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COMMUNITY RECOVERY PLAN
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused many
changes to our everyday lives at a large social
and economic cost. No one has gone
unaffected. We all have had to change the way
that we work, shop and socialise without much
notice. Our high streets are eerily deserted and
our parks and beaches have been empty apart
from a few out enjoying their daily
exercise. This of course, has begun to change
with many residents coming out to enjoy our
recent sunny weather and the shops starting to
reopen.
It is not clear what our town will look like after
the end of the outbreak, or even how the
Country will come out of lockdown. Many town
centres may not manage to recover from the
effects of the crisis, unless they start acting
immediately to develop the necessary capacity
for recovery and then longer-term
transformation. Many businesses in the wider
town will have huge challenges to face.
So what has the Town Council done?
The Town Council has continued to work for our
community during the first ‘lock-down’ phase of
this crisis. We had to close the Town Hall but
have been continuing to work, focussing our
initial efforts responding to the fast-changing
situation.

What’s Inside this issue ...

1. Two Councillors have collaborated with
community groups and a new partnership
group was formed. The group, now known
as Brixham Stronger Together include local
community groups such as Yes Brixham,
Brixham Foodbank, Brixham Does Care,
Fishermen’s Mission and Churches
Together.
2. We have worked closely with Brixham
Chamber of Commerce and Torbay Council
to help businesses receive their much
needed Business Support Grant.
3. We have worked closely with businesses to
help them access as much support as
possible, directing them to any funding that is
available to them.
Continued on page 13 ...
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Brixham Celebrates Local Heroes
Do you know of an unsung hero? This could be a community organisation, a business, a Brixham
charity or an individual who has gone the extra mile to support the community.

Wow! What a fantastic response to our Celebrating Local Heroes.
Thank you for all the nominations and please keep them coming in. These are
the businesses that we have celebrated to date. Don’t worry if you haven’t
seen your nomination yet. We have a lovely long list and will continue to
celebrate the nominations each week. It is amazing to see how many
businesses have adapted so well to the changes.
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Bus Network Questionnaire
We are working with Torbay Council to find out how often bus routes are used in Brixham to help
identify if the services are well used or need improvements, for example. Please take the time to
complete and return this form to Brixham Town Council offices.
If you would prefer to complete this questionnaire online, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/y8d5j955
What is your name and postcode? (Required answer)
Name

…………………………………………………………...

Postcode …………………………………………………………...
Please tick the age range that applies to you (Required answer)

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65 and over

Do you use a bus service in Brixham? (Required answer)
Yes
No

Which operator do you use? (Required answer)
Stagecoach

Country Bus Other (Please state)

How often do you use the service? (Required answer)
Frequency

Stagecoach

Country Bus

Other Operator
(please state operator)

Daily
Twice Weekly
Weekly
Fortnightly
Monthly
Never
Other (please state)
Which route do you use? If more than one, please list (Required answer)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please tell us why you are making these journeys (Required answer)
Education
Facility

Employment
or Training

Healthcare
Facility

Leisure / Social Supermarket /
Activity
Food Shopping

Brixham
Town Centre

Other (Please state) …………………………………………………………………………………………..
Continued on page 4 ...
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Bus Network Questionnaire
Continued from page 3 …
How reliable do you find this service? (Required answer)
Very reliable

Somewhat
reliable

Neither reliable
nor unreliable

Somewhat
unreliable

Very unreliable

Do you use any other form of transport? If yes, please advise.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Do you think the service could be improved?
Yes

No

How would you improve the service?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
If this service was cancelled, would you be prepared to consider one of the following options
to retain a service? (Required answer)
Pay Full Pay towards
Price
the fare

Pay a subscription
(this does not
guarantee you a
space)

Not prepared Other
to pay

Do you have any other comments regarding the bus network in Brixham?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Thank you for completing this questionnaire.
Please return it by post (the Town Hall is closed) to Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New
Road, Brixham TQ5 8TA before 31st July 2020.
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Calendar of Town Council Meetings
2020
Thurs 26th June

Full Council

2pm

Thurs 30th July

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 3rd September

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 8th October

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 19th November

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 17th December

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 21st January

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 18th February

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 25th March

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 29th April

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

Thurs 20th May

Full Council

Time to be confirmed

2021

All meetings will be held virtually until such time that face to face meetings are permitted. The link to
each meeting is published on the agenda which is issued a week prior to the meeting. The full
agenda pack is available to view on the Council website. A copy of the agenda is also available to
view on the Town Council noticeboard at the front of the Town Hall.

Coronavirus Social Emergency Fund
Brixham Town Councillors unanimously voted to create a Coronavirus Social Emergency Fund by
releasing all grant monies in the Council’s 2020/21 budget.
Speaking after the Council had held its first ever Virtual Meeting, Town Clerk Tracy Hallett said that
Councillors were anxious to provide the maximum support that was possible from its limited budget.
“By pooling the grant support listed under various headings in this year’s budget the Council is now
in a position to make a total of £26,500 available to organisations and groups that are supporting the
most vulnerable members of our community, if needed”, she said.
“We have set up a streamlined grant application form specifically for the purpose in order to speed
up the process of releasing funding quickly to meet the needs of the moment in a crisis situation”,
she added.

A new Brixham Partnership was recently set up expressly for the purpose of providing maximum
support to the most needy or isolated members of the community and comprises a number of
groups working together collaboratively to ensure speedy and effective delivery.
“Members of the Council are unanimous in their support for the groups and organisations who are
offering these services and recognise the importance of providing whatever help it can at this
unprecedented moment in the town’s history”, said Tracy.

