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 BRIXHAM SIGNAL 

Brixham Town Council   January 2021         Issue 52 

Community Transport Consultation 

THREAT TO BUS SERVICES LEADS BTC TO CONSIDER POSSIBLE 

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COMMUNITY 

As residents will know Country Bus service numbers 15 and 16 were to have been withdrawn in the 

summer of 2020. In the event Torbay Council were able to provide additional support that enabled 

the services to continue until 31
st
 March 2021, thus buying time for a sustainable solution to be 

found to retain provision beyond that date. 

As we start the New Year, Brixham Town Council is aware that Torbay Council, Anthony Mangnall 

MP and others are all working to retain the services and we are partnering with them to try to 

ensure that this will happen. At the time of writing, however, there is no certainty that our bus 

routes will not be lost and BTC is determined to do all that it can to find a local solution in the event 

that the worst happens. 

At the time of the original crisis in the summer of 2020 BTC conducted a consultation that also 

considered the loss of the 18A Stagecoach service. At that time 371 Brixham residents responded 

to a question that asked if they were prepared to pay for or contribute to an alternative service in 

the event that it is not possible to come up with a solution that would enable them to continue using 

their Concessionary fares.  

The responses told us that 66 would be prepared to pay a full fare, 205 would be prepared to pay 

something towards a fare, 13 would take part in a subscription service, 50 were not prepared to 

pay for a service and 37 had no strong view or did not know. The Council were greatly encouraged 

by the positivity of the responses that are being utilised to inform its approach should the loss of the 

15 and 16 services be confirmed in the near future. The Council therefore welcomes further input 

from our community at this time on the key questions that 

can be found on page 22. 

Please post your completed questionnaire to; 

Brixham Town Council 

Town Hall, New Road 

Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

Or email to: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Closing Date: 28th February 2021 

What’s Inside this issue  
• Meet Your New Councillors 
• Budget Consultation 2021/22 
• Vice Chair of Brixham Town Council Report 
• Assisted Gardening Scheme Update & Application 
• Town Emergency Plan 
• Community Transport Questionnaire 
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2020 - What A Year! 

When we look back at 2020, how will you remember it? With so many  negatives to reflect we 
thought it would be so much better to look at all of the positives. In lockdown Brixham really pulled 
together in a show of community spirit, here are some of the highlights. 

 

Local Heroes  
 
Launched to celebrate those businesses and 
individuals who went above and beyond during 
lockdown to ensure the residents, especially the 
vulnerable, didn’t go without. We received a large 
number of nominations all of whom were celebrated 
on our social media and presented with a well 
deserved certificate once we were out of lockdown. 

 
Home Delivery Service 
 
With so many shops having to close and with Brixham in lockdown twice, with most residents 
isolating or shielding, we collated a list of businesses who adapted the way they serve the public. 
This list, in partnership with Brixham Chamber of Commerce, is still available via our website as 
many of the businesses continue to offer this invaluable 
service 
 

Virtual Brixham In Bloom 
 
Like many events in 2020, Brixham In Bloom was 
cancelled. Virtual In Bloom was created by the Council so 
that  the green-fingered residents could still show off their 
hard work. All entries as well as the winners were 
published online so everyone could enjoy. 
 

 

 
Shop Local 
 
Once Government guidelines changed, it was time to 
encourage residents and visitors to go out and help 
our businesses recover from the lengthy closure they 
had all experienced. For the week of the 10th to 16th 
August we continually promoted Shop Local, 
highlighting everything that could be bought in 
Brixham. 
 

Tidy Friday 
 
Keep Brixham Beautiful was unable to go ahead and 
that meant we were unable to organise the much 
needed group litter picking events. Once it was safe, 
Tidy Friday was given the green light, and every 
Friday residents were able to visit the Town Hall Car 
Park and go out freely to do their ‘bit’. The Council 
staff and members of Virgin Media also joined in too. 
Thank you everyone who did volunteer and we look 
forward to welcoming you in February when we will 
start the events again. 
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Cllr David Giles, Vice-Chairperson of Brixham Town Council  
2020 A Challenging Year for Brixham 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Who could have imagined at the turn of the New Year into 2020 

that events would conspire to make it the most challenging of    

Brixham Town Council’s existence, and our community as it came 

under attack from an unseen but deadly virus?  

It was a year that ultimately showed off the very essence of the 

kind of community Brixham is, as individuals, groups, organisations 

and businesses joined together to help our most vulnerable        

residents through an unprecedented crisis that is still being felt 

even as this article is being written. 

It was a time when most of us were driven into our homes as the country locked down, and our staff 

at Brixham Town Council were no exception, having to find new ways to manage the affairs of the 

community and the Council from their own properties. Working closely with the newly formed      

Brixham Stronger Together, an amalgamation of several different local groups and organisations, 

and with the local Chamber of Commerce and other partners to develop a Coronavirus Recovery 

Plan for our community, teamwork has been the core principle that drove us all forward to meet the 

challenges of the times. 

All but Full Council meetings were called off and the staff had to seek the views of Councillors via    

e-mails between times. Both of the Council’s Lengthsmen left, one to pursue a long cherished career 

in Education, and the other retiring, and the vacancies were filled in the autumn. 

Unusually, no less than 4 Councillors resigned for one reason or another, and will be greatly missed, 

but by the time you read this all of those places will have been filled by Co-option and the business 

of the Council will continue unimpeded by the losses. 

AND SO TO 2021 

2021 brings new challenges to our community and old ones still to be resolved. BTC recently began 

its pilot Gardening Assistance Scheme and this is already proving hugely popular with the public, 

and the Lengthsmen, who have integrated this work into their duties, have won themselves        

widespread praise and respect for their courtesy and professionalism.  

