15pm

Tina
01803 854486

Mensheds

The Edge

11am-4pm

01803 883794

Soroptimists

Brixham Rugby
Club

7.30pm

2nd Thursday of
month

3rd Thursday of
month (except Aug)
1st & 3rd Thursday of
month (except Aug)

Friday
Brixham TT Club
Youth Genesis

7pm

Mr Pengelly
07778 287387

Alternative Fridays

Streetbase Youth 7pm-9pm
Work Team &
The Place

Michelle
07909 915267

Term Time & Youth
Drop in for 11-18
years.

Brixham C of E
School Hall

Bryan
bryanpitman33@btinternet.com

Saturday
Brixham Rugby
Cubs

10am (3-4yrs)
11am (5-6 yrs)

To list your event in the Signal, please ensure it is listed on the Events calendar on our
website www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/eventslist.php
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Brixham Town Council Contact Details
Furzeham with Summercombe Ward
Paul Addison
07815 854765
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, paul.addison@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
David Giles
2 Elizabeth Avenue, Brixham TQ5 0AY

01803 469248
david.giles@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Richard Haddock
1 Bourne Court, Brixham TQ5 0RN

01803 857826 (evenings only)
richard.haddock@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Susan Laurie
07557 802870
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, susan.laurie@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Jill Regan
Flat 3, Trevelyan Court, Church Street, Brixham
TQ5 8HQ

07991 151764
jill.regan@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

David Blackmore
07971 911059
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, david.blackmore@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Dean Hannaby
07788 218426
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, dean.hannaby@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
St. Peter’s with St. Mary’s Ward
Eleanor Hoggart
35 Great Rea Road, Brixham TQ5 9SW

01803 856135
eleanor.hoggart@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Steve Leech
07981 265575
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, steve.leech@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Anne Massey
01803 855256
Berry House, 57a Berry Head Road, Brixham TQ5 anne.massey@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
9AA
Dawn Borthwick
07922 070990
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, dawn.borthwick@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Office
Brixham Town Council Staff

Social Media

Tracy Hallett: Town Clerk
Linda McGuirk: Deputy Town Clerk
Simon Hiatt: Administration Assistant
Liz McCusker: Receptionist/Information Assistant

You can follow the Town Council (brixhamtc) on
Twitter, Linkedin, Facebook & Instagram

Address
First Floor, Brixham Town Hall, New Road,
Brixham , Devon, TQ5 8TA
01803 859678, available 9am—3pm

info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Office Open to the Public by appointment
only: (subject to COVID restrictions)
Visit our website for up to date information
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TCDT Update

As we come into the Spring and the Lockdown restrictions begin to ease, some of us are facing
new challenges, trying to find our way back into our communities beyond the confines enforced by
our Government pandemic restrictions. Returning back to some kind of normality is exciting in so
many ways, appreciating just doing normal things like going out to eat, meeting up with friends and
family, and at the same time this transition while the Coronavirus fear is still very much in our lives
and has the potential to continue adding a sense of anxiety to many peoples lives, uncertainty can
breed anxiety, also excepting things might not ever go back to where we were before this started.
Here are some steps to hopefully make this transition less stressful;
Accepting the situation
The most kindest aware steps you could take is acknowledging that your feelings are ok and to
understand that this is a natural response to unprecedented times.
Patients and a gentle approach
For those who are feeling nervous and anxious at the prospect of everyday routines starting again,
taking gradual and gentle changes can make the process far more comfortable. This could include
taking a longer trip to the shops, start meeting up with friends for outdoor activities, everything you
used to do might feel uncomfortable, unusual and scary, so take small steps by slowly building up
your lives again. Enjoy networking with your friends and families again, slowly stepping out of your
bubbles and connecting in person again.
Focus on the present moment
As we know trying to work out how we move forward and not knowing how our futures are going to
unfold its very important to stay mindful and not to worry about what we cannot control, with the
Government having to react to everchanging data, its easy to get caught up with thoughts of the
future.
So keep getting out in nature, grounding yourself and keep practicing deep breathing, exercising,
mediations and eating healthy fresh foods, this will help.
Celebrate the good things in life
Look around you, see the positives in your lives, enjoy the people you share your life with. This
period has brought the opportunity to reflect on our lives and values and this could be the time to
make positive changes in our own life and communities.
And always remember to be loving and kind, it goes along way.
By Victoria Campbell your Community Builder
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Brixham Heritage Museum
WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR FAMILY HISTORY
RESEARCHED?
For a donation of just £30, Brixham Heritage Museum’s experienced
volunteer researchers offer a minimum two hour search for your
ancestors.
We will look for your personal family tree lineage giving you names,
occupations, addresses, birth, marriage and death details. Our research
covers all of the United Kingdom and of course our archives hold
extensive records covering Brixham families.
The museum is a registered charity, number 306633, so all monies raised go to supporting the
upkeep of the museum.
If you would like to use our service please contact us on 01803 856267 or email us at family.
History@brixhamheritage.org.uk and one of our team will be in touch.
BOLTON CROSS, BRIXHAM, TQ5 8LZ. TEL: 01803 856 267.
EMAIL: mail@brixhamheritage.org.uk

