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3 Christmas Trees!

After the year we all endured in 2020 and having the Christmas that
didn’t happen, in 2021 Brixham bounced back with a vengeance! In the
harbour stood a tree very kindly donated by Mrs Maureen Pope and
her family. Our lengthsmen visited Maureen’s home and dug out the
tree from her garden and then carefully placed it next to the Man & Boy
statue. The family had requested the tree be positioned next to the
statue in recognition of a lost family member and some dear friends
from Brixham fishing boats.
It has taken a while but December finally saw the long-awaited return of
the Town Hall Christmas tree. Standing proudly at 23ft, this beautiful
Nordic Pine really stood out and received rave reviews online from
residents and visitors to Brixham. And just like buses, you wait around
all year for a tree and suddenly 3 appear! The 3rd tree to ‘pop up’ on
the Middle Pier in the inner harbour was kindly donated by Brixham Trawler agents, Brixham Fish
Market, Marldon Christmas tree farm, Paul Shepherd, Colin Champion and Ian Onslow.
Christmas certainly hit Brixham in 2021!

Town Hall 135th Birthday Party
On the 23rd October the Scala Hall was the place to be. On the Town
Hall’s birthday we celebrated ‘Everything Brixham’ and had over 30
stands exhibiting all the very best our Town has to offer. Charities,
independent traders, community groups and organisations proudly
displayed all that they do to help enhance the lives of the residents and
visitors. The Town Councillors, Ward Councillors and our local MP,
Anthony Mangnall, were on hand to have a chat and join in the
celebrations. There was an excellent turnout from the public and the 250
‘goody’ bags the Council officers were handing out went very quickly!
In the Function Room complimentary refreshments and hot drinks were
flying off the counter. Our thanks to all the exhibitors, staff and volunteers
Anthony Mangnall MP &
who made the birthday party such a success and if you came along, we
Town Clerk, Mrs Tracy Hallett hope you enjoyed your visit and we look forward to welcoming you to
forthcoming events in 2022.

Brixham Town Council wish you and your families a Happy New Year
And a prosperous and healthy 2022!
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Council News
Lanterns, Lights & ‘luminations
Due to Storm Arwen the difficult decision was made to cancel the festivities planned for the 27 th
November 2021. After months of planning and hard work it was not an easy decision to make, made
more disappointing as the event was not held in 2020 due to the covid pandemic. Over the years
the Christmas lights switch on event has been held in all weathers but high winds create conditions
where we cannot ensure the safety of those attending. It is not possible to reschedule events due to
rigorous safety procedures, permits, road closure application timescales and traders, entertainers
and fireworks all being fully booked at other events.
Timers were set on the Christmas lights and the Town was illuminated as planned which looked
amazing. The Town Council provides the Christmas lights display but in recent years this has been
enhanced by the brilliant and community minded people at ‘Lighting Up Brixham’ Neil Worrell and
Vix Pritchard Davies who are working their magic and putting Brixham on the map, thank you.
Planning has already started for this years Lanterns, Lights & ‘luminations event on Saturday 26th
November 2022, pop the date in your calendars and diaries now.
Council Decisions
Some recent decisions made by Brixham Town Council include;


Upton Manor Farm Development: BTC submitted strong objections to the proposed
application for large scale development at Upton Manor Farm Campsite. The proposal for the
construction of 133 residential dwellings with access roads, infrastructure and public open
space is a departure from the Brixham Peninsula Neighbourhood Plan, Torbay Local Plan and
the National Planning Policy Framework.



Garden Assistance Scheme: the Council resolved to continue
the very popular scheme for 2022 and removed the limit of 10
appointments per household per year.

Remembrance Sunday—14th November 2021
After the disruption caused by COVID in 2020 it was great to have
some normality to the Parade and service in November. Hundreds of
residents and visitors watched the ceremony take place and many
groups formed the parade that marched from the Kings Quay to the
War Memorial and after the ceremony continued along Berry Head
Road and into Kings Street.
Queens Platinum Jubilee 2022 Preparations