We hope to confirm the long term retention of the scheme beyond the present pilot stage and make 

it a permanent feature of our provision.  

BTC will continue to work with Brixham Stronger Together and other organisations in order to       

implement as much of the Coronavirus Recovery Plan as possible so that our community comes 

back strongly when the immediate crisis passes. 

Brixham Town Council staff returned to the office in the autumn of 2020 where they are on hand to 

take your calls, and receive your e-mails and post. Visits remain by appointment only until             

restrictions are eased by the Government.  

Councillors can be contacted on the numbers listed on page 11 of this edition with questions or     

issues that are of importance to you. Partnership with the community is the key to Brixham Town 

Council being a body that residents can feel proud to be associated with and we are determined that 

despite the ongoing pandemic we will continue to work with you to build a better Brixham. 
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Brixham Town Council's Budget and Precept Consultation for the financial year 2021/22 is          

presented for your participation during an unprecedented period in the history of our community.  

The backdrop for this year's discussion is the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic that has devastated 

our daily lives and has caused our businesses, organisations and groups much financial hardship, 

forcing a re-assessment of core aims and objectives.  

The same applies to Brixham Town Council, where the members are currently examining all        

aspects of the organisation's finances in order to bring forward a budget that works for the         

community and helps us all to move forward together whatever the future may hold for our town.  

Budget Overview  

The total cost of all the services provided by Brixham Town Council is £1.03 per week for the       

average Brixham household in 2020/21. This is based on a Council Tax D Band property.       

Therefore, many households pay less than this.  

Brixham Town Council delivers community level services such as:  

 

 Brixham Town Council receives funding in the following ways:  

• Precept (council tax) levied on all households  

• Income generated by services such as allotments, room hire and Town Lengthsman services  

• Funding from external grants and other funding sources  

Keeping in touch  

You will find more information on our budget, Strategic plan and services we provide on our website. 

All Town Council agendas and minutes are public and meetings are open to members of the public, 

who are entitled to ask questions at the start of the meeting.  

Responding to the Consultation  

We welcome your comments in this consultation, and the Town Council will consider and vote on its 

final budget in February 2021. Please send your response to info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk or 

post to Brixham Town Hall by 31st January 2021. Each form should be completed by one individual, 

so please feel free to take copies for additional members of your household. If you do not have the 

facility to take copies, please contact the Town Council. This consultation is also available online at 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/VGB9RBB  

YOU ONLY NEED TO COMPLETE THIS FORM IF YOU HAVE NOT COMPLETED THE ONLINE   

VERSION.  

Services  Cost to the Council  

Allotments  £1,500  

Christmas lights  £21,000  

Lanterns, Lights & ‘luminations events  £6,000  

Town Lengthsman Service including Keep Brixham Beautiful and Gardening        

Assistance Scheme  

£57,000  

Grants for community groups and organisations  £80,564  

Supporting youth engagement  £1,000  

Brixham Signal Newsletter  £11,800  

Brixham Town Hall  £39,500 

Budget Consultation 2021/22 
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Budget Consultation 2021/22 Questionnaire 

Service  Priority Rating  

(1 = Top,  5 = 

Low)   

Reason  

Allotments    

Car – charging points, improved road signage 

to car parks  

  

Community Transport    

Cycling – cycle lanes, racks and charging 

points  

  

Floral Displays    

Gardening Assistance Scheme    

Grass / Hedge Cutting    

Grants to organisations to support projects 

that help the Brixham economy  

  

Grants to businesses to improve the visual    

appearance of their shop fronts  

  

Grants to charities to support their core       

financial expenses  

  

Illuminations – all year round illuminations to 

promote the night time economy around the 

harbour  

  

Illuminations – Christmas displays    

Information Point / Tourism Services    

Landscaping and general improved visibility 

of the town  

  

Markets – renew markets in town i.e. street 

markets, fish markets, farmers markets  

  

Solar Powered Bins    

Town Hall Regeneration    

Town Centre Regeneration    

Town Square – Recreating the Town Square 

as a focal point for the town  

  

Youth – supporting schemes to encourage 

local employment  

  

PLEASE READ THE CONSULATION DOCUMENT ON PAGE 4  BEFORE COMPLETING THIS 

FORM  

What is your priority?  

On page 4 we have told you how our budget is spent. Below are a list of services that the Town 

Council either deliver or could deliver. Please tell us which are your top 5 priorities. If your priorities 

are not listed, we have provided space at the end of this form.  
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Are there any services NOT on our list which you would like the Council to start delivering? 

Please list them below.  

 

Are there any services that you would be happy for the Council to STOP supplying? Please 

list them below.  

 

Please provide us with your contact details to validate your response  

 

Thank you for taking part in this consultation.  

Service Priority 

Rating 

(1=Top, 

5=Low) 

Reason 

   

   

   

   

   

Service Reason 

  

  

  

  

  

Name  

House Name or number  

Postcode  

Email address  
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Call our Engineer 

to book the new 

mobile home 

scooter servicing 

and repairs facility. 

 

Hassle Free, direct to your door, 

Sales and Advice on all mobility 

products available. 