Don’t forget to mention the Signal when contacting our advertisers!

PROPERTY REPAIRS
D.M.EDWARDS EST 1984
Local trader established for over 30 years, trusted and
reliable. Call now with confidence.
Specialising in: Gutter/fascia replacement, maintenance
and cleaning. Joinery. Glazing. All single storey roofing
works i.e. bungalows, garages, outbuildings undertaken.
Two storey only with scaffold aid.
Holiday home maintenance a speciality.
No job too small Ÿ No call out charge Ÿ No VAT
Tip the scales in your favour choose a reputable trader.

DAVE EDWARDS 07713 636251 or
C5dmedwards@gmail.com
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Brixham Rotary Club Help Local Schools
THE ROTARY CLUB OF BRIXHAM IDENTIFIED A NEED TO
HELP LOCAL SCHOOLS WITH THEIR ABILITY TO TEACH
CHILDREN ONLINE DURING THE COVID LOCKDOWN AND
SO FAR HAS HELPED FOUR ESTABLISHMENTS
The Brixham Rotary Club approached local schools and colleges to see if there was any equipment
that they required to help with home schooling at this particularly difficult time of a Covid-19
lockdown. Knowing that many schools have the children of essential workers still attending while
others are taking lessons online at home, many schools seek duplicate equipment as some
teachers are teaching from home themselves and the equipment they have is mainly classroom
based. President, Adrian Laurie, said “We had an immediate response from 5 schools and who we
were able to assist. Eden Park School requested Items such as triangular white boards, white board
pens, flipcharts with flipchart paper and pens. Margaret Clitheroe School asked us to supply an
easel whiteboard for their art lessons and Brixham C of E Primary school required funds for the
purchase of a couple of Chrome Books. A similar request was received from Furzeham school and
the Rotary Club were also able to help them with this. The remaining school we assisted was
Galmpton School who asked for ‘TalkTime’ writing and recording cards for a year group, these
record and play back in high quality, so can be used for phonic work. ”
The President continued, “I would like to thank Rotarian David Sharpe for contacting the schools in
this respect and arranging so quickly for the funds to be available for the purchase of these
essential items. The Brixham Rotary club would like to raise further funds to support their schools
appeal and will be posting the means by which donations can be made on their Facebook page and
website, www.brixhamrotary.org ”.