Coronavirus Social Emergency Fund Balance
Budget
Grants

Balance

£26,500 Budget agreed on 21st April 2020
£500 Granted to Riviera FM, a Torbay Community Radio Station. The grant
will go towards the purchase of a computer playout system to allow
volunteer broadcasters to present their programmes remotely.
£26,000 For details on how to apply, visit the Council website, email
info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk or call 01803 859678.
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Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers.

PROPERTY REPAIRS
D.M.EDWARDS EST 1984

Local trader established for over 30 years, trusted and
reliable. Call now with confidence.
Specialising in:
Gutter/fascia replacement, maintenance and cleaning.
Joinery. Glazing. Roofing repairs and cement work.
Holiday home maintenance a speciality.
No job too small no call out charge NO VAT
Tip the scales in your favour choose a reputable trader.

DAVE EDWARDS 07713 636251 or
C5dmedwards@gmail.com

New members always welcome
First year’s membership reduced

Call our Engineer to
book the new mobile
home scooter servicing
and repairs facility.

Hassle Free, direct to your
door, Sales and Advice on
all mobility products
available.

01803 220378
Cavendish Healthcare Ltd
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Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers.

TV ANTIQUES EXPERT
JOHN PRESTIGE WISHES TO BUY
GOLD AND SILVER ITEMS OF ALL TYPES
ROLEX, OMEGA AND TUDOR WATCHES
PRE 1947 SILVER COINS
ALL TYPES OF GOLD AND SILVER JEWELLERY
OIL PAINTINGS AND WATERCOLOURS
CHINESE, JAPANESE AND INDIAN ITEMS
MEDALS, MILITARY WATCHES ETC
GOLD SOVEREIGNS AND KRUGGERANDS
SILVER AND GOLD POCKET WATCHES
CHINA AND PORCELAIN ITEMS
OLD POSTCARDS AND ALBUMS
ALSO MANY ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO LIST

I HAVE BEEN DEALING IN ANTIQUES FOR OVER 45 YEARS AND MY
EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE WILL ENABLE YOU TO ACHIEVE THE
VERY HIGHEST PRICE POSSIBLE
I WILL CALL TO VALUE ANY ITEM FREE OF CHARGE

PLEASE CALL JOHN PRESTIGE ON 01803 856141 / 853739
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Helpful Contact Numbers
Emergency Services

999

Other

Action Fraud

0300 1232040

Anti Terrorist Hotline

0800 789321

Brixham Chamber Commerce:
chair@brixhamchamber.co.uk

Crime Stoppers

0800 555111

Devon and Cornwall Police

101

Victim Support

0845 3030900

Devon & Somerset Fire and
Rescue Service (not 24/7)

01392 872200

Healthcare

English Riviera Tourist
Company

01803 211211

NSPCC Helpline

0808 8005000

RSPCA

0300 1234999

Torbay Wildlife Rescue Centre

01803 557624

Torbay Coast and Countryside
Trust

01803 520022

MIU (Totnes)

01803 862622

MP’s

MIU (Newton Abbot)

01626 324500

Compass House Medical
Centre

01803 855897

NHS

111

St. Lukes Medical Centre

01803 495400

Totnes Constituency
Anthony Mangnall MP
Constituency Office
Conservative Club, Station
Road, Totnes TQ9 5HW

Dentist (Emergency Out of
Hours)

0333 063300

Community Dental Service

01803 21777

Brixham Dental Practice

01803 853980

Smiles Ahead

01803 857606

BUPA Dental Care

01803 858392

01803 868378

anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk
Torbay Constituency
Kevin Foster MP
Constituency Office
5-7 East Street
Torquay TQ2 5SD

01803 214989

kevin.foster.mp@parliament.uk
Torbay Ward Councillor Contact Details

Support
Alcoholics Anonymous

0800 9177650

Furzeham with Summercombe Ward

Citizen Advice

03444 111444

Samaritans

116 123

Cllr Vic Ellery
C/o Town Hall
Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
vic.ellery@torbay.gov.uk

Torbay Council

01803 854928

General

01803 201201

Connections

01803 207201

Cllr Mike Morey & Cllr Jackie Stockman
Contact details can be found on page 7

Dog Warden

01803 208091

St. Mary’s with Summercombe Ward

Brixham Harbour Office

01803 853321

Highways

01803 207740

Housing

01803 208723

TOR2

01803 701316

Emergency Out of Hours

01803 550405

Utilities (Emergency)
Floodline

0800 807060

British Gas

0800 111 999

South West Water

0800 1691144

Western Power

0800 365900

Cllr Celia Brown
C/o Town Hall
Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
celia.brown@torbay.gov.uk

07577 030630

Cllr Terry Manning
C/o Town Hall
Castle Circus
Torquay TQ1 3DR
terry.manning@torbay.gov.uk

01803 859427
Or
07547 831814

The Brixham Signal is published four times a
year: January, April, July & October.
Deadlines for submissions are 1st December,
March, June and September.
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What’s On in Brixham
Organisation
Monday

Location

Time

Contact

Details

(Due to Coronavirus, we recommend you contact organisations first.)