 

Cavendish 
Healthcare Ltd 

01803 220378 

Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers. 
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Helpful Contact Numbers 

Emergency Services 999 

Action Fraud 0300 1232040 

Anti Terrorist Hotline 0800 789321 

Crime Stoppers 0800 555111 

Devon and Cornwall Police 101 

Victim Support 0845 3030900 

Devon & Somerset Fire and 
Rescue Service (not 24/7) 

01392 872200 

Healthcare  

MIU (Totnes) 01803 862622 

MIU (Newton Abbot) 01626 324500 

Compass House Medical 
Centre 

01803 855897 

NHS  111 

St. Lukes Medical Centre 01803 495400 

Dentist (Emergency Out of 
Hours) 

0333 063300 

Community Dental Service 01803 21777 

Brixham Dental Practice 01803 853980 

Smiles Ahead 01803 857606 

BUPA Dental Care 01803 858392 

Support  

Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 9177650 

Citizen Advice 03444 111444 

Samaritans 116 123 

Torbay Council  

General 01803 201201 

Connections 01803 207201 

Dog Warden 01803 208091 

Brixham Harbour Office 01803 853321 

Highways 01803 207740 

Housing 01803 208723 

TOR2 01803 701316 

Emergency Out of Hours 01803 550405 

Utilities (Emergency)  

Floodline 0800 807060 

British Gas 0800 111 999 

South West Water 0800 1691144 

Western Power 0800 365900 

Other  

Brixham Chamber Commerce: 
chair@brixhamchamber.co.uk 

 

English Riviera Tourist 
Company 

01803 211211 

NSPCC Helpline  0808 8005000 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Torbay Wildlife Rescue Centre 01803 557624 

Torbay Coast and Countryside 
Trust 

01803 520022 

MP’s  

Totnes Constituency 
Anthony Mangnall MP 
Constituency Office 
Conservative Club, Station 
Road, Totnes  TQ9 5HW 

01803 868378 

anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk  

Torbay Constituency 
Kevin Foster MP 
Constituency Office 
5-7 East Street 
Torquay TQ2 5SD  

01803 214989 

kevin.foster.mp@parliament.uk  

Torbay Ward Councillor Contact Details  

Furzeham with Summercombe Ward  

Cllr Vic Ellery 
C/o Town Hall 
Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
vic.ellery@torbay.gov.uk  

01803 854928 

Cllr Mike Morey  01803 853316 
37a Pillar Avenue, Brixham, TQ5 8LF 
mike.morey@torbay.gov.uk 
 
Cllr Jackie Stockman  01803 851255 
Winsome, Higher Furzeham Road,TQ5 8QP 
jackie.stockman@torbay.gov.uk 

St. Mary’s with Summercombe Ward  

Cllr Celia Brown 
C/o Town Hall 
Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
celia.brown@torbay.gov.uk 

07577 030630 

Cllr Terry Manning 
C/o Town Hall 
Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
terry.manning@torbay.gov.uk 

01803 859427  
Or 
07547 831814 
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What’s On in Brixham 

Organisation Location Time Contact Details 

Monday                           (Due to Coronavirus, we recommend you contact organisations first.) 

Brixham Town Band Brixham College 
Music Dept. 

7.45pm 01803 853539 Practice Session  
Mon & Thurs Online 

Brixham Does Care 
Film Club 

@Function Room, 
Town Hall 

1pm 01803 857727 Tickets: £6.  
Members: £5 
1st Monday of month 

Visual Eyes Torbay United Reformed 
Church 

2pm-4pm 07951 659514 1st Monday of month 

Youth Genesis The Place 7pm-9pm Michelle  
07909 915267 

Youth Drop in for 11-
18 years (Term Time) 

Tuesday  

Brixham Art Society Brixham Rugby 
Club 

7.30pm-9.30pm 01803 431560 Demo evening. 3rd 
Tuesday of month 

Brixham Detachment of Devon Army 
Cadet Force  

 Laura 07715 332721 
dalesandro@armymail.mod.uk  

Brixham Harriers 
Running Club 

Meet: Admiral 
Swimming Centre 

6.45pm 01803 850566  

Brixham Harmony Catholic Church 
Hall 

1.30pm-3.30pm 01803 862246  

Brixham Ladies 
Forum 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

10am 01803 854928 Alternative Tuesdays 

Brixham Means 
Business 

Berry Head Hotel 7.30am-9am 01803 855210 Last Tuesday of 
month 

Brixham Rotary Club Brixham Cricket 
Club 

6.45pm  2nd, 4th & 5th 
Tuesday of month 

Brixham Stroke 
Association 

United Reformed 
Church 

2pm 01803 882269 Alternative Tuesdays 

Brixham U3A Brixham Rugby 
Club 

1.30pm 01803 857929  2nd Tuesday of 
month 

Chess Club Conservative 
Club 

7pm 01803 854409  

Community Music The Edge  01803 851414 2nd Tuesday of 
month. £2. 

Knit and Natter @Function Room, 
Town Hall 

10.30am-
12.30pm 

01803 857727  

Mensheds The Edge 11am-4pm 01803 883794  

Quay Harmony 
Ladies Choir 

United Reformed 
Church 

 Janet  
01803 851991 

 

Royal Naval 
Association 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

8pm 01803 857947 1st Tuesday of month 

Serenty’s Garden 
Development Circles 

Higher Brixham 
Community 
Centre 

7.30pm-9.30pm 01803 857870  

Veteran Seafarers 
Association 

United Reformed 
Church 

2pm Alan 
01803 854990 
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What’s On in Brixham 

Organisation Location Time Contact Details 

Wednesday                     (Due to Coronavirus, we recommend you contact organisations first.) 

Memory Café United Reformed 
Church 

1.30pm 07803 115828 Atlas Care  

Brixham Handbell 
Ringers 

St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm-8.30pm Sue  
07926 971756 

 

Brixham Horticultural 
Society 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

2pm 01803 853539 1st Wednesday of 
month. Not January. 