Brixham Theatre Poetry Competition
Well, what a success! We received fifty-nine entries. There were poems as diverse as love at first
sight for a Guernsey cow and love for an unborn child growing in the womb. We had a poem about
a renewed offer of marriage combined with congratulations on the recent large lottery win of the
writer’s ex-girlfriend. There were poems that explored vanity and self-love; poems of longing and
regret; funny poems, sad poems, deeply searching poems and many tongue-in-cheek creations.
So much outpouring of personal emotion and experience. One unexpected bonus was the number
of poets who had decided to include an accompanying footnote explaining why they had written
their poem, what their inspiration had been. Many also expressed their gratitude for the
opportunity to address often painful memories and disturbing issues. Some told of how helpful and
cathartic the process had turned out to be. To read this was extremely humbling.
As word spread, leaders of book clubs passed the information on to their group. Lynn Moore,
acting chair of Brixham U3A, made sure an announcement appeared in her monthly newsletter to
members. Other organisations such as Brixham Stronger Together and the Friends of Brixham
Library also played their part. It really was a local, community effort. Other publicity came in the
form of mentions or articles in local press and radio. A special thankyou to Torbay Weekly, Riviera
and Palm radio stations and to BBC Radio Devon. Both judges, Patricia Oxley, general editor of
Acumen Literary Journal and me, Senga Wallace Roche, theatre historian, thoroughly enjoyed
reading the poems. Choosing winners was not a simple task. It may be worth noting, when Pauline
Smith, volunteer co-ordinator for the theatre, took part in the live BBC radio interview with David
Fitzgerald, she observed that all the entrants were winners for simply going to the trouble of writing
something and participating. However, winners there are.
First prize is awarded to Catherine Carter for To a love, lost at sea. Second prize goes to Helen
Boyles for A Wedding in Winter. Third prize is given to Helen Ashley for And then… .
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Brixham Town Hall

Facilities for Hire @ the Town Hall

Our meeting rooms and events spaces located in the Town Hall provide the perfect
setting from informal or formal meetings. COVID safe, we are able to accommodate
groups of up to 10 people for work / educational meetings.
Our Scala Hall is the perfect venue for;





Farmers Markets
Craft Fairs / Exhibitions
Weddings Fayres
Table top / indoor boot sales

With a COVID safe capacity of between 20—30 stalls, for more information, call
01803 859678 or visit www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/facilitiesforhire
Brixham Does Care - Your Local Befriending Charity

Serving the Brixham Community for over 40 Years - Founded 1978
Unfortunately, due to coronavirus our groups and café are closed. We are monitoring
government guidelines and will open as soon as it is safe to do so. Normally our charity
shop is open at the Town Hall, Monday to Friday between 10am and 3pm. We are
continuing to provide a service in the TQ5 area for people who are isolated, housebound or
vulnerable. During the crisis, we have adapted our services to ensure everyone has accessible
support whilst in lockdown. We have supported an average of 226 Brixham people every week,
collecting and delivering over 1200 prescriptions to those shielding (up to 12/02/21). We have also
worked with local businesses and organisations to collect food and medical supplies, for example.
When we reopen, we are reliant on the help of our volunteers, if you are interested in becoming a
volunteer and have some time to give, please call for an informal chat as we have many varied
roles in our Cafe, Shop, Drivers and Befrienders.
For further information on groups and events at Brixham Does Care, please call 857727, check out
our website, www.brixhamdoescare.co.uk or follow us on Facebook @brixhamdoescare

Assisted Gardening Scheme Update
Now that the Government have published their Covid-19 Spring roadmap on the lifting of
restrictions, it is anticipated to restart the scheme soon. The scheme is an extension of the
Lengthsman programme and is aimed at providing rudimentary gardening assistance for disabled
persons or elderly residents who are over the age of 70 and do not have an able bodied person
living on their premises or access to any other similar scheme that may
be provided by a Landlord. Assistance will be available at a rate of £10
for the first hour with an additional £5 per hour for any additional work,
with a minimum of one to a maximum of 10 hours per annum for each
household that registers with Brixham Town Council for any work to be
carried out.
If you have already registered for this scheme, you do not need to do
anything. We will be in contact with you soon.
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BRIXHAM THEATRE PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
Events at the Theatre have been temporarily suspended due to
Coronavirus and the advice from Government. Brixham Theatre CIO are
continuing to monitor developments and will update media sources if there
are any changes. In the meantime, improvements have been made to the
front of the theatre, carpets in the auditorium have been cleaned, areas
redecorated, window dressings updated, new lighting and sound equipment
installed, free Wi-Fi now covering all areas occupied by the theatre.

