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 BRIXHAM SIGNAL 

Brixham Town Council   July 2021         Issue 54 

Fresh Start For Town Hall Regeneration 
In the early part of 2020 Brixham Town Council engaged with the 
public about the possible Regeneration of the Town Hall by 
launching its consultation exercise, entitled “Your Town Hall, Your 
Say”. The end of the consultation was at a time when we found 
ourselves in the grip of the COVID-19 pandemic, like the rest of 
the nation and we were unable to proceed with further 
consultations and everything was put on hold, until now.  
 
The past year has also been unusual due to the loss of 5 
members of the Council for various reasons, which gave existing 
and newly co-opted Councillors the opportunity to pause and      

re-boot the whole process, not least because at the time of writing none of us know what normal will 
look like in the short term. A new Town Hall Regeneration Task & Finish Group has been initiated by 
Brixham Town Council, and the members have decided to start from scratch by asking you to         
re-appraise us of your views about the future of the building (which does not include the Museum or 
the Library) by assuming that it is an empty shell with no tenants or the Council existing inside. If this 
were the case, what would attract your attention and enable you to use the facility?  
 
Do you want the Council to retain and develop the building’s use at all, or would you rather it be sold 
so that the funds could be directed towards your other priorities? For the purpose of the 
consultation, which you can find on pages 3, 4 & 5, or by scanning the QR code on this page, we 
are asking everyone to answer as individuals, not as members of organisation or groups, because 
we want to know what your preferences are so they may be given proper consideration within the 
process. We want to hear from as many people as possible, and we are also asking for our young 
people to take part as their input was conspicuously absent in 2020, but yet we know that there are 
views among them about favoured uses, and we want to capture that information this time around. 
 
Once the consultation has been completed, the responses will be assessed, alongside the outcome 
of the Council’s original consultation in 2020 to ensure that nobody’s point of view is overlooked. 
The results will then be shared in a future edition of the Signal before any decisions are taken about 
the way forward, but members of the Task & Finish Group want to assure you all that while there is 
no specific timeframe for any future works to be completed, whatever they may turn out to be, the 
Town Hall will be re-generated in the coming years so that it can be become the sustainable building 
that it needs to be. This may be in a piecemeal fashion as the years progress, or as a complete 
project, dependent upon funding streams that BTC are able to attract, and upon discussions with the 
tenants that already occupy the building. Members of the public who have experience in project 
development and management are invited to engage with the regeneration process by offering your 
services and joining the Task & Finish Group.  
 
We would urge you to make contact via the Town Council, on 01803 859678 or 
info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk to show your interest, so that an invitation can be sent to attend 
future meetings. The Town Hall belongs to us all, and we are determined to meet the challenge of 
ensuring that the space inside becomes accessible to all of our community in the future, should you 
want to use it individually or collectively, or simply attend events inside. 

What’s Inside this issue  
*Meet the new Chair & Vice-Chair of Brixham Town Council 
*Town Hall Regeneration Consultation *Brixham Signal Consultation 
*Telephone Box Update *Community Articles 
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On the 5th May 2021 at the Annual Full Council Meeting, members voted for their new Chairperson 

and Vice Chairperson. We wish them all the best in their new roles and look forward to working 

closely with them in the coming months. 

CHAIRPERSON 

Paul Addison has been a Town Councillor for the Furzeham with 
Summercombe Ward since the start of Brixham Town Council 14 
years ago. 

He has ran his own businesses since 1968 and moved to Brixham  
and opened his own hardware store in 1987. He was a Special 
Constable for 34 years, 12 years with the Thames Valley Police 
and 22 years with Devon & Cornwall Constabulary based in 

Brixham as the Sergeant running a team of up to 15 Special 
Constables. He is a member of the Royal British Legion, currently 
President of the Brixham branch. 

He has been involved with many organisations over the years from 
being part of the Berkshire Association of Youth Clubs, a member 
of the Community Partnership, the Town Plan, Brixham Future, 
Town emergency Plan as well as one of the trustees who helped to 
keep Shoalstone Pool open when Torbay Council withdrew 

support. He is an avid reader with a keen interest in Numismatics and amateur radio.  

He is keen to keep Brixhams Heritage alive and to make the town a clean and safe place to live, 
work or visit. 

VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Eleanor Hoggart has been one of the Town Councillors for the St Peters 

with St Mary’s ward since May 2019.  

She was a senior local government lawyer for over 30 years, with roles 

as lead solicitor for a number of Councils, culminating in being Assistant 

Practice Director for the innovative shared legal service for Lincolnshire 

Authorities prior to taking early retirement in October 2014, following 

which she began consultancy work for local authorities keen to examine 

their options for, among other things, shared services and how to create 

a resilient legal team in an age of austerity. 