Riviera Singers 
Ladies Choir 

Methodist Church 
Hall 

7.30pm Chris 
01803 883886 

 

Torbay Owls and 
Company 

Galmpton Village 
Institute 

7pm 01803 853453 Last Wednesday of 
month 

Thursday  

Ballroom & 
Sequence Dancing 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

1.30pm-3.30pm  4th Thursday of 
month 

Bell Ringing St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm-9pm Guy on 07764 344694  

Brixham Blues Club The Old Coaching 
Inn 

8.30pm-11pm 01803 855256 2nd Thursday of 
month 

Brixham Harriers 
Running Club 

Meet: Admiral 
Swimming Centre 

6.45pm 01803 850566  

Brixham Orpheus 
Male Voice Choir   

Methodist Church 
Hall 

7.15pm to 
9.00pm 

Contact David Brown on 01803 361294 
or 01803 445130  

Brixham Probus 
Club 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

9.30am 01803 854191 or 01803 883087  

Brixham Town Band Brixham College 
Music Dept  

6.30pm Training 
Band 
7.45pm Main 
Band 

Dave Phillips 
01803 853539  

 

Brixham Women’s 
Institute 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

2.15pm Tina 
01803 854486 

3rd Thursday of 
month (except Aug) 

Mensheds The Edge 11am-4pm 01803 883794  

Soroptimists Brixham Rugby 
Club 

7.30pm  1st & 3rd Thursday of 
month (except Aug) 

Friday  

Brixham TT Club  7pm Mr Pengelly 
07778 287387 

Alternative Fridays 

Youth Genesis  Streetbase Youth 
Work Team & 
The Place 

7pm-9pm Michelle 
07909 915267 

Term Time & Youth 
Drop in for 11-18 
years. 

Saturday     

Brixham Rugby 
Cubs 

Brixham C of E 
School Hall 

10am (3-4yrs) 
11am (5-6 yrs) 

Bryan 
bryanpitman33@btinternet.com  

To list your event in the Signal, please ensure it is listed on the Events calendar on our  
website www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/eventslist.php 
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Furzeham with Summercombe Ward  

Paul Addison 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07815 854765 
paul.addison@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

David Giles 
2 Elizabeth Avenue, Brixham TQ5 0AY  

01803 469248 
david.giles@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Richard Haddock 
1 Bourne Court, Brixham TQ5 0RN  

01803 857826 (evenings only) 
richard.haddock@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Susan Laurie 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07557 802870 
susan.laurie@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Jill Regan 
Flat 3, Trevelyan Court, Church Street, Brixham 
TQ5 8HQ  

07991 151764 
jill.regan@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

David Blackmore  
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

 
david.blackmore@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

Dean Hannaby 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

 
dean.hannaby@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

St. Peter’s with St. Mary’s Ward  

Ian Carr 
27 Station Hill, Brixham TQ5 8BN  

07411 441469 
ian.carr@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Eleanor Hoggart 
35 Great Rea Road, Brixham TQ5 9SW  

01803 856135 
eleanor.hoggart@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Steve Leech 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07981 265573 
steve.leech@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Anne Massey 
Berry House, 57a Berry Head Road, Brixham TQ5 
9AA  

01803 855256 
anne.massey@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Dawn Borthwick 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

 
dawn.borthwick@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Office  

Brixham Town Council Staff 
 
Tracy Hallett: Town Clerk 
Linda McGuirk: Deputy Town Clerk 
Simon Hiatt: Administration Assistant 
Liz McCusker: Receptionist 
 
Address 
First Floor, Brixham Town Hall, New Road,  
Brixham , Devon, TQ5 8TA 
01803 859678 

Social Media 
 
You can follow the Town Council (brixhamtc) on 
Twitter, Linkedin and Facebook 
 
info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Office Open to the Public by appointment 
only: 
Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm 

Brixham Town Council Contact Details 

http://brixhamtc.jabhosting.co.uk/index.php
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WE ARE BACK! 
 
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL FOR ALL GROUPS. PLEASE 
CONTACT THE CONSULTANT FOR MORE DETAILS. 
 

MONDAY   
Mornings and evening 
Galmpton Football Club, Greenway Road, Galmpton. 
Angela - 07725 469697 
 

TUESDAY 
Mornings 
Christchurch Hall, Paignton 
Suzie 07866 310983 
 
Afternoon and evenings 
Our Lady Star of the Sea Roman Catholic Church  
Hall, New Road Brixham.  Sam 07759 664809 
 
Evening 
Goodrington Methodist church, Goodrington. 
Kerrie - 01803 392034 
 

WEDNESDAY  
Morning 
Goodrington Methodist church, Goodrington. 
Lucy 07950 347313 

Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers. 

 

THURSDAY  
Afternoon/evening 
Brixham Rugby Club. 
Kerrie 01803 392034 
 

FRIDAY  
Morning 
Goodrington Methodist church, 
Goodrington. 
Anna - 07443 488785 
 
 
Separate NEW MEMBER sessions 
available. Contact your local 
consultant for all the details.  
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The 2020 Ceremony was very different to any we 
have held before, but we were determined to do 
what we could do to remember our fallen. Although 
numbers were limited we were able to invite 
Anthony Mangnall MP, Jill Regan (Chairperson of 
Brixham Town Council),  Cllr Anne Brookes (Torbay 
Council) and Cllr Paul Addison (President of the 
Brixham Royal British Legion) to pay their respects.  
 
After the short ceremony the Town Clerk then laid 
all the other wreaths from the organisations that 
were not able to attend. The event was live 
streamed on our social media page and we had people tuning in from as far away as Australia. The 
highlight of the ceremony was the sounding of the horns of the fishing vessels and cruise liners that 
were in the bay, a truly wonderful and memorable moment. 

The Admiral Swimming Centre is ready for 2021 

After being closed twice in 2020 due to COVID the Admiral Swimming Centre is open again.  Why 
not start the New Year with a swim or join one of our aqua activities? Our friendly staff are there to 
help you and explain the steps taken to ensure we are COVID-safe under the current guidelines. 
Please keep an eye on our Facebook page, website www.admiralswimmingcentre.co.uk or phone 
us on 01803 857151 if you need more information.  