In 2022, Her Majesty the
Queen will become the first
British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, seventy
years of service, having acceded to the throne on 6th
February 1952 when Her Majesty was 25 years old. This is
the first time any British Monarch has reached this historic
milestone.
To mark the occasion the Town Council has resolved to take
part in a beacon lighting event as the sun sets on the 2nd
June. More than 1,500 beacons will be lit throughout the
United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK
Overseas Territories, and one in each of the capital cities of Commonwealth countries in recognition
of The Queen’s long and selfless service. Further details of the Beacon lighting and Platinum
weekend Celebrations will be provided in the April 2022 edition of the Signal.
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Co-Opted Councillors
Please welcome your new Councillors who were Co-Opted at the Council meeting on the 3rd
November 2021.
Councillor Wendy Okurut
I have an association with Brixham which stretches back over half a century. My late dad
was a Merchant Navy Captain who often sailed his oil tanker into the bay; as a result a
trip to the pilotage to see his respected colleague Captain Bob Curtis became part of our
holiday tradition when my family would pitch up at the now defunct Northcliff Hotel during dad’s
leave. Some of my favourite memories growing up were of times spent in and around Brixham and
the fishing fleet, my dad’s professional respect for trawlermen ran deep. Since making the move to
Brixham earlier this year I have been working in Teignmouth as a Public Health Nurse. My 35+
year career in nursing has included training as both an Adult and Children’s Nurse, working in
Bosnia during the conflict in the 1990s, a decade working in A & E, several years teaching in
Higher Education and, until I left Manchester, leading a citywide public health programme. In 2019 I
gained the Masters in Public Health; one of my passions is for people to enjoy the health benefits
which comes from living in a safe town with good amenities, employment, housing and transport.
This is my motivation for becoming a Town Councillor. For the last 5 years I have run a small
charity providing a free weekly health clinic in a village in the Ateso land of Eastern Uganda; this is
the source of my unusual surname. I teach nursing there every 2-3 years. I have also recently
discovered the joy of coastal walks, proper cream teas and open water swimming, some of the
many pluses of living in the lovely place I now call home: Brixham.
Councillor Michael Roseveare
Hello, I am Michael Roseveare, I am married to Fiona and we have four gorgeous grown
up offspring and 2 rather wonderful grandsons, our offspring's spouses and partners
complete our growing team. I currently work as an arboricultural consultant and have
been part of the amenity horticulture world for the whole of my working life. From very early
encounters with trees as a tree climbing child to my professional work inspecting and writing
reports on trees I am fascinated by what they provide us with. Outside family and day job I like to
be active in the community and have over the years been a school governor, Parish Councillor,
PTA member, parish committee member and committee and branch chairman for my professional
body, The Arboricultural Association. I have previously worked as a tree officer for Cambridge City
Council, responsible for trees on City Council and Highway Authority land and commenting on
planning applications. I was also a tree officer for what was then Suffolk Coastal District Council,
now East Suffolk Council in the council's Planning Departments, providing comment on planning
applications and managing the protected tree process. More recently I have worked for
multidisciplinary practices engaged in providing services to the development industry to aid the
planning application process on projects which vary in complexity from domestic house extensions
to major housing developments and infrastructure projects across the UK. I enjoy getting involved
with my local community and look forward to serving the Brixham community as a Town Councillor
and hope that you will find me open and willing to listen.
Councillor Oliver Swain
I have lived in Brixham for 20 years, having moved here with my family at the age of 1.
I am immensely proud to have grown up in such a wonderful town, and I am eager to
contribute towards making Brixham as beautiful, as secure; as welcoming; as inclusive;
and as exciting as possible. I am a recent graduate of the University of Exeter, having
studied BA History between 2018-2021. Previous volunteer experience includes working with the
Youth Enquiry Service at the Edge, and I have also been volunteering with Dramatically Different,
one of Brixham’s youth theatre companies, for many years. I will soon begin employment with
Torbay Council as part of their youth homeless prevention team, and I have previous experience
working in Brixham’s summertime hospitality sector. I am particularly passionate about Brixham’s
community and environment, and am keen to contribute to the Council’s excellent work for both.
Representing Brixham’s youth population is another key interest of mine, and I am excited to bring
a young person’s voice to Brixham Town Council.
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Town Hall Regeneration 2021 Consultation Results
In the early part of 2020,
Brixham Town Council
engaged with the public about
the possible regeneration of the
Town Hall by launching it’s
consultation exercise entitled
‘Your Town Hall, Your Say’.
The end of the consultation
was at a time when we found
ourselves in the grip of the
COVID-19 pandemic, like the
rest of the nation and were
unable to proceed with further
consultations and everything
was put on hold.
The Town hall belongs to us
all, and we are determined to
meet the challenge of ensuring
that the space inside becomes
accessible to all of our
community in the future, should
you want to use it individually
or collectively, or simply
attends events inside.

In the July 2021 issue of the Brixham Signal we published the Town Hall Regeneration Survey
asking the residents to give their views on what the Town Hall might look like in the future.
The results of that survey were;
Q: What, in a perfect world where money is no object, would you like the Town Hall complex
to become?
A: In the majority developing an Entertainment & Arts Centre was of high importance, whereas
converting into housing was of very low importance.
Q: What, for you, are the essential existing uses for the Town Hall complex?
A: High on the agenda were uses that included:
•

Theatre

•

Council offices

•

Meetings / function room spaces

•

Brixham Does Care

Q: What new uses would you like to see included in any revamped Town Hall complex?
A: It was noticeable that there is a want for a community building with versatile mixed used spaces
to enable meetings and;
•

Indoor Market / food hall

•

Arts & Craft Centre

•

Cinema / Entertainment Venue

•

Café

Uses that were not high included housing and classes
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Town Hall Regeneration 2021 Consultation Results
Q: What existing uses would you be happy were NOT included in any revamped Town Hall
complex?
A: High on the agenda were; Council offices, Charity Shop and Housing
Q: What would be your view, if the outcome of the consultation is to sell the whole of the
Town Hall?
A: Relocating the whole administration function of Brixham Town Council elsewhere in the Town
was of high importance. Relocating the whole administration function of Brixham Town Council
elsewhere in the community or selling part of the building, retaining the administration support
elsewhere and keep all of the formal Council offices , were of very low importance.
Q: If Brixham Town Council were only to sell part of the Town Hall complex, which parts
would you happy to see sold?
•

The Scala Hall—the majority disagree

•

Brixham Does Care—the majority disagree

•

The Theatre—the majority disagree

•

The rear car park—the majority disagree

•

The former Police House— the majority neither agree or disagree

Q: If you do not agree with any sale or part sale of the Town Hall complex, give your
reasons why;
A: High on the agenda were;
•

It’s a community building needed by the community

•

It’s a central landmark

•

It is part of the Brixham community

•

There is a need for a central location

•

It is a historical building

Q: Once life returns to normal, how do you think your use of the Town Hall complex may
change?
•