Eleanor was national lead on Monitoring Officer and Governance issues 

for ‘Lawyers in Local Government’ for a number of years, in which role 

she regularly spoke at conferences and other events, also participating 

in the Review of Regulators being undertaken by the Parliamentary 

Committee on Standards in Public life, as well as the review of the common law offence of 

‘misconduct in public office’ being undertaken by the Law Commission. She was also a member of 

the Law Society’s In-House Committee. 

She was introduced to Brixham, as so many people are, on holiday and, since 2016 she has been 

enjoying life in this beautiful community – particularly indulging her love of live music, live theatre 

and live rugby. In 2017 she was one of the group set up to help save Brixham Theatre from closure 

& subsequently became a Trustee of the new Brixham Theatre Charitable Organisation until 2019. 

Meet Your New Chair & Vice-Chair of Brixham Town Council 
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Town Hall Regeneration Survey 

 

1. Name (Optional – if you choose to remain anonymous we would still like to hear from 
you.) 

 

2. Are you a Brixham Resident? 

 

3. Organisation represented (if any) (optional) 

 

 

4. Please provide us with your contact details (optional) 

 

 

5. What, in a perfect world where money is no object, would you like the Town Hall Com-
plex to become?  1= very low importance; 5 = High importance 

 

 

6. What for you are the essential existing uses for the Town Hall Complex? 

 

 

 

 

7. What new uses would you like to see included in any revamped Town Hall Complex? 

 

  

  

 Yes 

 No 

 Visitor 

 Second Home Owner 

 Other 

  

  

Email Address 

  

  

Mobile Number 

  

  

Address 

  

  

  1 2 3 4 5 

Remain the same           

Entertainment and Art Centre           

Housing           
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Town Hall Regeneration Survey 

 

 

8. What existing uses would you be happy were NOT included in any revamped Town 
Hall Complex? 

 

9. What would be your view, if the outcome of the consultation is to see the whole Town 
Hall Complex?  1= very low importance; 5 = High importance 

 

10. If Brixham Town Council were only to sell part of the Town Hall Complex, which  parts 
would you be happy to see sold?  1 = Disagree; 5 = Agree 

 

11. If you do not agree with an sale or part sale of the Town Hall Complex, give your    
reasons why. 

 

 

12. Before the COVID pandemic, were you a regular user of the Town Hall Complex, 
please indicate? 1 = Disagree; 5 = Agree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

13. Once Life returns to normal, how do you think your use of the Town Hall Complex 
may change?  1= very low importance; 5 = High importance 

  

  

   

  1 2 3 4 5 

Relocate the whole administrative function of Brixham Town Council 
elsewhere in the Town Centre 

          

Relocate the whole administrative function of Brixham Town Hall Coun-
cil elsewhere in the community outside of the Town Centre 

          

Sell part of the building – retaining administrative support elsewhere 
and keep all of the formal Council Meetings in the Scala Hall 

          

  1 2 3 4 5 

The Scala Hall           

Brixham Does Care Shop           

The Theatre           

The rear Car Park           

The former Police House           

  1 2 3 4 5 

Regular user - Theatre           

Public Access to formal Council Meetings only           

Never           

  1 2 3 4 5 

Brixham Town Council Reception           

Rented Office Space           

Scala Hall           

Theatre           

Brixham Does Care           

Town Council Function Room(s)           

Other           
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Town Hall Regeneration Survey 

14. Would you or your organization like to be invited to every meeting of the new Task & 
Finish Group? 

 

 

15. Would you like to be informed of the dates and times of meetings and attend as and 
when you wish? 

 

16. How would you prefer to communicate with us? 

 

 

17. Please feel free to add anything else you would like to say on this subject 

 

 

Social Impact 

 Social Impact - is the effect on people and communities that happens as a result of a project 
such as the potential redevelopment of the Brixham Town Hall Complex.   

 

 Your response below will allow the Task & Finish group to see what are the most important 
factors to you and your family whilst digesting your responses above: 

 

Please indicate your order of importance from the list below.   

1= very low importance; 5 = High importance 

 

 

The deadline for responding to this consultation is 31
st
 July 2021. 

Thank you for completing this consultation  

 Yes   

 No   

 Yes   

 No   

  Yes No 

Join our regular meetings     

Zoom meetings only     

Email only     

Regular face to face meetings only with your organization     

Ad hoc meetings with your organisation on request     

Only when significant milestone in the project are reached     

  

   

  1 2 3 

The sale of the building or parts of the building       

Developing part of the building to meet local housing demand       

The development of the building for the benefit of the community       
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Call our Engineer to 

book the new 

mobile home 

scooter servicing 

and repairs facility. 