While we were closed we received support from the Coronavirus Community Support Fund,       
distributed by The National Lottery Community Fund. This has helped us to pay for our Autumn  
energy bills so we could afford to reopen. 

We have been fortunate to be chosen by the Co-op Local Community Fund. This means Co-op 
members can choose to support us from now until 23 October 2021. To find out how you can do 
this please see https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/44898 and to become a Co-op member see 
https://www.coop.co.uk/membership. We look forward to welcoming you back to the pool. 

Remembrance Service 2020 

Christmas Lights 2020 

Unfortunately due to COVID there was no 

Lanterns, Lights or ‘luminations parade this 

year and no fireworks either.  

But there were some fantastic new displays 

that were switched on early in November 

during Lockdown 2.0 to cheer everyone up. 

They proved a great success and put a much 

needed smile on our faces. 

http://www.admiralswimmingcentre.co.uk
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/44898
https://www.coop.co.uk/membership
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Over the last year we as a community and communities world wide have 
been put into very unusual circumstances. 

Never before throughout history have we had to tuck ourselves away for 
long periods of time and not being able to continue our normal daily 
activities, whatever that entailed. This also sadly meant not being able to 
see family and friends unless they are in your bubble, this can be emotionally upsetting and as a 
consequence can really effect the state of our mental health in a negative way, so being mindful of 
your headspace is very important. 

Going for walks in nature will help ground you and obviously getting plenty of fresh air in to your 
lungs will keep you healthy and just becoming connected to your surroundings feel the ground 
beneath your feet, look around you, take in the scene. Breath deep into your belly, notice each 
process of that breath as it enters the nose and leaves through the nose, pay attention to the spaces 
between the breath. Feel the weather, sunshine, wind, rain, just enjoy it, be in the moment. 

Make sure you also keep your immune system strong by eating fresh food every day, try and avoid 
junk food. Eat foods with lots of vitamin C and D and eat lots of garlic. Talk to someone every day, 
and most importantly don't live in fear, always come from a kind loving place. 

There are many online groups running at the moment, if you are able to access a computer take a 
look you might find something you have never thought about trying before? I have been sharing my 
Yoga classes a couple of times a week on facebook live which you can do for free. 

For information on these on line activities contact, Victoria Campbell 07832781031 
victoriacampbell@torbaycdt.org.uk or, Rosemary Clarke 07703715229 
rosemaryclarke@torbaycdt.org.uk 

Rosemary Clarke and 

Victoria Campbell 

Brixham Fairtrade Working Group 

We have all learnt during the last 9 months how much we depend on each other and how important 
it is to keep supporting each other throughout good and bad times. This applies even more to     
people overseas in developing countries. This story from Traidcraft Exchange illustrates the         
difference Fairtrade can make and how unexpected events can change everything! 
  
Last year, Anjoli did something life changing. 
 
After years of unpaid slave labour, working in landlord’s fields to pay off a debt, she trained as a   
tailor. Her life, in her own words, became a success story. Equipped with a new set of skills, and a 
sewing machine provided by Traidcraft Exchange, she paid off her debt and started to earn for   
herself and her family. But then the pandemic hit… 
 
"We had just finished repaying our entire previous loan through my tailoring work. I thought that I 
would not have to work anymore as a debt bonded labourer on other people's land. I had started 
dreaming, but the coronavirus didn't let my dream come true.” 
 
Traidcraft Exchange is working to support people like Anjoli. In the New Year, we plan to update our 
web-site and produce a leaflet promoting the shops in Brixham that sell Fairtrade products. We can 
do our bit by continuing to buy Fairtrade products from our own shops in Brixham - it makes all the 
difference!! 
 

Helen I Barrett: 01803 859852; email hijeb@tiscali.co.uk  

mailto:victoriacampbell@torbaycdt.org.uk
mailto:rosemaryclarke@torbaycdt.org.uk
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Defeat the Fraudsters 

Fraud is an increasing problem in the UK. The levels of fraud awareness are low. Keeping yourself, 

those you love and the wider community safe, requires an effort from us all.  In the end, it is down to 

us individually and collectively to ensure that fraudsters are deterred caught and punished. We must 

seek to ensure that the elderly and vulnerable groups are as protected as possible. Fraud can 

happen at any time or place to anyone.  

Household Scams 

All buildings will need some form of maintenance at some time. But small jobs need not cost a 

fortune. Fraudsters posing as tradesmen `door knock` offering to do a variety of works for grossly 

inflated prices and often deliver shoddy work. If you need work done, ensure you get 3 quotes from 

local tradesmen that you can check up by mainline phone or know of by name and reputation for 

several years.  

Phone or text scams 

A fraudster phones or texts pretending to be your bank, and for example asks you to transfer money 

or help solve a crime or threatens jail unless you pay taxes etc. They sound convincing and may 

even have some of your personal information etc. So, simply hang up, wait 10 minutes and phone 

the organisation they say they are from back on a separate mainline number and not the one they 

have given you! Remember your bank would never ask for your PIN or password or other numbers 

over the phone. Neither would a bank ask you to transfer money into a `safe` bank account ; ask 

you to hand over money or send someone round to your door to collect cards or cheque books. 

Email Scams 

Emails are sent by fraudsters to encourage you to share personal details or to click onto fake links 

etc. Some fraudsters pretend they are the government or other organisation saying they owe you a 

lot of money! You can`t understand why they don`t just send you the cheque -rather than request 

you send them your account details or even some money to `release` the sum in question.  

Remember if you can`t check details via an independent source –don`t believe it! 