Regular User of the Theatre and events—was of high importance

•

Public access to formal Council meetings only—was of low importance

•

Never—was of very low importance

Q: Please feel free to add anything else you would like to say on this subject.
A: There were 100 responses received to this question and topics high on the agenda;
•

The survey was poorly worded and ambiguous

•

Budget—who will be paying for the refurbishment

•

Don’t sell the building for housing development

•

There are too many consultations and never any forward movement

•

It is an unused space

Brixham Town Council would like to thank all those individuals who took the time to complete and
return the questionnaire
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Schedule of Council Meetings
Full Council
(Wednesday, 6pm)

Planning &
Regeneration
Committee
(Monday, 6pm)

Finance &General Pur- Community &
poses Committee
Environment
(Wednesday, 6pm)
Committee
(Monday, 6pm)

12th January 2022 10th January 2022 19th January 2022

24th January 2022

9th February 2022 7th February 2022 16th February 2022

N/A

9th March 2022

7th March 2022

16th March 2022

28th March 2022

13th April 2022

4th April 2022

20th April 2022

N/A

All meetings are held at the Town Hall, New Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA. Presently the meeting are
hybrid with members of the public able to attend via ZOOM (links are published on the agenda). If
you would like to attend any of the meetings in person then please call 01803 859678.

Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers.

Call our Engineer to
book the new
mobile home
scooter servicing
and repairs facility.
Hassle Free, direct to
your door, Sales and
Advice on all mobility
products available.

Cavendish Healthcare Ltd
6

Brixham Fairtrade Group
In 2022 the Fairtrade Foundation celebrates 30
years since it was established in 1992 by
CAFOD, Christian Aid, Oxfam, Traidcraft, Global
Justice Now, and the National Federation of
Women’s Institutes. 10 years later Garstang in
Lancashire was the first town to be awarded
Fairtrade Status. The Foundation is taking this
opportunity to review its policies and strategies,
particularly what rules should govern the award
of Fairtrade Status to communities, cities,
villages and towns like Brixham. It is important
that as many people as possible express their
views, so if you run a Fairtrade business or are a
customer looking for Fairtrade products, please
pass on your opinions and suggestions either
through members of the Brixham Fairtrade
Group or via the website. You will find lots of
information on the website, www.fairtrade.org.uk
As I said in the October Signal, Brixham is due
to renew its Fairtrade status this year, so input
from "interested Parties" in Brixham would be
very helpful!
Helen I. Barrett
Vice-chair, Brixham Fairtrade Group
tel: 859852; email: helenirene@talktalk.net

7

Helpful Contact Numbers
Emergency Services

999

Action Fraud

0300 1232040

Anti Terrorist Hotline

0800 789321

Crime Stoppers

0800 555111

Devon and Cornwall Police

101

Victim Support

0845 3030900

Devon & Somerset Fire and
Rescue Service (not 24/7)

01392 872200

Other
Brixham Chamber of
Commerce, email:
chair@brixhamchamber.co.uk

Healthcare
MIU (Newton Abbot)

01626 324500

Compass House Med Centre

01803 855897

NHS

111

Mayfield Medical Centre

01803 495400

Brixham Rotary Club:
rotarybrixham@gmail.com

07776 365442

English Riviera Tourist
Company

01803 211211

Torbay Coast and Countryside
Trust

01803 520022

MP’s

Dentist (Emergency Out of Hrs) 0333 063300

Totnes Constituency
Anthony Mangnall MP
Constituency Office
Conservative Club, Station
Road, Totnes TQ9 5HW

Community Dental Service

01803 217777

anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk

Brixham Dental Practice

01803 853980

Smiles Ahead

01803 857606

BUPA Dental Care

01803 858392

Torbay Constituency
Kevin Foster MP
Constituency Office
5-7 East Street
Torquay TQ2 5SD

Support

01803 868378

01803 214989

Alcoholics Anonymous

0800 9177650

kevin.foster.mp@parliament.uk

Citizen Advice

03444 111444

Torbay Ward Councillor Contact Details

Samaritans

116 123

Furzeham with Summercombe Ward

NSPCC

0808 8005000

01803 854928

RSPCA

0300 1234999

Torbay Wildlife Rescue Centre

01803 557624

Cllr Vic Ellery
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
vic.ellery@torbay.gov.uk
Cllr Mike Morey
37a Pillar Avenue,
Brixham, TQ5 8LF
mike.morey@torbay.gov.uk

01803 853316

Torbay Council
General

01803 201201

Connections

01803 207201

Dog Warden

01803 208091

Brixham Harbour Office

01803 853321

Highways

01803 207740

Housing

01803 208723

Cllr Jackie Stockman
Winsome,
Higher Furzeham Rd,TQ5 8QP
jackie.stockman@torbay.gov.uk

SWISCo

01803 701316

St.Peters with St Marys Ward

Emergency Out of Hours

01803 550405

Cllr Celia Brown
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
celia.brown@torbay.gov.uk

07577 030630

Cllr Terry Manning
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
terry.manning@torbay.gov.uk

01803 859427
or
07547 831814

Utilities (Emergency)
Floodline

0345 9881188

British Gas

0800 111 999

South West Water

0344 3462000

Western Power

105
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01803 851255

What’s On in Brixham
Organisation

Location

Time

Contact

Details

Battery Gardens

2pm-4pm

07933 793683

Open Mon, Fri & Sun
2pm-4pm

Brixham Town Band Brixham College
Music Dept.