Brixham Town Band The Friends
Centre

7.45pm

01803 853539

Practice Session (Oct
-May)

Brixham Does Care
Film Club

@Function Room, 1pm
Town Hall

01803 857727

Tickets: £6.
Members: £5
1st Monday of month

Visual Eyes Torbay

United Reformed
Church

2pm-4pm

07951 659514

1st Monday of month

Youth Genesis

The Place

7pm-9pm

Michelle
07909 915267

Youth Drop in for 1118 years (Term Time)

Brixham Rugby
Club

7.30pm-9.30pm

01803 431560

Demo evening. 3rd
Tuesday of month

Tuesday
Brixham Art Society

Brixham Detachment of Devon Army
Cadet Force

Laura 07715 332721
dalesandro@armymail.mod.uk

Brixham Harriers
Running Club

Meet: Admiral
6.45pm
Swimming Centre

01803 850566

Brixham Harmony

Catholic Church
Hall

1.30pm-3.30pm

01803 862246

Brixham Ladies
Forum

Catholic Church
Hall

10am

01803 854928

Alternative Tuesdays

Brixham Means
Business

Berry Head Hotel 7.30am-9am

01803 855210

Last Tuesday of
month

Brixham Rotary Club Brixham Cricket
Club

6.45pm

2nd, 4th & 5th
Tuesday of month

Brixham Stroke
Association

United Reformed
Church

2pm

01803 882269

Alternative Tuesdays

Brixham U3A

Brixham Rugby
Club

1.30pm

01803 857929

2nd Tuesday of
month

Chess Club

Conservative
Club

7pm

01803 854409

Community Music

The Edge

01803 851414

Knit and Natter

@Function Room, 10.30amTown Hall
12.30pm

01803 857727

Mensheds

The Edge

01803 883794

Quay Harmony
Ladies Choir

United Reformed
Church

Royal Naval
Association

Brixham Rugby
Club

11am-4pm

Janet
01803 851991
8pm

01803 857947

Serenty’s Garden
Higher Brixham
Development Circles Community
Centre

7.30pm-9.30pm

01803 857870

Veteran Seafarers
Association

2pm

Alan
01803 854990

United Reformed
Church

2nd Tuesday of
month. £2.
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1st Tuesday of month

What’s On in Brixham
Organisation
Wednesday

Location

Time

Contact

Details

(Due to Coronavirus, we recommend you contact organisations first.)

Memory Café

United Reformed
Church

Brixham Handbell
Ringers

St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm-8.30pm Sue
07926 971756

Brixham Horticultural Catholic Church
Society
Hall

1.30pm

2pm

07803 115828

01803 853539

Atlas Care

1st Wednesday of
month. Not January.

Riviera Singers
Ladies Choir

Methodist Church 7.30pm
Hall

Chris
01803 883886

Torbay Owls and
Company

Galmpton Village
Institute

7pm

01803 853453

Last Wednesday of
month

7.30pm

Val
01803 851392

2nd Thursday of
month

Thursday
Astrology Group
Ballroom &
Sequence Dancing

Catholic Church
Hall

1.30pm-3.30pm

Bell Ringing

St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm-9pm

Guy on 07764 344694

Brixham Blues Club

The Old Coaching 8.30pm-11pm
Inn

01803 855256

Brixham Harriers
Running Club

Meet: Admiral
6.45pm
Swimming Centre

01803 850566

Brixham Orpheus
Male Voice Choir

Methodist Church 7.15pm to
Hall
9.00pm

Contact David Brown on 01803 361294
or 01803 445130

Brixham Probus
Club

Catholic Church
Hall

01803 854191 or 01803 883087

9.30am

4th Thursday of
month

Brixham Town Band Brixham College
Music Dept

6.30pm Training Dave Phillips
Band
01803 853539
7.45pm Main
Band

Brixham Women’s
Institute

Brixham Rugby
Club

2.15pm

Tina
01803 854486

Mensheds

The Edge

11am-4pm

01803 883794

Soroptimists

Brixham Rugby
Club

7.30pm

2nd Thursday of
month

3rd Thursday of
month (except Aug)
1st & 3rd Thursday of
month (except Aug)

Friday
Brixham TT Club
Youth Genesis

7pm

Mr Pengelly
07778 287387

Alternative Fridays

Streetbase Youth 7pm-9pm
Work Team &
The Place

Michelle
07909 915267

Term Time & Youth
Drop in for 11-18
years.

Brixham C of E
School Hall

Bryan
bryanpitman33@btinternet.com

Saturday
Brixham Rugby
Cubs

10am (3-4yrs)
11am (5-6 yrs)
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Brixham Town Council Contact Details
Furzeham with Summercombe Ward
Paul Addison
07815 854765
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, paul.addison@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
David Giles
2 Elizabeth Avenue, Brixham TQ5 0AY

01803 469248
david.giles@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Richard Haddock
1 Bourne Court, Brixham TQ5 0RN

01803 857826 (evenings only)
richard.haddock@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Susan Laurie
07557 802870
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, susan.laurie@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Brixham TQ5 8TA
Mike Morey
37a Pillar Avenue, Brixham TQ5 8LF

01803 853316
mike.morey@torbay.gov.uk

Jill Regan
Flat 3, Trevelyan Court, Church Street, Brixham
TQ5 8HQ

07991 151764
jill.regan@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Jackie Stockman
Winsome, Higher Furzeham Road, Brixham TQ5
8QP