Brixham Foodbank

We are open Monday and Friday each week between 2pm and 4pm and are located in the Torbay
Room at the rear of Brixham Town Hall. Entrance is via the wrought iron gate at the front of the
Town Hall.
Social distancing measures have been put in place and we would appreciate it
if all visitors adhered to the instructions to ensure volunteers and visitors keep
safe.
Donations of non perishable foods and toiletries can be made during these
times or you can visit one of our drop of points which include: Co-op (top of
Fore Street), Tesco, Compass House Medial Centres, Sainsburys (New
Road), Costcutters (Pillar Avenue), Galmpton Post office, Brixham Library and
Brixham Town Council.

Calendar of Town Council Meetings
7th April 2021

Finance & General Purposes Committee

2pm start

8th April 2021

Evaluation Committee

2pm start

12th April 2021

Planning & Regeneration Committee

2pm start

29th April 2021

Full Council Meeting

2pm start

3rd May 2021

Planning & Regeneration Committee

2pm start

5th May 2021

Finance & General Purposes Committee

2pm start

10th May 2021

Community Services Committee

2pm start

20th May 2021

Full Council

2pm start

All meetings will be held virtually until such time that face to face meetings are permitted. The link
to each meeting is published on the agenda which is issued a week prior to the meeting. The full
agenda pack is available to view on the Council website. A copy of the agenda is also available to
view on the Town Council noticeboard at the front of the Town Hall.
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Become a member of Brixham’s first ever Community Owned Co-operative
Many of you will know Oats as the friendly shop on Fore Street selling a range of organic foods,
groceries, supplements, household products with a refill service and a little café.
There are some exciting changes afoot: Due to Alan's retirement and Sally wanting to fulfil her
original dream of Oats being a community project, plans are underway to grow Oats outwards and
into the community.
The new enterprise will be run by Brixham residents.
This will be Brixham’s first ever Community owned and democratically managed venture which is a
very exciting prospect: Community-led economic development!
This year Oats Healthy Living Store will be rebranding as ‘Oats General Store’, revamping the shop
and revitalising our cafe. Our aim is to continue serving our local community by:
providing the widest possible choice of local, healthy and sustainable food
stocking a good variety of organic products
encouraging and supporting local growers, producers and Fair Trade
being a place for meeting, sharing and learning about food
supplying loose products and a re-filling service
offering online shopping and home deliveries
developing a range of affordable essentials
growing a bespoke service to local hospitality and retail businesses
Oats General Store has registered as a Community Benefit Society and membership will be open to
anyone over the age of 16. We'll be launching our community share issue in early 2021. Community
shares are a flexible and effective way to raise finance – benefiting business, investors and the
wider community.
They are an ethical investment which combines community, affordability and sustainability, making
investment accessible and a way of giving people a stake, and say, in what really matters to them.
So, if you want to invest in a growing, local
business and help keep the cornerstone of
healthy living alive in Brixham, now's your
chance to play a part.
To find out more about how you can become
involved,
visit us at: - 13 Fore Street, Brixham, TQ5
8AA
www.oatsofbrixham.co.uk
Email: cbs.oats@hotmail.com
Facebook oatshealthylivingstore
Instagram @oatsgeneralstore
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Connor's Assistance Dog for Tourette's Syndrome
My name is Connor, I'm 19 and I have Tourette's Syndrome, this is an incurable
neuromuscular disease which causes involuntary physical and verbal twitches.
In 2017 I became a Sponsored Professional Sailor with an Olympic ambition,
over the next 2 years I climbed my way up the ranking, finishing as high as 11th
in the UK before I suffered an injury with my knees. Combined with me struggling
with my mental health and twitches, I made the very difficult decision to retire
from this in 2019 .
I have recently been prescribed medication to help my twitches but have also
discovered the possibility of an assistance dog. This is a dog that would go
everywhere with me and help me with my daily tasks like opening and closing
doors as I have great difficulty with due to my twitches, keeping me safe from my impulsive twitches
and helping me breathe when I have tic attacks through deep pressure therapy. Unfortunately, Assistance Dog UK don't currently provide support for those with Tourette's Syndrome but it has been
proven that they can help a vast amount.
An assistance dog would be perfect to help me with my day to day life, rather than brain surgery
and improve my quality of life. Unfortunately as mentioned above, Assistance Dog UK doesn't fund
this so I am forced to do this myself. I am washing cars and making air fresheners to help raise
money.
As my mental state is worsening with my Tourette's Syndrome, I would like to get a dog and start
the training as soon as possible so I can start enjoying my life again but unfortunately this is extremely expensive. www.gofundme.com/f/connors-tourettes-syndrome-assistance-dog