7.45pm

01803 853539

Practice Session
Mon & Thurs Online

Visual Eyes Torbay

United Reformed
Church

2pm-4pm

07951 659514

1st Monday of month

Youth Genesis

The Place

7pm-9pm

Michelle
07909 915267

Youth Drop in for 1118 years (Term Time)

Brixham Blues Club

Birdcage Public
House

8pm

01803 855256
Stuart

2nd Tuesday of
month

Tai Chi

Catholic Church
Hall

11am-12noon
7pm-8pm

Rita 01803
858521

Brixham Art Society

Please refer to
the website

www.brixhamart For details of
society.co.uk
demonstrations

Monday
Brixham Battery
Heritage Group

Tuesday

brixhamartsoc@gmail
.com

Brixham Detachment of Devon Army
Cadet Force

Laura 07715 332721
dalesandro@armymail.mod.uk

Brixham Harriers
Running Club

Meet: Admiral
6.45pm
Swimming Centre

01803 850566

Brixham Harmony

Catholic Church
Hall

1.30pm-3.30pm

01803 862246

Brixham Ladies
Forum

Catholic Church
Hall

10am

01803 854928

Alternative Tuesdays

Brixham Rotary Club Brixham Cricket
Club

6.45pm

07776365442

2nd, 4th & 5th
Tuesday of month

Brixham Stroke
Association

United Reformed
Church

2pm

01803 882269

Alternative Tuesdays

Brixham U3A

Brixham Cricket
Club

1.15pm

01803 857929

2nd Tuesday of
month

Chess Club

Conservative
Club

7pm

01803 854409

Community Music

The Edge

Mensheds

The Edge

11am-4pm

01803 883794

Quay Harmony
Ladies Choir

United Reformed
Church

7pm-9pm

Kim Wilson
01803 858181

07532 762580

Royal Naval
Association

Brixham Rugby
Club

8pm

01803 859298

1st Tuesday of month

Serenty’s Garden
Community
Development Circles Centre

7.30pm-9.30pm

01803 857870

Veteran Seafarers
Association

United Reformed
Church

2pm

Alan
01803 854990

Slimming World

Cath. Church Hall 4.30pm-7.30pm

01803 851414
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Kerrie

2nd Tuesday of
month. £2.

07505 119326

What’s On in Brixham
Organisation

Location

Time

Contact

United Reformed
Church

TBC

info@dmcc.org.
uk

2pm

01803 853539

Details

Wednesday
Memory Café

Brixham Horticultural Catholic Church
Society
Hall

1st Wednesday of
month. Not January.

Riviera Singers
Ladies Choir

Methodist Church 7.30pm
Hall

Chris
01803 883886

Torbay Owls and
Company

Galmpton Village
Institute

7pm

01803 853453

Last Wednesday of
month

Brixham Women’s
Institute

Brixham rugby
Club

2.15pm

Tina
01803 854486

3rd Wednesday of
month (except Aug)

Tripudio Flow

Catholic Church
Hall

11am-12noon

Nicola 07783
787369

Bell Ringing

St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm-9pm

Guy on 07764 344694

Brixham Blues Club

The Old Coaching 8.30pm-11pm
Inn

01803 855256

Brixham Harriers
Running Club

Meet: Admiral
6.45pm
Swimming Centre

01803 850566

Brixham Orpheus
Male Voice Choir

Methodist Church 7.15pm to
Hall
9.00pm

Contact David Brown on 01803 361294
or 01803 445130

Brixham Probus
Club

Catholic Church
Hall

01803 854191 or 01803 883087

Thursday

10.30am

Brixham Town Band Brixham College
Music Dept

6.30pm Training Dave Phillips
Band
01803 853539
7.45pm Main
Band

Mensheds

The Edge

11am-4pm

Soroptimists

Brixham Rugby
Club

7.30pm

2nd Thursday of
month

01803 883794
1st & 3rd Thursday of
month (except Aug)

Friday
Brixham TT Club
Youth Genesis

7pm

Mr Pengelly
07778 287387

Alternative Fridays

Streetbase Youth 7pm-9pm
Work Team &
The Place

Michelle
07909 915267

Term Time & Youth
Drop in for 11-18
years.

Brixham C of E
School Hall

Bryan
bryanpitman33@btinternet.com

Saturday
Brixham Rugby
Cubs

10am (3-4yrs)
11am (5-6 yrs)

To list your event in the Signal, please ensure it is listed on the Events calendar on our
website www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/eventslist.php
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Brixham Town Council Contact Details
Furzeham with Summercombe Ward
Paul Addison—Chairperson
07812 854765
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, paul.addison@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Wendy Okurut
wendy.okurut@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road,
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Richard Haddock—Vice Chairperson
C/O Churston Farm Shop, Dartmouth Road,
Brixham TQ5 0LL

07836 584944
richard.haddock@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Susan Laurie
07557 802870
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, susan.laurie@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Jill Regan
Flat 3, Trevelyan Court, Church Street, Brixham
TQ5 8HQ

07791 151764
jill.regan@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Michael Roseveare
michael.roseveare@brixhamtowncouncil.co.uk
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road,
Brixham TQ5 8TA
David Blackmore
07971 911059
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, david.blackmore@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA

St. Peter’s with St. Mary’s Ward
Oliver Swain
oliver.swain@brixhamtowncouncil.co.uk
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road,
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Steve Leech
07981 265575
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, steve.leech@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Anne Massey
01803 855256
Berry House, 57a Berry Head Road, Brixham TQ5 anne.massey@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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Office
Brixham Town Council Staff
Tracy Hallett:
Linda McGuirk:
Simon Hiatt:
Paul Boyd:
Bryon Freer:
Mike Penney:

Social Media

Town Clerk
Deputy Town Clerk
Admin Assistant
Facilities Manager
Lengthsmen Supervisor
Lengthsmen

You can follow the Town Council (@brixhamtc)
on Twitter, Linkedin, Facebook & Instagram
Email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Telephone: 01803 859678

Council Offices
First Floor, Brixham Town Hall, New Road,
Brixham , Devon, TQ5 8TA
Open to the public, Monday to Friday - 9am till
3pm

Visit our website for up to date news and
information
www.brixhamtowncouncil.co.uk
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Don’t forget to mention the Signal when contacting our advertisers!
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TCDT Update

About 5 years ago some local people formed a group that was concerned with the growing number
of loved ones with poor mental health problems and a passion for good mental health and
well-being,

Brixham is a close community and a beautiful place to live and as a community we want to build on
these assets to increase our resilience by providing many a safe space for anyone who is sad,
lonely and feeling isolated or is having thoughts of suicide, this provides a security net for the
community run by the community, so we are all looking out for each other, recognising when
someone isn't their usual self,
This can mean, if interested, that mental health training can be provided on how to talk and
communicate to people who are struggling with their mental health and wellness, this gives an
opportunity to promote good mental health within the community, family and workplace, even
offering safe spaces to talk in local cafes, hairdressers, barbers or shops.
A few of the local businesses have signed up to offering a safe space and getting members of staff
to get training to spot anyone who seems to be struggling, to find out which Brixham businesses
are offering a safe space, look out for Brixham Bee Well stickers in their window.

Also we would love to hear from you or anyone within Brixham who have ideas about making
Brixham a place where people can talk openly about their mental health and well-being and feel
they are supported to get help.
This could entail;
- access training for you or your staff, free face to face and online courses, these courses can
range from half an hour to all day.
- to be a Brixham Bee Well business offering a safe space to talk about mental health for
customers who may be feeling low.
- to have suggestions for making our
local environment more mental health
friendly and aware.

- to join our group, share your ideas,
experience and help make Brixham
Bee Well a success.
To get involved contact myself
Victoria Campbell on
07832 781031
victoriacampbell@torbaycdt.org.uk
brixhambeewell@gmail.com
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South Devon Players Theatre & Film Company
In September 2021, we returned to Chestnut Community
Centre, rehearsing our production of Ben Hur, with a team of
returning and new people, creating our biggest ever show tour
for 2022.
Additionally, due to the extremely high standard of work, our
actors were selected for TV films and commercials this
autumn, additionally working as advisors on films, training
other actors in specialist skills.
We were founded to create professional opportunities for local
people. We range from performers with decades of
experience, to beginners, but we are all united in wanting to
create opportunities, for people in Torbay, regardless of
background. It is a lively, inclusive group where, through
creating ground-breaking shows; local people can develop or continue careers in theatre. We
have big plans to expand - and we would love to hear from local people about getting involved,
free of cost. The organisation is founded, and run, by a member of Equity's national Directors
Committee.
Additionally, we are increasing accessibility of our shows. People often say they cannot attend
theatre shows because they have nobody to attend the theatre show with, and feel anxious about
going on their own. People of all ages may be affected by social anxiety, and loneliness. Our
Theatre Buddies are volunteers whose task it is to meet that person, watch the show with them,
helping that person to enjoy the show, socialise and sit with someone, and feel "included".
For more information: www.southdevonplayers.com
southdevonplayers@gmail.com

Brixham Theatre
Following the reopening of Brixham Theatre at the end of
September we have enjoyed a varied and successful final
quarter of 2021. One of the highlights, however, was not a
show but rather participating in the event celebrating the
Town Hall’s 135th birthday. Scala Hall came to life with a
warm sense of community as folk mingled about visiting the
diverse collection of stalls. Ours offered a slice of cake to
anyone who stopped to chat, including Paul Addison, the chairperson of Brixham Town Council.
The icing on the cake is that the theatre has recently agreed a new lease with the council.
We plan to kick start the new year with a new venture. It comes in the shape of a vintage, sci-fi,
film weekend due to take place from Friday, January 22-24. Expect a close encounter of the
poster kind when publicity mysteriously materialises in strange places. Performances to look
forward to in February include Outside Track, pan-celtic music, and a tribute to Fleetwood Mac. It
is the pantomime season again and Brixham Operatic and Dramatic Society is staging Sleeping
Beauty from February 23rd to the 26th. Oh yes they are!
Productions in March feature Hells Bells, a tribute to AC/DC; Keith James’ Canadian Songbook,
with songs by Neil Young, Joni Mitchell and Leonard Cohen and an Abba tribute. There is also a
performance by Mark Harrison’s amazing original roots band and a tribute to Queen. Check out
our website, www.brixhamtheatre.uk.
We would like to wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year.
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Brixham Harriers
Brixham Harriers is a local running club,
founded some 22 years ago by a group of
like-minded runners, keen to bring the joy of
running to the people of Brixham. Our ethos
has always been inclusive and supportive and
our members range from a few really fast
athletes, to rather more who run for general
physical and mental fitness and for the social
aspects of spending a few hours a week
doing what they love with other people.
The club meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays
every week, come rain or shine, at 6.45pm at
Admiral Pool, Brixham. The run normally
lasts one hour, and a run leader ensures that
everyone understands the route and
re-grouping points. No-one is left behind.
Front runners double back if necessary and anyone leaving the group early is asked to make this
known.
In addition to running, we do like a social event. In the summer we barbeque on the beach and we
have regular ‘tipple runs’ throughout the year, which basically means we start and finish at a local
hostelry and quench our thirst after the run. For the last two years, Brixham Harriers have
collaborated with the local Soroptimists society to host the Brixham Santa Run. This has been a
sell out each time – raising money for local causes, as well as providing a fun occasion for many.
We like to participate in local runs such as Torbay Half Marathon, Totnes 10km, Cockington Caper
and many, many others. Not so locally, members have proudly worn their Harriers vest in New
York, Scotland, Switzerland, Jersey and France to name but a few. We are also out in force at
Torbay Parkrun most Saturdays.
One of our most successful ventures has been the Couch to 5km, which has happened twice a
year since 2018. This has provided many of our now regular members with the support and
encouragement they needed to get started, complete the programme and carry on running.
If you are a runner or want to be one, do check out our website and Facebook page, talk to one of
us at Parkrun, come along for a trial session or join the next Couch to 5km which starts on 11
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Brixham Does Care
Brixham Does Care - Your Local Befriending Charity
Serving the Brixham Community for over 40 Years - Founded
1978
Our office is OPEN and we are able to run most of our groups, we are
however, remaining cautious and asking visitors to our centre to wear a face
covering, use hand sanitiser and keep socially distanced in any communal
spaces.