01803 851255
jackie.stockman@torbay.gov.uk

St. Peter’s with St. Mary’s Ward
Ian Carr
27 Station Hill, Brixham TQ5 8BN

07411 441469
ian.carr@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Councillor Vacancy
Eleanor Hoggart
35 Great Rea Road, Brixham TQ5 9SW

01803 856135
eleanor.hoggart@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Anne Massey
01803 855256
Berry House, 57a Berry Head Road, Brixham TQ5 anne.massey@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
9AA
Siv White
47a Fore Street, Brixham TQ5 8AA

01803 859004
siv.white@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Office
Tracy Hallett, Town Clerk
Linda McGuirk, Deputy Town Clerk
First Floor, Brixham Town Hall, New Road,
Brixham TQ5 8TA

01803 859678
info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Office Open to the Public:
Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm

Social Media
You can follow the Town Council (brixhamtc) on
Twitter, Linkedin and Facebook
Disclaimer

Brixham Town Council is not responsible for any errors, omissions or alterations with regards to
entries in this newsletter. The content, views and opinions of articles do not necessarily represent
the views of Brixham Town Council or the editor. The accuracy of the content in this newsletter is
not guaranteed.
To list your event in the Signal, please ensure it is listed on the Events calendar on our
website www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/eventslist.php
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BRIXHAM
TUESDAY 5.30pm and 7.30pm
Our Lady Star of the Sea Roman Catholic Church Hall, New
Road
Samantha 07759 664809
GALMPTON
THURSDAY 3.30pm and 5.30 pm
MONDAY 6.30pm
Brixham Rugby Club, Rea Barn Road.
Galmpton Football Club, Greenway Road.
Kerrie 01803 392034
Angela 07725 469697
GOODRINGTON
TUESDAY 5.00pm and 7.00pm
Goodrington Methodist Church, Grange Road
Suzie 07866 310983

PAIGNTON
Christ Church Hall, Torquay Road
Tuesday 09.30 and 11.30am
Suzie 07866 310993

WEDNESDAY 09.30am
Goodrington Methodist Church, Grange Road
Lucy 07950 347313

Palace Avenue Methodist Church, Palace
Avenue
Saturday 8.00am
Maria 07946 083363

FRIDAY 09.30 and 11.30 am
Goodrington Methodist Church, Grange Road
Anna 07443 488795

(Please note group times correct at time of
printing. Please contact the consultant
before attending a group.)

Are you a successful Slimming World member? Would you like to help others discover
the magic of Slimming World? Are you interested in finding our more about the very
special role of a consultant? We would love to see you at our next Opportunity Event come and find out what it’s like to be part of our amazing team.
Call Louisa on 07446 516967 to book your place.

More Lights but Less Drama for Brixham this Christmas
Because of uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
Brixham Town Council has been forced to cancel Christmas lights
switch on event ‘Lanterns, Lights & ‘Luminations’ which was
scheduled for Saturday 28th November.
But Brixham’s Christmas lights will not be dimmed – they will be
brighter than ever. The Town Council has added to and updated
this year’s display in partnership with ‘Lighting Up Brixham’, the
successful community group dedicated to enhancing the Christmas
lights each year.
“The cancellation might seem like a premature decision, but it is important public money is not
invested in an event that may have to be cancelled eventually because of ongoing social distancing
restrictions,” said deputy town clerk, Linda McGuirk.
“Lanterns, Lights & ‘Luminations is one of the biggest Christmas lights switch on events in the South
West and attracts thousands of visitors. Such a well-attended event could not be safely socially
distanced and a last-minute enforced cancellation would be costly. More and better Christmas lights
will be switched on, but without the crowds,” she added.

Councillor Paul Addison, chairperson of the Community Services Committee, said “Although we will
not be holding a large public gathering to switch on the lights this year, we do have a plan to
celebrate the festive season while maintaining social distancing restrictions”. He added: “Planning is
in the early stages and further details will be released once they are finalised.”
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Community Recovery Plan

2019 / 20 Unaudited Accounts
Please see below the unaudited accounts for
2019/20.

Continued from page 1 …

4. We have created a list of businesses that
offer home delivery and this list is continuing
to be updated on a regular basis.

£
INCOME

5. We organised the Celebrating Local Heroes
event, inviting residents to nominate their
local business hero and we are celebrating
two businesses a week highlighting their
help and support to residents during the
lockdown.

Community projects

15,988.00

Community & the Environment

15,766.65

Precept

317,372.00

6. We encouraged everyone to take part in a
virtual VE Day. The Town Hall was even
decorated for the occasion!

Interest on Investments

7. We organised a virtual in bloom competition
so locals could show off their fabulous
gardens.

Council Services

6,951.56

General Administration

6,820.99

8. We have supported locals and where
necessary, redirecting them to organisations
that can help them further.

Total Income

9. We have monitored press releases and
social media statements from Torbay
Council and Brixham Police and shared their
information on our social media sites.

Community Projects

112,918.56

General Administration

189,517.34

Premises

3,144.40
68,318.61

434,362.21

EXPENDITURE

10. We have published daily supportive words
of comfort on our social media sites.

Community & the Environment

75,990.15

Premises

78,476.14

And this is all whilst our Hall Keeper has taken
the opportunity to do some much needed
maintenance jobs within the Town Hall and our
staff have been working from home still
continuing to operate “business as usual”!