Council Projects
Cycle Loops
It has been noticed by some of our keen
cyclists that the only available parking in
Brixham is in the Central Car Park, close to
Union Lane. However, with the need to
support and improve the economy in
Brixham, the Town Council agreed in
November to spend £3,000 of its Social
Emergency Fund to provide additional cycle
parking in the Town Centre. A number of sites
have been identified and the Town Council is
working with Torbay Council to seek approval for the installation. The sites include additional cycle
loops, which will be attached to existing bollards as well as wall anchors. We hope by the next
issue, we will have some exciting updates for you!
Floral Displays
Brixham in Bloom recently contacted the Town Council for support on improving the floral display in
the Town Centre to support the In Bloom competition. The Town Council has agreed to support the
group with their gardening competition and purchase floral displays for the Town Hall, improving the
visual appearance on both the New Road and Market Street elevations of the building. But we’re
not stopping there! The Town Council has managed to secure the use of the old poles and baskets
which used to be installed in Fore Street and managed by Torbay Council. There are 10 baskets in
total and it would be fantastic to see these full of bloom too! Middle Street Traders have clubbed
together for their floral displays so if there are businesses that wish to do the same for Fore Street,
please do get in touch at info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk. Wouldn’t it be fantastic to welcome
back our visitors to a beautiful extra colourful Brixham this year?
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Shoalstone Pool
As you are no doubt aware, in February the government produced a "roadmap" out of Covid-19
restrictions. As part of the second stage of this roadmap outdoor swimming pools can re-open from
29th March 2021, subject to constraints such as capacity limits, social distancing, wearing of masks,
etc. The directors of Shoalstone Pool CIC have concluded that opening and operating Shoalstone
pool will only be possible when these restrictions have been fully removed. This decision has been
taken based upon the pool remaining free to use for all without requirement for pre-booking or
distancing within the pool. We do not want to restrict family use or constrain swimmers to lanes. The
government has stated that the 21st of June is the earliest possible date for the removal of such
restrictions.
A question many people have asked mainly through social media has been “what are you doing
about damage to the pool”? At the time of writing this we are taking steps to secure the services of a
contractor to carry out a number of essential repairs to the pool and surrounding infrastructure.