Unfortunately our cafe remains closed as we need this large space for our groups and activities.
At the moment our charity shop is open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 11 am to 3 pm.
We are in the process of recruiting new volunteers so we can open on Mondays also.

In order to offer these services we are reliant on the help of our volunteers, if you are interested in
becoming a volunteer and have some time to give, please pop in for an informal chat as we have
roles in our Shop and are in need of Minibus Drivers and Befrienders.
We are continuing to provide a visiting service in the TQ5 area for people who are isolated,
housebound or vulnerable
Brixham Does Care also provides Day Care services at The Friends Centre, if you would like any
further information about this service, please call Karen on 01803 224970.
For further information on groups and events at Brixham Does Care, please call 857727 or check
out our website www.brixhamdoescare.co.uk
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Brixham Foodbank
The Brixham Foodbank has moved to 14 Brewery
Lane (just next to the Strand Bakery), a move that
is necessary because we are bursting out of the
Torbay room at the Town Hall where we have been
accommodated since the Foodbank was first
opened in 2013/4.
We are very grateful to the Brixham Town Council
for all their help over the years. We will be in our
new home by the beginning of December.
Unfortunately, the cumulative effects of rising
prices for food, rent and fuel, and the slowing down
of extra help for those on Universal Credit and
furlough during the lockdown, have resulted in
many more individuals and families needing
food-support in Brixham (and surrounding villages).
Sickness for the self-employed and any
unexpected bills (perhaps repair of a cooker or
maintenance for a car) can push those on low
incomes into food-poverty.
Our customers are provided with sufficient food, toiletries and some pet food, for three days. From
January to October this year we have provided food for 1,822 people (which would have made
5,466 meals) and since September the numbers seeking assistance has slowly risen,
predominantly single men and larger families. The people of Brixham (and the clubs and
organisations) are very generous, during the pandemic many have given money directly to our bank
account which we use to buy more of the essentials (I can provide the details), and many more put
food in the donation boxes in Tesco and the top Co-op stores which are much appreciated - we are
always in need of more protein, and everyday staples such as fat, milk, sugar and toilet rolls, if you
use it every day we need it at the Foodbank!
We really appreciate your donations, we couldn’t manage without them, and your prayers. Many,
many thanks - Elisabeth (01803 857594)

Youth Genesis Trust
Youth Genesis Trust has been supporting young
people aged 10-25 in Brixham for almost 13 years
by offering a programme of support and learning
through a series of activities and workshops that
are designed to challenge, innovate, and inspire
the next generation living in our local
communities.
Through the street-based youth work sessions in the town centre and local green space, tailored
project work and one-to-one person-centred coaching sessions we are offering support to young
people facing challenging issues such as bullying, low self-esteem, confidence, low aspirations,
substance misuse, poor mental health, relationships, and health.
Can you help make a difference to the lives of young people living in Brixham? We are looking for
volunteers on a Monday and Friday afternoon or evening, during term time only.