Council Services

However, now is the time to move on to stage
two of the framework and look at prerecovery. We are keen to ensure that our
community and economy bounces back from
this crisis and are putting together a small
working group, to focus on this, particularly on
what we can do to support both the voluntary
sector and businesses within our town. We
want to work with key community groups and
organisations to develop a recovery plan suited
for our community. The collaborative work
which has seen us through the first part of this
crisis must continue until we see our community
move forward to whatever the new normality
may be.

2,767.71

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

459,669.90

Balance as at 01/04//19

210,848.20

Add Total Income

434,362.21

645,210.41
Deduct Total Expenditure
Stock Adjustment
Transfer to / from reserves
Balance as at 31/03/20

459,669.90
0.00
12,438.25
197,978.76

Brixham Town Council’s 2019 - 20 Annual
Report is available on the Town Council
website. (www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/
documents.php). If you do not have access to
the internet, but would like a copy of the report,
please contact us on 01803 859678 to arrange
for a copy to be posted to you.

If you want to know more about the recovery
plan, or have the skills and expertise to help the
development of the recovery plan, please
contact the Town Council.
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Your Ageing Well update Rosemary Clarke
Hello people of Brixham. Victoria Campbell & Rosemary Clarke are your
two Community Builders/Timebank Brokers for Brixham.

Rosemary Clarke and
Victoria Campbell

As a Community Builder my work has always been varied & community
based. Then COVID-19 came along & life seemed to turn upside down. I became part of the Torbay
Community Coronavirus Helpline emergency response team.
So instead of being involved in local activities & working with local people I was an Emergency
Response covering Brixham & Paignton. In reality it was Paignton as Brixham Does Care (BDC)
covered Brixham. People were phoning the helpline all day. Their requests were then passed to me
all throughout the day. In the early weeks I was ridiculously busy going shopping, going to various
pharmacies to collect prescriptions & to food banks to collect food parcels & then deliver these
things to people who are self-isolating at their home.
From morning to evening my working days were ruled by constant emails sending me in all
directions. There was no getting away from the queues. I would spend up to an hour waiting outside
one pharmacy & perhaps another hour at the next. Sometimes I would visit the same pharmacy 2 or
3 times or 5 different pharmacies. Imagine the frustration when I got in & was told that the
prescription request had not been received, was not due for another week or the item was not in
stock. I knew that someone was at home waiting for me to bring them their medication so not getting
it would cause them anxiety.
As I live in Brixham I do not know where local shops are in Paignton, so I used the bigger
supermarkets. It was bizarre to see some shelves empty & many items rationed. It was not
easy trying to shop for 2 or 3 people at the same time & although it took much longer I did it. It was
not easy for me with public toilets shut. And because of the workload I had not time to drive back to
Brixham to use my own loo or to have lunch.
Thankfully nearly two months on, things did ease. Volunteers came forward, their references have
been checked & many matched with people who need ongoing support. This released time for me to
deliver volunteer packs & packs of PPE to carers at home. I had a lot fewer emergency pick-ups to
do. I took some annual leave, I caught up on emails & called people in my patch, checking how they
are & trying to help them stay connected with each other. Through connecting with many of the
people in Brixham I previously had contact with, I know they & I look forward to the day when we
can all meet in person again.
Having spent the last two & a half years facilitating people to get out & socialise it may well be a
struggle to help people overcome any apprehension they have of catching COVID-19 even after we
are allowed more freedom.
A date for your diary - The Ageing Well Festival returns to
the Riviera Centre in Torquay on October 24th for the sixth
annual event – created by older people for older people. If
you want to know more contact me.

“Brixham Gems” if you want
others to know about anything you
are involved in please pass on the
details to your Community Builders.

We work as part of the Ageing Well Torbay project, funded by Big Lottery, aiming to
reconnect communities and reduce social isolation amongst the 50 plus generations across
Torbay. Please get in touch if you want to know more – or something you want to tell us
about - 07703 715229 or rosemaryclarke@torbaycdt.org.uk
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Shoalstone Pool Update
As you can imagine the Covid pandemic and subsequent
lockdown has had a huge impact upon our plans to open the
pool this year. As of writing we are still not able to confirm an
opening date for the pool but rest assured the team are
working hard in the background.
We’re excited to announce that we’ve ratified our ten year
strategy for the pool and will be publishing this soon in its final
form. One area we committed to was improving our digital
presence and we’re pleased to launch an improved website
that has been developed by one of our volunteers https://shoalstonepool.com.
The strategy work has been allocated across the Directors of Shoalstone Pool Community Interest
Company who are beavering away on detailed plans to secure the pool’s future. This includes an
exciting initiative to improve access for disabled people to the pool and surrounding area. We’ve
been working with Torbay Council experts and plan to make improvements this year. Specifically,
this includes better signage for guiding disabled people to the pool area and handrails to help them
down sloped areas.
We’ve pushed ahead with our plans to install a webcam and this should be live in July opening up
the pool to “virtual visitors” wherever they are in the world. As soon as it is ready we’ll add a link
from our website. We’re also pushing ahead with a number of pressing infrastructure issues that
need attention. We commissioned a local contractor to plug and secure a small breach that had
opened under one of the sea walls. Our caretaker is working hard to repair holes in the decking area
and then replace railings that were damaged in recent storms.