Investment Scams  

Fraudsters well aware of low interest saving rates use false websites, testimonials and celebrity 

endorsements etc to make scams appear genuine. The fraudsters offer a high return for little risk. 

Examples of this type of fraud included approaches by phone, email or text with an investment 

opportunity. The warning signs are that the company calling won`t allow you to call back; or your 

given a mobile phone number or PO Box address; or the investment is simply too good to be true. 

You can help protect yourself by using the Financial Conduct Authority website approved list of 

companies and checking and re-checking that addresses and phone numbers are genuine. 

Any many more 

The list is almost endless and changing from doorstep fraudsters to romantic scams. All fraudsters 

have one characteristic in common – they are after your money! 

Brixham Future CIC is a `not for profit` community group which delivers small scale, quick win, low 

cost micro-regeneration projects or events which benefit the Brixham area. We also run the Brixham 

Lottery. 

Contact details : John Brennan, Brixham Future CIC , Registered Office ,Kings Barton House, 37 

Summer Lane, Brixham, TQ5 ODL. Tel: 01803 852270 or email:Johnjosephmbrennan@ 

hotmail.co.uk 

Defeat The Fraudsters 
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Brixham Town Hall 

Facilities for Hire @ the Town Hall 
 

Our meeting rooms and events spaces located in the Town Hall provide the perfect 
setting from informal or formal meetings. COVID safe, we are able to accommodate 
groups of up to 10 people for work / educational meetings (within Government 
guidelines). Our Scala Hall is the perfect venue for; 
 
 Farmers Markets  
 Craft Fairs 
 Wedding Fayres 
 Table top / indoor boot sales 
 

For more information, contact Brixham Town Council or visit 
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/facilitiesforhire.php 

Brixham Does Care - Your Local Befriending Charity 
Serving the Brixham Community for over 40 Years - Founded 1978   
                       
Unfortunately, due to coronavirus our groups and café are closed. We are monitoring 
government guidelines and will open as soon as it is safe to do so. To protect our staff 
and customers our charity shop is currently closed. Please keep checking our website 
and social media sites for regular updates. 
 
We are continuing to provide a service in the TQ5 area for people who are isolated, housebound or 
vulnerable. During the crisis, we have adapted our services to ensure everyone has accessible 
support whilst in lockdown. We have also worked with local businesses and organisations to collect 
food and medical supplies, for example. 
 
In order to offer these services we are reliant on the help of our volunteers, if you are interested in 
becoming a volunteer and have some time to give, please pop in for an informal chat as we have 
many varied roles in our Cafe, Shop, Drivers and Befrienders. 
 
For further information on groups and events at Brixham Does Care, please call 857727, check out 
our website, www.brixhamdoescare.co.uk or follow us on Facebook @brixhamdoescare 

Calendar of Town Council Meetings 

2021   

Thurs 21st January Full Council Time to be confirmed 

Thurs 18th February Full Council Time to be confirmed 

Thurs 25th March Full Council Time to be confirmed 

Thurs 29th April Full Council Time to be confirmed 

 
All meetings will be held virtually until such time that face to face meetings are permitted. All    
meeting are held in public. To join the meeting, please contact the Town Council for the meeting ID 
and password. The full agenda pack is available to view on the Council website. A copy of the 
agenda is also available to view on the Town Council noticeboard at the front of the Town Hall. 
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Brixham Foodbank 
 
We are open Monday and Friday each week between 2pm and 4pm and are located in the Torbay 
Room at the rear of Brixham Town Hall. Access is via the single iron gate 
from New Road (to the left of the main Town Hall doors). 
 
Social distancing measures have been put in place and we would 
appreciate it if all visitors adhered to the instructions to ensure volunteers 
and visitors keep safe. We are unable to accommodate visitors by car. 
 
Donations of non perishable foods and toiletries can be made during 
these times or you can visit one of our drop of points which include:       
Co-op (top of Fore Street), Tesco, Compass House Medial Centres, 
Sainsburys (New Road), Costcutters (Pillar Avenue), Galmpton Post 
office, Brixham Library and Brixham Town Council. 

BRIXHAM THEATRE PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
 

Events at the Theatre have been suspended through most of 2020 due to 
Coronavirus and the two lockdowns. Brixham Theatre CIO are continuing to 
monitor developments and will update media sources if there are any 
changes.  With a projected opening of May 2021, on the 15th December we 
recorded a promotional video which we hope will remind everyone of the 
fantastic theatre we have. 

Brixham Town Hall 

 
The scheme has proved very popular and the comments from those who have had their gardens 
maintained by our lengthsmen have been very positive . We expect this year to prove as popular, 
therefore if you haven’t registered make sure you complete the application form printed on the next 
page and post to Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, Brixham, Devon, TQ5 8TA. 

 

Assisted Gardening Scheme Update 
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Assisted Gardening Scheme Application Form 

 

  

Brixham Town Council  
  

First Floor, Brixham Town Hall,  

New Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA  
  

01803 859678        info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk  
  

Town Clerk: Mrs Tracy Hallett  
  

Garden Maintenance Scheme Application Form  
Your name:  
  

Address (including Postcode):  
  
  

Telephone Number:  
  

Email address:  
  

I am over 70 years of age: Proof of age required.  

  
Yes                                No   

Are you registered disabled: Proof of disability required.  

  
Yes                                No   

Your property: Please the box which applies to you:  

  
Private Tenant                                       Registered Social Landlord Tenant  
  

  
Housing Association Tenant                  Owner/ Occupier   

Please list everyone who lives in your property:  

Title  Forename  Surname  Age  Disability?  