For more information, please contact Tina. Telephone: 07949599662 or email:
tina@youthgenesis.org.uk or visit our website https://www.youthgenesis.org.uk/
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Brixham Soroptimists Centenary
Soroptimists International celebrate 100 years, and to commemorate the centenary of the
organisation are planting trees worldwide.
The First Action of saving trees was in 1921
when they lobbied to save the great
Redwoods and established The Redwood
Grove in California. 100 years later Brixham
Soroptimists decided to plant a tree locally.
They contacted the Natural Environment
Torbay for advice on tree varieties and
sites. The Soroptimists were advised to
contact Friends of St. Mary’s Park in
Brixham where Megan Hart their group
secretary was very helpful and supportive.
A Lime Tree was selected and a Golden
Sunset variety was suggested. Susan
Laurie, President of Brixham Soroptimists
planted the tree in St. Mary’s Park and said
that the Brixham Soroptimists were
delighted to have been able to work with the community on this project and hope that it will benefit
many local people. Soroptimists say “Plant Trees for a Brilliant Future” to help the environment.
November was a very busy month for members of Brixham Soroptimists. On the 6th their 73rd
Charter Anniversary Dinner was held at the Berry Head Hotel. President Susan Laurie welcomed
guests from around the region including the Regional President of the South West and Channel
Islands, Jackie Collins. The speaker for the evening was Flowa from Medicines Sans Frontieres
who spoke about her work in Afghanistan. The evening was rounded off with music provided by
Graham Davis, and dancing.
Mid November a quiz was held at the Yacht Club where some members and guests enjoyed a
supper beforehand. The evening was very successful and with a raffle raised £406 for local
charities. Members gathered and filled 48 Christmas shoe boxes for underprivileged children.
These boxes will go to various countries across Eastern Europe, Africa and Central Asia.
We concluded the month with our annual Christmas Fair and coffee morning at the Methodist Hall
in Fore Street. Again money raised will go to local charities and we were lucky enough to raise
£376.52 considering the dreadful weather. Throughout the month we continued to make the heart
shaped cushions which we donate to the Breast Care Unit at Torbay Hospital.
Brixham Soroptimists did a beach
clean at Breakwater Beach in
support of The Great British Beach
Clean. It is hoped that this will take
place at local beaches on a regular
basis.
Members mainly found cigarette
ends, fishing tackle and polystyrene.
Interestingly since the 5 pence
charge for plastic bags has been
introduced at most supermarkets
there has been a drop of 55% found
on our beaches.
It was a beautiful day and afterwards
members enjoyed a well earned
coffee in the sun kindly donated by
the Breakwater Bistro.
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Torbay & South Devon NHS Trust

Celebration Day for Unpaid Carers
A great success – despite Storm Arwen!
November 25th is Carers Rights Day, promoting the rights of unpaid Carers, those
people who support a family member or friend with health or care needs.
Torbay has a wide range of organisations supporting unpaid Carers, however
young or old they are, and whomever they care for. These Carers have had a
particularly hard time during the pandemic, with restrictions to many services
which give them a break, and with many people taking on new caring roles. It was
decided to hold a Celebration event to say ‘thank you’ and raise awareness of
Carer support, as most people who support family do not know what is available to
make their lives easier.

Torbay Carers Services (from Torbay & South Devon NHS Trust) partnered with Imagine Torbay
Multi-cultural Group, Torbay Young Carers and Torbay Council’s Children with Disability Team to
plan a ‘mini-festival’ with music and food outside Paignton Library and activities inside.
The previous two weeks were flat calm, dry and mild, but the team planned for rain, organising
multiple gazebos. We hadn’t planned for Storm Arwen though, with wind gusting to 93mph and
wind chill making it minus 1! Thinking the gazebos might end up on Berry Head, we moved
everything indoors.
Many people braved the weather, and thoroughly enjoyed the entertainment, activities and food,
plus the opportunity to speak to the various Carers staff. One gentleman told me it ‘made his
Christmas’.
Thanks to everyone who came and those who provided Japanese and other crafts, aromatherapy,
Tai Chi, henna hand designs, hair braiding, balloon sculptures, plus Mubashera, Beatrice and Caffe
Cosi for the fabulous refreshments, Tissues and
Issues (Parent Carer Support Group) for
information (and dancing!), Georgie Brown,
Kevin Foster MP and Cllr Darling for supporting
us, Sue from Lions Club, Lea for leading the
singing, but particularly to 11 year old TJ the DJ
and to 8-year old Peter who ended up being a
soloist when the rest of his choir had to
self-isolate!
For more information about any support to
unpaid Carers www.tsdft.uk/carers or contact
signposts@nhs.net 01803 66 66 20 or
Facebook.com/TorbayCarers
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Shoalstone Seawater Pool News
A glorious sunny mid-October day was experienced by
all who took part or came to support the "controlled
chaos" that is our very popular Autumn dog swim day at
the pool. This event marked the end of a successful
year at the pool. It was surprising to find out how far
some travelled to take part, with Lucy and her dog
Finley having come all the way from Bristol to attend.
As a result of community feedback, we have tried to
increase the period that the pool can be safely used by
people for "unsupervised usage", so those periods
when lifeguards are not in attendance. As a result, for
the first time the pool was available for public use until
the beginning of October.
This trial, helped by lovely weather during September, was a great success. It was particularly
popular with many local swimmers who enjoyed the slightly quieter atmosphere at this time of the
year. We are considering whether this can be expanded in the future, especially with the growing
number of swimmers who enjoy outdoor swimming throughout the year to benefit their health and
wellbeing.
We have succeeded in getting a grant of £1800 from the OPPC which, combined with the £1200
raised through crowdfunding, will allow us to install a decent CCTV system with full entry/egress
and pool coverage and a weatherproof cabinet.
We had one final event at the pool in 2021, this being our traditional New Year’s Eve dip. This
event helped to raise money for the pool but perhaps more importantly represented a truly
memorable fun community experience for all, whether you are a keen swimmer or just want a
splash with friends or family.
Thanks to our fundraising team we have events lined up for 2022. Please do come and support
us:
Wednesday 16th February – Quiz Night at Brixham Yacht Club – please book direct with the yacht
club
Tuesday 15th March at 6.30 pm – 3 courses (set menu), auction and raffle at Rockfish Brixham,
£25.00 per person. Last year tickets sold out very quickly so don’t miss out!
Contact us on info@shoalstonepool.com for tickets
The next important chapter in the future of Shoalstone Pool will take place in early 2022. This
milestone will be the merger between the tireless pool fundraisers of The Friends Of Shoalstone
Pool and the pool operating company Shoalstone Pool CIC to become Shoalstone Seawater Pool
Charitable Incorporated Organisation.
As a CIO we will be an official registered charitable organisation and as such will be eligible to
apply for many more sources of external funding to help us sustain Shoalstone Pool.
We have identified further structural work needed as part of our long-term
strategy of improvements to the pool and this should help us raise the
necessary funds. Do keep an eye out early next year for further information on the launch of the CIO.
As always, we are keen to hear from anyone who wants to support us in
the running of Shoalstone pool. You can write to us c/o Brixham Town
Council, email us at info@shoalstonepool.com or leave a message on
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/shoalstone/.
Our website and Facebook page always have our latest news, events for
your diary and other useful information.
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Rotary Club of Brixham
THE ROTARY CLUB OF BRIXHAM PLANT
PURPLE CROCUS CORMS TO PROMOTES
WORLD POLIO DAY
Members of the Rotary Club of Brixham
celebrated World Polio Day recently by
planting many of 4,000 purple crocus
corms at the Brixham Rugby Club and
planting is taking place at other locations
in Brixham.
Brixham President, Roy Tuttle, said “I can’t
think of a better way to promote the Rotary
effort to eradicate Polio from the world, by
our club continuing to publicise this cause
and to remind people that Polio is now
only in 2 countries in the world.”
He continued, “As well as selling some
800 crocus corms at the Scala Hall last
month, these purple crocuses, planted in
support of World Polio day, were
distributed for planting to YES for planting
outside The Edge, the Furzeham Garden
Project, the Churston Farm Cafe/Shop and
Brixham Interact Club planting some at
Brixham College.