This is all part of a plan we have developed to open the pool when government guidance allows.
Social distancing measures mean we’ve had to delay painting the pool area and have also limited
our ability to keep it as clean as we’d like. But our team and volunteers are ready to spring into
action as soon as we are happy it is safe for them to work. We are always looking for new
volunteers so if you think you can help us please get in touch via the website.
Many will have noticed that we’ve had to fence off the pool. This has been done with heavy heart,
but stringent insurance requirements coupled with health and safety guidance mean we must take
every action possible to prevent access when it is closed. As such we believe it to be a sensible use
of resource. Let’s hope that we’ll be able to remove it very soon.
Sadly the Friends of Shoalstone Pool have had to cancel all of their planned fundraising events for
the foreseeable future. As a result we are ever more reliant upon your donations
Rosemary Clarke, volunteer Director Shoalstone Pool C.I.C

As always, we are keen to hear from
everyone who wants to support us in the
running of the pool and the whole
Shoalstone site.
You can write to us c/o Brixham Town
Council, email us at

info@shoalstonepool.com
or leave a message on Facebook
https:// www.facebook.com/shoalstone/
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Brixham Town Hall

Facilities for Hire @ the Town Hall
Our meeting rooms and events spaces located in the Town Hall provide the perfect
setting from informal or formal meetings to parties and wedding receptions.
We have a range of rooms available to hire from one hour upwards, accommodating
from 2 to 200 people.

For more information, contact Brixham Town Council or visit
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/facilitiesforhire.php
Brixham Does Care - Your Local Befriending Charity

Serving the Brixham Community for over 40 Years - Founded 1978
Unfortunately, due to coronavirus our groups and café are closed. We are monitoring
government guidelines and will open as soon as it is safe to do so.
We are continuing to provide a service in the TQ5 area for people who are isolated, housebound or
vulnerable. During the crisis, we have adapted our services to ensure everyone has accessible
support whilst in lockdown. We have also worked with local businesses and organisations to collect
food and medical supplies, for example.
In order to offer these services we are reliant on the help of our volunteers, if you are interested in
becoming a volunteer and have some time to give, please pop in for an informal chat as we have
many varied roles in our Cafe, Shop, Drivers and Befrienders.
For further information on groups and events at Brixham Does Care, please call 857727 or check
out our website, www.brixhamdoescare.co.uk.

Brixham Town Council
seeks two proactive and adaptable individuals to join their Team
Post One: Town Lengthsman Supervisor; Spinal Column Point 08; £19,945
Annualised contract: 1924 hours; anticipated work pattern on average 37 hours per week.

Post Two: Town Lengthsman; Spinal Column Point 02; £17,711 (pro rata for part time)
Annualised contract: 780 hours; anticipated work pattern on average 15 hours per week.
Weekly hours may vary in order to respond to the needs of the service. This will include weekends
and may include bank holidays. Commencement date: As soon as possible.
The successful candidates will carry out duties within the parish boundaries of Brixham and its
environs providing an enhanced and responsive level of service, resulting in improvement to the
environment within Brixham and surrounding areas. The successful applicants should be physically
fit to cope with the demands of the role and for insurance purposes, must be over 25 years old to
drive our van.
Applications deadline:

Friday 24th July 2020. Previous applicants need not apply.

An application form (cvs will not be accepted) can be obtained from Mrs Tracy Hallett, Town Clerk,
Brixham Town Council by email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk, telephone: 01803 859678 or
website: www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/vacancies.php. The Council offices are currently closed.
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Brixham Town Hall

BRIXHAM THEATRE PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
Events at the Theatre have been temporarily suspended due
to Coronavirus and the advice from Government. Brixham
Theatre CIO are continuing to monitor developments and will
update media sources if there any changes.

Brixham Foodbank
We are open Monday and Friday each week between 2pm and 4pm and are located in the Torbay
Room at the rear of Brixham Town Hall.
Social distancing measures have been put in place and we would appreciate it
if all visitors adhered to the instructions to ensure volunteers and visitors keep
safe.
Donations of non perishable foods and toiletries can be made during these
times or you can visit one of our drop of points which include: Co-op (top of
Fore Street), Tesco, Compass House Medial Centres, Sainsburys (New
Road), Costcutters (Pillar Avenue), Brixham Library and Brixham Town
Council.

Brixham Pannier Market is currently closed due to the Coronavirus. We hope
to open as soon as we can and are monitoring the Government guidelines.
We will post updates on our social media site when things start to change.
Interested in a stall?
For more information, contact Shaun on brixhampanniermarket@gmail.com
or visit Facebook @brixhampanniermarket