          

          

          

   
Signature:……………………………………………Date:…………………………… 
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Wishing All Brixham Theatre members, volunteers, supporters and 

fans a happier New Year 2021, whist reassuring you that “the show will 

go on” at  our lovely theatre  just as soon as we can in 2021!   

Brixham Theatre CIO (the charity which manages our local theatre which sits 

within the heart of our community) thanks all of you who have sent 

messages of support during difficult times. We are heartened by your 

sentiments and pledges of short and long-term support. 

Brixham Theatre CIO, meanwhile, recognises the very real individual, family and business 

challenges that COVID 19 has brought to our community. As a member of Brixham Stronger 

Together partnership, we hope to play a part, albeit small, supporting you in the bread and butter 

issues facing you resulting from a legacy of austerity and the huge uncertainties and challenges 

from COVID 19 going forward. We know that for many people in our community that challenge is 

very real and centred on how to meet the very basic necessities – pay the mortgage, feed the 

family, recover from unemployment uncertainties, keep spirits up! We applaud you all in how you 

are attempting to meet those challenges. 

A theatre’s role is to entertain, develop and sustain the arts, celebrating that something special that 

makes all our lives bigger than the mundane.  Yes, maybe it is the icing rather than the cake, but 

without the arts our lives are truly impoverished. 

For our part, Brixham Theatre is working hard to “come back fighting” in 2021, ensuring we can add 

that essential dose of enrichment to all our lives here in Brixham. We will have a Board of new 

Trustees going forward, a refurbished backstage and auditorium, a planned programme of 

performance and events from May 2021 designed to raise spirits, entertain, and add that essential 

extra ingredient that makes all our experiences in life, special rather than ordinary. 

If you would like to show your support for the theatre, whilst having a say in how the Charity 
(BTCIO) is organised, it only costs £10 per year. Please contact our Membership Secretary Julian 
Fisher at membership@brixhamtheatre.uk for more details.  
 
If you would like to explore becoming a volunteer at the theatre in the future, please get in touch to 
organise a mutually convenient time for a friendly chat without obligation with Pauline Smith, 
Volunteer Coordinator, at pauline@brixhamtheatre.uk.  

Brixham Theatre CIO - Vanessa Fitzgerald (Acting Chair) 

The Tragedy of the BM265 ‘Joanna C’ 

In November, our community was rocked with the sad news of the 
sinking of BM265, the scalloping vessel ‘Joanna C’ off the coast of 
Newhaven. At the time of the tragedy Brixham Town Council     
expressed their thanks to Newhaven and Eastbourne Lifeboats, 
HM Coastguard and numerous other fishing vessels for all of their 
efforts in the search.  As a mark of respect to those lost, the Town 

Clerk laid flowers on behalf of 
the Town Council at the Man & 
Boy Statue. Flowers, candles 
and gifts were left by residents 
and visitors, all touched by this 
terrible event. 

A minutes silence was           
observed at the virtual Full      
Council meeting on 26th       
November.  

mailto:membership@brixhamtheatre.uk
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Shoalstone Pool Winter Update 

As we removed our beach huts to their winter storage area recently it made us reflect on the 
particular challenges the COVID pandemic has had on the operations at Shoalstone Pool. Though 
we made the disappointing and difficult decision not to open the pool itself this summer, we still had 
to ensure the whole Shoalstone site was a safe area for people to enjoy. It was good to see Shoals 
particularly busy when they could open, benefitting from the record number of tourists in Brixham, 
together with locals wishing to enjoy this special location. 

While the pool has remained closed, we have all been fully occupied with the numerous tasks we 
briefly outlined in our Autumn update. This includes a phased planned system of works that may 
take several years to complete. Recent storms have caused particular damage to the outer seawall 
and railings, so the first phase will focus on removing other parts of this wall where imminent 
weakness has been highlighted so we can carry out repairs to a higher standard. We also intend to 
undertake a full structural survey of the pool to identify other potential problem areas. 

During the lockdown period we have been developing a comprehensive set of policies and 
procedures to safeguard pool users, volunteers, employees and Directors, to ensure an efficient and 
safe working environment. We have been consulting with many varied sources and, recently, 
Directors “virtually” attended the third Annual Lido Conference, which enabled the sharing of 
knowledge between the UK’s 130 lido operators.   

We have also now installed the Shoalstone webcam, which we hope will be popular as it shows this 
marvellous location to locals and also possibly those on the other side of the world. This became 
live at the end of November. We will ensure that the webcam will not identify pool users because we 
appreciate the need for privacy.  The camera can be viewed at http://www.shoalstonepool.com/
webcam.  
 
Due to the COVID restrictions we cancelled our traditional New Year’s Eve swim. We intend instead 
to hold an event to mark the end of the restrictions, whenever that may be! We are hoping to re-
open the pool in May 2021—watch this space! You can write to us c/o Brixham Town Council, email 
us at info@shoalstonepool.com or message on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/shoalstone/  

Meet Your New Councillors 

Councillor Dean Hannaby 

Dean has recently returned to the hospitality industry, owning a small local     
specialist restaurant. He enjoys working with the local communities and would 
like to be able to make a difference in our town.  

Councillor David Blackmore 

It is a great opportunity to have been selected to join the 
Brixham Town Council. My family and I are proud of our 
Brixham heritage and our multi generational inclusion in 

the community. I bring a wealth of experience from working in large industry 
where I help shape    positive strategic projects an organisation and their 
neighbouring community I believe I have a good opportunity to engage with 
our community and support positive prosperous initiatives across Brixham. I 
am looking forward to working with my other newly co-opted and established 

Councillors to continue the support of our community.  