We have had a full structural survey carried out and decisions are imminent on how best we can
secure income for longer term work to ensure the longevity of the pool. We will also get our pool
clean volunteers back on site as soon as we are allowed to do so.
The New Year has seen the work on governance to move Shoalstone from a Community Interest
Company (CIC) to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) get underway. As a CIO we will
have routes to apply for charitable funding that are currently barred to us as a CIC. We expect to
submit our application to the Charity Commission by the end of March 2021, which we hope will be
accepted without challenge (more finger crossing). It is intended that the Friends of Shoalstone
Pool (FoSP) will merge with the CIO to create a single organisation. Anyone who is a member of
FoSP will be invited to continue their membership within the CIO.
Details of how to become a member will be published on our website as soon as the Charity
Commission approves our application.
Hopefully, you all know that we raise funds from a multitude of sources. If you are a local business
owner, please consider having a board at Shoalstone pool publicising your business. Or are you
interested in sponsoring our webcam page? We are sure you’re aware that webcams see a LOT of
traffic and this would be a great place to display your
logo. Contact us to find out more. Your support helps us to
keep the pool open.
Our congratulations to local resident Adam Furneux. His
breath-taking photo of Shoalstone Pool won the 'Youth Your
View' category of the 2020 UK Landscape Photographer of
the Year award.
In conclusion, we thank our loyal volunteers who have
continued to support us even though we have been limited
in how we were able to use them in 2020. We hope that we
will soon be able to welcome back our full team of
volunteers as we greatly appreciate everyone’s particular
contribution.
We look forward to seeing you all at Shoalstone at some
point in 2021.
You can write to us c/o Brixham Town Council, Town
Hall, New Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA
Email us at info@shoalstonepool.com or leave a
message on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
shoalstone/
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Recent Decisions of Brixham Town Council
17th December 2020
Minute 20131 – Council resolved to disband the existing Town Hall Regeneration Working
Group and set up a new one with new terms of reference, to be decided by the Town Hall
Committee at their 1st meeting of 2021. The new working group will look at all aspects including the implications of any sale of (all or part) of the building while protecting the rights of the
tenants.
Minute 20133 – Council resolved to support Shoalstone Pool CIC in their management of the
car park. It was further agreed that the Council should allow the CIC to manage the complex
without too much intervention from BTC.
21st January 2021

Minute 21004 – Council resolved to appoint Councillor Richard Haddock as Vice Chairperson.
Minute 21008 – Council resolved to adopt the Project Assessment and Progression Policy, the
Climate and Environment Policy, the updated Social Emergency Fund and the Emergency

Country Bus Services Update
BRIXHAM TOWN COUNCIL WELCOME LATEST TEMPORARY REPRIEVE FOR LOCAL BUS
SERVICES
News that Torbay Council are to provide support to Country Bus to retain its numbers 15 and 16
services in Brixham until 31st March 2022 have been broadly welcomed by Brixham Town Council.
In a statement released immediately after Torbay’s announcement Councillor David Giles said that
both Councillors and Officers at the Unitary Authority deserve great credit for their achievement in
a very challenging financial environment exacerbated by the ongoing COVID-19 situation.
“Residents in Brixham should be pleased that our local members at Torbay have worked tirelessly
to secure this result, supported by Brixham Town Council and other partners”, he said. “But we also have to recognise that as before this is only a temporary reprieve and that we need to continue
working with Torbay to find long term sustainable answers to our local transport needs that ensure
that our most vulnerable residents can stay connected to their Town Centre and beyond”, he
added.
Town Clerk Tracy Hallett said that a working party that includes Brixham Town Councillors and
several partners have been working for many months towards finding an alternative solution and
will continue their work while the threat of cuts remain, however far in the future they may be at this
point.
“Members and staff have been conducting research, meeting with Torbay Council’s consultants
and officers to discuss our local needs, lobbying Anthony Mangnall MP, who has shared our concerns with the Bus Minister, and examining some local schemes so that when and if the losses
materialise we will be in a position to act quickly”, said Tracy.
“The Council welcomes Torbay’s commitment to developing a strategy to support local routes such
as ours and we will continue to assist officers and councillors in their efforts”, she added.
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Brixham Soroptimists
Brixham Soroptimists have been very busy ladies during the past
12 months. We continue to make heart shaped cushions which are
donated to the Breast Care Unit at Torbay hospital. In the past
months well over 200 cushions have been made at the homes of
members and many patients have expressed their thanks.
We also continue to support a young lady at university in Africa,
Gloria was nominated to us by Lisa’s School, a local based charity
run by Liz Long, family and friends.
To enable us to support our ongoing projects we have held coffee mornings in gardens and at a
beach hut (all socially distanced), had a quiz, raffle and members donated the cost of a hairdressing
appointment to help keep our charity account healthy.
We sent vouchers to ladies at a safe house during Christmas and donated presents for children via
the Salvation Army. Regular donations were made to the food bank and members collected stamps,
bottle tops and crisp packets which were all recycled.
Laywell House residents were each presented with a small gift and card as visitors were unable to
call.
We have been able to hold meetings using Zoom but now there is light at the end of the tunnel, we
look forward to being able to resume our regular fortnightly meetings in person and to get back to
holding many of our popular fund raising events for local charities.