Brixham Town Hall Update
Brixham Town Hall is currently closed and events have been cancelled due to Coronavirus.
Government guidance does not allow the Town Hall to open earlier than 4th July. Brixham Town
Council is currently monitoring the guidance and at the appropriate time will open the Town Hall.
In the meantime, the Council is working closely with Brixham Does Care, Brixham Theatre and
Brixham Pannier Market to ensure that we are
fully aware of their plans for opening.
Visual Risk Assessments have been carried
out and signage is being considered.
However, the safety and security of our visitors
and staff is the Council’s highest priority.
Whilst the Town Hall is closed, Brixham Town
Council can still be contacted in the usual way,
we are available on the telephone, email or
social media. Our contact details can be found
on page 11.
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MAKE A CHANGE
BECOME A
LOCAL COUNCILLOR
IF YOU CARE ABOUT
WHERE YOU LIVE AND ARE
PASSIONATE ABOUT YOUR
COMMUNITY, WE NEED YOU
Brixham Town Council is looking to co-opt a Town
Councillor to fill a casual vacancy.
Please contact the Town Council on 01803 859678 or visit
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk for further details.
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YES! Brixham
During the Coronavirus Yes! has been operating it’s Food Bank 5 days a week Monday – Friday
9am – 5pm and so far has delivered more than 608 meals worth of food to people in need in the
community. We don’t require a referral from an agency so people can ask for a food parcel directly
by calling 01803 851 414 or messaging us through our Facebook page YES Brixham.
Information and Advice service: We are still offering our information and advice service 9am 5pm Monday - Friday, via telephone and social media, to people of all ages, offering support around
a range of issues including housing, benefits, money and employment. People can access the
service by calling 01803 851 414 or emailing info@yesbrixham.org.uk
Accompanying this Yes! Brixhams Support Workers are still working with Citizens Advice to offer a
telephone CA service to Brixham residents, this can be accessed by emailing
hannah@yesbrixham.org.uk or calling 01803 851 414
Young Volunteers: Our Young Volunteers (14yrs+) meet every Wednesday 7pm -9pm via zoom
and also communicate throughout the week via their Facebook group. Young volunteers have been
focusing on making things for Random Acts of Kindness, placing positive affirmations around town
for people to find and also planning for how we can adapt the Christmas Grotto for if we aren't able
to open in a conventional way in December. New members are always welcome for more
information email chris@yesbrixham.org.uk or call 01803 851 414
We have also continued to support families through providing creative resources and information
through our website www.bxyes.org.uk
Yes! Charity Shop before the lockdown we moved our Charity shop to opposite Costa Coffee on
Fore Street, we are so excited to open and to show people around. There will be some social
distancing measures in place, but this will
hopefully mean you’ll have more space to see
all of our great treasures. Keep an eye on the
store, our Facebook and website to find out
our opening date!
MusicAtTheEdge We have continued to
explore ways of meeting online to play music
during Lockdown. We meet every Thursday
afternoon to plan activity, socialise and play
music. In this time, we have created a series of
teach yourself Music Theory videos suitable for
beginners, Live Streamed our own gigs and
worked on two Online Collaboration Music
Videos. Find out more at www.facebook.com/
musicattheedge1
Telephone: 01803 851 414
Email: info@yesbrixham.org.uk
Facebook: @YES Brixham
Website: www.bxyes.org.uk
Yes! Brixham would like to give a massive
THANK YOU to everyone who has donated to
us over the last two months it has meant we
have been able to continue to help people
during this difficult time.
A special mention goes to Brixham Gin, Bon
Bons, West Country Deli, Blue Anchor, The
Trawler and The Manor Pub
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Brixham Future’s Artwork to Commemorate end of WWII
Brixham Future CIC has commissioned an artwork to complement the 'Shadows' artwork on the
wall opposite the Bus Station which commemorates the 100 th Anniversary of the end of WWI. This
new artwork will be situated at the entrance to the main town car park adjacent to Union Lane, on a
wall site kindly donated by IMOB Ltd. Originally, it was intended to unveil the new artwork on the
75th anniversary of VE-Day on 8th of May but it is hoped that the unveiling will now take place over
the Remembrance Day weekend, 7th/8th November 2020.
Chair of Brixham Future, John Brennan, said, “The WWII artwork will reflect the outstanding
leadership of Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill and as WWII was a 'War of Machines' will include
appropriate outlines.” The artwork has been designed and will be fabricated by local companies,
Enigma and Western Engineering.
WWII Artwork - design drawing
The artwork will cost £2,000 and funds are being
raised through the sale of Brixham Lottery gift cards
costing only £5 each. These make excellent presents
and can be purchased from local shops displaying the
BFCIC WIN poster or directly from BFCIC's website
www.brixhamfuture.co.uk. The draw will take place on
Sunday 26th July 2020 and the prize is £2,000 or a 5
day winter cruise. Donations are also welcome from
individuals and/or local companies (see website for
contact details).
Further Information available from John Brennan.
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Keep Brixham Beautiful adapts during COVID-19
‘Tidy Fridays’ are Launched
Like many places across the country Brixham is suffering with an increase in litter as lockdown
restrictions are eased. Due to Coronavirus the Town Councils scheduled ‘Keep Brixham Beautiful’
community litter picking events have been cancelled until further notice. However, from the 1st of
June following updated guidance from the Government it is now possible to begin litter picking
individually or in small groups of 6 (based on current Government Guidance for meeting people
outside of your household).
The Town Council has adapted the ‘Keep Brixham Beautiful’ community litter picking group events
and initiated ‘Tidy Fridays’ ensuring we continue to do our bit for the environment in these
challenging times. ‘Tidy Fridays’ will enable those in the community who want to continue to do their
bit (and hopefully encourage a few more to join in) to be able to safely access litter picking
equipment.
The scheme was successfully launched on Friday 19th June and will run while social distancing
measures are in place. Litter picking equipment is available from the ‘self-service litter station’
located at the rear of the Town Hall every Friday. Equipment can be collected between 9am and
11am and must be returned by 3pm the same day. It’s a simple system with no need to sign
equipment out, just pick up what you need and go to your chosen location.
How does Tidy Friday work?
•

Register at info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk or call 01803 859678. We will provide you with an
information pack by email.

•

Organise your own mini group of volunteers, a maximum groups of 6 people from the same
household or you could go solo.

•

Collect the sanitised litter picking equipment from the self-service litter station at the rear of the
Town Hall between 9am and 11am.

•

Decide on the area you are going to tackle and start collecting litter.

•

Return your equipment and any rubbish collected to the rear of the Town Hall by 3pm.