Councillor Dawn Borthwick 

I am a relative newcomer to Brixham having relocated my family from the   
Midlands. I work as a nurse in Torquay which has been a wonderful way to  
integrate into the local community. We chose to live in Brixham as we love its 
unique mix of independent shops, businesses and restaurants. I am very      
excited to be part of Brixham Town Council and will endeavour to represent the 
town to the best of my abilities.  

http://www.shoalstonepool.com/webcam
http://www.shoalstonepool.com/webcam
mailto:info@shoalstonepool.com
http://www.facebook.com/shoalstone/
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Brixham Community Emergency Plan 

Brixham Community Emergency Plan  

 

Brixham Town Council are developing a Community 
Emergency Plan and we need your help. You might 
ask ‘Why do we need a Community Emergency 
Plan?’ simply put emergencies do happen.  

Local emergency responders will always have to  
prioritise those in greatest need during an         
emergency, especially where life is in danger. There 
will be times when you may be affected by an emergency but your life is not in immediate danger.  

During this time, you need to know how to help yourself and those around you. By becoming more 
resilient, you and your community can complement the work of local emergency responders and  
reduce the impact of an emergency on your community both in the short and long term.         

Local residents in conjunction with Brixham Town Council, Torbay Council and the Environment 
Agency have already produced a comprehensive Flood Plan, it is now time to expand the flood plan 
to include other emergencies including extreme weather, pandemic, fire and acts of terrorism. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic the Brixham community has proven itself to be resilient in the face 
of an unprecedented situation. The community rallied together and achieved a strong support      
network ensuring everyone that needed help got it.  

It is our intention to build on this show of community resilience by ensuring we are prepared for all 

other emergencies while learning from recent experiences.  

The Town Council are looking for volunteers to assist with the development of the plan and        

ultimately the creation of a Community Emergency Response Team. There are a variety of roles 

available, so something to suit everyone, training will be provided. To register your interest please 

contact us 01803 859678 or email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Please answer the questions below, cut out and post this questionnaire to the address shown on 
the front page by the 28th February 2021. 
 
 In the event of Country Bus services 15 and 16 ceasing on 31

st
 March 2021 and no 

alternative being available beyond that date that would enable the use of Concessionary bus 
fares, please confirm or otherwise if you will be prepared to contribute towards local transport 
provision if Brixham Town Council and partners can bring a viable scheme forward?  YES/NO 

 
 For what purpose do you currently use bus services in Brixham? EMPLOYMENT/SOCIAL/

SHOPPING/DOCTORS/OTHER 
 
 What level of contribution would you deem to be fair and reasonable for a journey from your 

home to Brixham Town Centre and return? £______________ 
 
 WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO OFFER YOUR SERVICES AS A VOLUNTEER DRIVER 

TO SUPPORT A SCHEME? YES/NO 
 
In your responses it would be helpful to know what part of Brixham you live in so that the Council 

can consider routes should it be deemed possible to offer an alternative provision. 

 

I live in the _____________________________________area of Brixham 

 

If you are interested in volunteering please provide full contact details; 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

Email:       Telephone Number: 

Community Transport Questionnaire 

Allotments  

The Town Council currently manage five allotment sites in Brixham; 

* Dixons Land * Wall Park Road * Drew Street * Penn Lane * 

* Mount Pleasant * 

All of the allotments are currently tenanted but we do welcome residents of 

TQ5 who are interested in becoming an allotment holder to register on our 

waiting list. If you would like to try your hand at ‘Growing Your Own’, getting some fresh air and    

exercise, please call 01803 859678 or email your details to info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Disclaimer 
Brixham Town Council is not responsible for any errors, omissions or alterations with regards to 
entries in this newsletter. The content, views and opinions of articles do not necessarily represent 
the views of Brixham Town Council or the editor. The accuracy of the content in this newsletter is 
not guaranteed. 
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The ‘Telebug Hotel’ is coming to Brixham 

In 2017 the Town Council adopted three K6 Heritage telephone kiosks from British Telecom. All 
three kiosks are in very poor condition and need a lot of TLC to be brought up to their former glory. 

Various ideas have been considered over the past 
three years including offering the Kiosk’s to local 
community groups and organisations. Differing 
obstacles have hindered the project and the 
kiosks have suffered from neglect.  

During the first lockdown an image of a telephone 
kiosk that had been transformed into a floral 
display in the South Hams village of Down 
Thomas caught our attention.  

A simple and cost effective solution! The vision is 
to create beautiful wildlife habitats that will 
encourage insects and pollinators. A ‘bug hotel’ is 
to be trialled in one of the kiosk’s. 

In the new year the Town Council will refurbish 
the three kiosks, installing pollinator friendly 
planting. One kiosk will house the ‘Telebug Hotel’ 
using robust planting to create a natural balance 
for the insects that will move into the ‘hotel’.  

The Town Council are appealing to residents in 
the vicinity of the kiosks, which are located on 
Edinburgh Road/ Rea Barn Road junction, Higher 
Ranscombe/ Great Rea junction and Pillar 
Avenue, to get involved and become kiosk 
guardians. For more information call 01803 
859678 or email info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Illustration purposes only 

 

Illustration purposes only 

mailto:info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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FISH&CHIPS 
     64 Bolton Street, Brixham TQ5 9DH 
  Telephone: 01803 855771 or order online at www.davids-chippy.co.uk 

 

We’re open 7 days a week!   

Home delivery available Friday and Saturday evenings. 

 

JANUARY WINTER WARMER: Portion of  Chips, with a warm BBQ sauce poured 

over, then topped off with grated cheese £3.99 

FEBRUARY WINTER WARMER: Premium Jumbo Sausage & Chips £3.99 

MARCH WINTER WARMER: Wholetail Scampi & Chips £6.99 

 

Like us on Facebook to hear 

all our latest offers and news. 

Support Brixham 