Brixham Fairtrade Working Group
Making mincemeat in December, full of Fairtrade Goodies, and marmalade in January with Fairtrade
sugar, anyone know of Fairtrade Seville oranges?, set me thinking of assigning Fairtrade products
to each month!
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

JANUARY - sugar for marmalade.
FEBRUARY & MARCH - cakes for Valentine's Day with cocoa and sugar, and FT orange
juice to go on your pancakes on Shrove Tuesday.
MARCH & APRIL - chocolate for Easter eggs, and dates which Muslims often use to break
their fast during Ramadan. FT flowers for Mother's Day
MAY - is the month for blossom, so perhaps a time to think of fruit, well perhaps bananas and
grapes (for FT dried fruit & wine) though we'll come to fruit again in the Autumn.
JUNE - hopefully the sun is out so why not enjoy some Ben & Jerry's ice cream - actually we
could enjoy that every month! If you're thinking of a new Summer outfit look for FT cotton and
other fabrics.
JULY - celebrate International 'Chocolate Day' on 7th July. Treat yourself to some chocolate
from Divine, the only chocolate company in the world that is Fairtrade and farmer-owned.
JULY & AUGUST - Summer Holidays so perhaps now is the time to check whether your
holiday location/accommodation uses and sells FT products of all or any sort! (to be continued
in July)
Helen I. Barrett (email:hijeb@tiscali.co.uk; tel: 01083 859852)
Vice-chair Brixham Fairtrade Working Group

Disclaimer

Brixham Town Council is not responsible for any errors, omissions or alterations with regards to
entries in this newsletter. The content, views and opinions of articles do not necessarily represent
the views of Brixham Town Council or the editor. The accuracy of the content in this newsletter is
not guaranteed.
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Town Lengthsmen Update
Since the start of the new year the Lengthsman have
been trying their best to get Brixham looking it’s best. The
weather hasn’t always been on their side with the artic
weather conditions in January and February plus the
seasonal wind and rain, but that hasn’t stopped them
being out and about working hard.
They have been clearing overgrowth and road signs,
hedge cutting, checking on the allotments as well as
getting the endless number of steps cleaned across
Brixham.
In the last Brixham Signal we mentioned transforming the
K6 heritage phone boxes, this work has started, we were
amazed by the layers of paint that has accumulated on
each box, the Lengthsmen have been taking as many
layers as they can off before they repaint and transform
them.
If you are in the vicinity of the kiosks, located on
Edinburgh Road/Rea Barn Road junction, Higher
Ranscombe/Great Rea junction and Pillar Avenue you
will be able to see all the different stages, please note the
Lengthsmen fit this in with all their other work so there is
not daily progress, if you want to be a kiosk guardian
please get in touch by calling 01803 859678 or email
info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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Support Brixham

FISH&CHIPS
64 Bolton Street, Brixham TQ5 9DH
Telephone: 01803 855771 or order online at www.davids-chippy.co.uk

We’re open 7 days a week!

Home delivery available Friday and Saturday evenings.
APRIL MONTHLY OFFER: Chicken Breast Qtr & Chips, with a warm pot of
BBQ sauce £7.50
MAY MONTHLY OFFER: Hake & Chips £7.99
JUNE MONTHLY OFFER: Steak Pasty & Chips £4.99

Like us on Facebook to
hear all our latest offers
and news.
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