Brixham Art Society
At the moment of writing, in early May, the country is still in the process of self-isolating due to the,
Covid-19 pandemic. Owing to this sad situation our Art Society has sadly cancelled all exhibitions,
demonstrations and workshops.

However, that hasn’t stopped our Art Society from flourishing. We have even had new members
during this time, and of course in a time of confinement what better to occupy one’s time than creating art! A committee member also created a WhatsApp group in order for members to communicate
with each other more easily, and we also instigated weekly painting challenges, the results of which
can be seen on our website: www.brixhamartsociety.co.uk.
We are still hoping we will be out of lockdown in time for our Annual Summer Exhibition at the Scala
Hall, Brixham, which our members prepare for all year, and which is planned for Saturday 15 th –
Saturday 22nd August. Opening times: 10:00am to 6:00 pm. We can only apologise if due to the ongoing situation the exhibition has to be postponed, but if this is the case we may be able to hold it
later in the year. Full details will be on our website.
We are also looking forward to re-starting art demonstrations in September at the Rugby club that is
if restrictions have been lifted. Details of which will be on our website.
New members are always welcome, whether established painters, or complete beginners. Please
refer to our website for further details.
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Brixham St. Mary’s in Devon Churchyard Project
A lottery funded project to record the memorial
inscriptions engraved on the headstones of
those buried in St Mary's Churchyard in
Brixham, Devon has come to fruition.
A dedicated group of volunteers have spent 2
years deciphering ancient and weathered
headstones aiming to read the inscriptions,
record the details and plot the locations.
The initial remit for the project was to focus on
the Victorian memorials. The Churchyard
covers nearly 3 acres over various plots and
contains headstones from early 1700 to the
present day so a decision was quickly made to complete the huge task of recording all the memorial
inscriptions in the Churchyard.
During the Second World War some of St Mary's Churchyard records were destroyed in the ‘Exeter
Blitz’. The Churchwardens are frequently asked the whereabouts of family plots recorded in the
Church burial records, but the actual locations were unknown.
Ivy and brambles were cut back, mobile phones took photos to see stones hidden in hedges and at
precarious angles, archaeology trowels eased turf away from kerbs. Scattered broken fragments
have been collected and like a jigsaw, placed together to read.
All relevant information from the memorial inscriptions has been recorded where they exist.
Surname, first name, middle name, date of death, age, relationship to others on the stone along with
any other details about their life or death.
Once all the headstones had been read, recorded, checked, returned to and checked again, the
information was added to a spead sheet to create a full database of all the memorial inscriptions in
St Mary's Churchyard.
There are over 13000 names recorded. Rich, poor, young, old, war dead, sailors who died in far
away places and at home, a Norwegian sailor who died in
the Bay, Charlotte Dix, a former slave from Jamaica who
married a wealthy Navy Captain and William Hodges, the
official artist on Captain Cook's second voyage.
Anyone wanting to pay respects at their family's grave will
now be able to find them and Family Historians can find
their ancestors.
Details of all the memorial inscriptions and their locations
are printed in a bound book and kept for prosperity in St
Mary’s Church. A map of the site showing the plots is
placed on the Lych Gate. Copies are also available for
reference at Brixham Library and Museum, Torquay
Library local studies and Devon Heritage Centre in
Exeter.
A scale model of the church has been built and is on
display in the church along with a painting of a Victorian
aerial view of Cowtown.
Online access to the searchable database
https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/DEV/BrixhamStMary/
MIs
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Brixham’s Virtual In Bloom Competition

Despite the Lockdown the Rotary Club of Brixham is still supporting
the Brixham Community
The Rotary Club of Brixham, despite the lockdown, has continued to have its meeting courtesy of the
software Zoom and has been able to support many projects across the Brixham community.
The South Devon Scrubs Angels received a donation from the club enabling them to produce 52 sets
of scrubs for Torbay Hospital as well as a
supply to Douglas House, the Cheshire
Home in Brixham.
Jenny Smith from South Devon Scrubs Angels said “We
would like to thank the Rotary Club of Brixham for their
support at this difficult time and their contribution has
enabled us to increase the number of garments we are
providing to the A&E department at Torbay Hospital and
elsewhere.”
Brixham Rotary President,
Sir Jeremy Hanley, said
“Although at present
meetings of our Rotary Club
may be virtual we are still
able to contribute to the
community in a material way
and we are totally supportive
of these wonderful Angels
who have put their efforts into
supporting our NHS in this
positive way.”
He continued, “I would like to
thank Rotarian David Sharpe
for facilitating this
contribution to the club and
we will continue to fund raise
to the best of our abilities to
support other such
worthwhile projects locally.”

23

Brixham Town Council’s Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
Cllrs Jill Regan and David Giles have been the Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson since May 2018. At the Town Council meeting held on 2nd
June, it was agreed that they could remain in their posts until such time that
the Council can hold face to face meetings or the May annual meeting,
whichever is sooner.

Gardening
Assistance
Scheme
Due to Coronavirus it
has not been possible
to launch the
Gardening Assistance
Scheme.
Please do not despair,
we are monitoring
Government
guidelines and will
launch the scheme as
soon as it is safe to do
so for both you and
our staff.

FISH&CHIPS
64 Bolton Street, Brixham TQ5 9DH.
Telephone: 01803 855771 or order online at www.davids-chippy.co.uk

Like us on Facebook to hear
all our latest offers and news.
24