BTC Lengthsmen Supervisor, Bryon Freer, preparing the
ground ready for planting

It also meant that our
members were able to
plant some at Brixham
Rugby Club.”
In conclusion President
Roy said “Rotary
worldwide continues in
its efforts to eradicate
this terrible disease, in
the wild, in both
Pakistan and with more
difficulty now in
Afghanistan but by
keeping public
awareness in focus we
are sure we will
succeed.”
Rotary Club members joining in with the planting
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Brixham In Bloom 2021
South West in Bloom is organized by the Royal
Horticultural society and for 2021 Brixham won
a GOLD Award in the Portman Cup presented
at Weston Super Mare on 7th October.
Our entry was judged in late July when our 2
judges toured our town and enjoyed a lovely
sunny day to view Brixham at it’s best.
Brixham In Bloom is made up of 8 local
Community Groups who each contributed to our
entry.
One such group was Indigos Goes Green who
won a runner up prize in the Gordon Ford
trophy for best It’s Your Neighbourhood Award
entry against over 300 entries for the South
West. Another was Mooring Reach which won
the top prize in Best Horticultural Display - non Municipal.
All of our other groups won exceptionally high awards also. There was even a Highly Commended
Certificate for the two Skeletons hanging in cages around our harbour for Art in the Landscape.
After everyone had taken to their gardens during lockdown, as part of our Brixham In Bloom entry
we ran a Love Your Brixham Garden Competition for Residents and Businesses.
Support and entry forms were obtainable from Brixham Town Council and Flour Flower in Middle
Street.
The judges were very impressed by the standard of entries which ranged from window boxes,
through small courtyard gardens to large private gardens and Commercial displays. They were
astounded and extremely pleased to see such wonderful gardens here in Brixham.
The winners were as follows;
Private Gardens


GOLD

Mr A & Mrs K Wilson



SILVER GILT Mrs Jill Daw



SILVER

Mrs W Smallman



BRONZE

Mrs L Read

Commercial


GOLD

Middle Street Traders



SILVER

Ella’s Chocolate and Tea House



BRONZE Brixham Town Council
for Edinburgh Road Telebug Hotel.

Everyone received a Certificate and from the funds raised through
the entry fee prizes were awarded to the top 7 winners.
We have received great feedback and therefore may well run the competition again for 2022.
Disclaimer
Brixham Town Council is not responsible for any errors, omissions or alterations with regards to
entries in this newsletter. The content, views and opinions of articles do not necessarily represent
the views of Brixham Town Council or the editor. The accuracy of the content in this newsletter is
not guaranteed.
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Make 2022 a year for healthy body & mind
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Civic Award Winners 2021
There were two well deserving recipients of the Council’s Lifetime
Achievement Civic Award. Each nomination received are discussed at
the Community & Environment Committee meetings and winners are
then invited to the Full Council meeting to be presented their awards
by the Chairperson Paul Addison.
Mary Thompson (pictured right)
Who was nominated for her tireless work with
Pride In Brixham, who along with their
volunteers, ensure the gardens and areas
they maintain always look beautiful for the
residents and visitors of Brixham.
Thelma Evans (pictured left)
Who was recognised for her 60 years of collecting for the Salvation Army,
come all weathers, in Fore Street and the pubs of Brixham.
If you know would like to nominate a well deserving individual to be
recognised with a Civic Award please call our offices on 01803 859678 or
email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk and request an application form.

Support Brixham

FISH&CHIPS
64 Bolton Street, Brixham TQ5 9DH
Telephone: 01803 855771 or order online at www.davids-chippy.co.uk
We now have an APP to download so you can order directly from your mobile phone
We’re open 7 days a week! Home delivery available Friday & Saturday evenings.
JANUARY WINTER WARMER: A pot of our Homemade Curry Sauce & Chips
£3.99
FEBRUARY WINTER WARMER: Steak & Kidney Pudding, Chips & a pot of
gravy £5.99
MARCH WINTER WARMER: 6 Chicken Bites (made with 100%
chicken breast), Chips & a pot of curry sauce £7.99

Like us on Facebook to
hear all our latest offers
and news.
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