 

Hassle Free, direct to 

your door, Sales and 

Advice on all mobility 

products available. 

 

Cavendish Healthcare Ltd 
01803 220378 

Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers. 

South Devon Players Theatre & Film Company 

The South Devon Players are making big plans for the return to the live stage after the Covid-19  
crisis. During the pandemic, the team remained active with creating shows for digital broadcast, with 
the actors working from home using digitally created backdrops and coming together in cyberspace.  

During that time, as well, SDP has been working continually on developing plans for growth and 
new productions once the pandemic is over.  

The South Devon Players will be holding open auditions for their first touring production of Ben Hur 
(based on the story by Lew Wallace), at Chestnut Community Centre (Poplar Close, Brixham) on 
August 29

th
 2021; and anyone local who would like to audition will be most welcome. More           

information can be found at www.southdevonplayers.com. This show will tour across the         
Southwest, be entered into the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and be streamed online internationally.  

Founded in the winter of 2005-2006 specifically to create high-quality theatre opportunities for local 
people in Torbay and South Devon, the South Devon Players are also developing a new inclusion 
project to combat social isolation and bring theatre shows to more people who would not be able to 
traditionally visit the theatre, and digital education packs alongside each show, creating new     
learning experiences for school and college pupils. 

http://www.southdevonplayers.com
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Schedule of Council Meetings 

With COVID restrictions changing as we continue out of lockdown, all meetings will be subject to 

the Government guidelines in force at the time they are scheduled to take place. Visit our website 

for up to date information on how you can attend any of the above meeting.      

www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/meeting.php 

 

 

Full Council 

(Wednesday, 6pm) 

Planning &              

Regeneration      

Committee    

(Monday, 6pm) TBC 

Finance &General 

Purposes Committee 

(Wednesday, 6pm) 

Community &           

Environment         

Committee      

(Monday, 6pm) TBC 

14th July 5th July 21st July 26th July 

8th September 2nd August 18th August 20th September 

13th October 4th October 20th October 22nd November 
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Helpful Contact Numbers 

Emergency Services 999 

Action Fraud 0300 1232040 

Anti Terrorist Hotline 0800 789321 

Crime Stoppers 0800 555111 

Devon and Cornwall Police 101 

Victim Support 0845 3030900 

Devon & Somerset Fire and 
Rescue Service (not 24/7) 

01392 872200 

Healthcare  

MIU (Newton Abbot) 01626 324500 

Compass House Med Centre 01803 855897 

NHS  111 

Mayfield Medical Centre 01803 495400 

Dentist (Emergency Out of Hrs) 0333 063300 

Community Dental Service 01803 217777 

Brixham Dental Practice 01803 853980 

Smiles Ahead 01803 857606 

BUPA Dental Care 01803 858392 

Support  

Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 9177650 

Citizen Advice 03444 111444 

Samaritans 116 123 

NSPCC 0808 8005000 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Torbay Wildlife Rescue Centre 01803 557624 

Torbay Council  

General 01803 201201 

Connections 01803 207201 

Dog Warden 01803 208091 

Brixham Harbour Office 01803 853321 

Highways 01803 207740 

Housing 01803 208723 

SWISCo 01803 701316 

Emergency Out of Hours 01803 550405 

Utilities (Emergency)  

Floodline 0345 9881188 

British Gas 0800 111 999 

South West Water 0344 3462000 

Western Power 105 

Other  

Brixham Chamber of 
Commerce 
Email: 
chair@brixhamchamber.co.uk 

 

Brixham Rotary Club: 
rotarybrixham@gmail.com 

07776 365442 

English Riviera Tourist 
Company 

01803 211211 

Torbay Coast and Countryside 
Trust 

01803 520022 

MP’s  

Totnes Constituency 
Anthony Mangnall MP 
Constituency Office 
Conservative Club, Station 
Road, Totnes  TQ9 5HW 

01803 868378 

anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk  

Torbay Constituency 
Kevin Foster MP 
Constituency Office 
5-7 East Street 
Torquay TQ2 5SD  

01803 214989 

kevin.foster.mp@parliament.uk  

Torbay Ward Councillor Contact Details  

Furzeham with Summercombe Ward  

Cllr Vic Ellery 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
vic.ellery@torbay.gov.uk  

01803 854928 

Cllr Mike Morey                             
37a Pillar Avenue,  
Brixham, TQ5 8LF 
mike.morey@torbay.gov.uk  
 
Cllr Jackie Stockman                     
Winsome,  
Higher Furzeham Rd,TQ5 8QP 
jackie.stockman@torbay.gov.uk  

St. Mary’s with Summercombe Ward  

Cllr Celia Brown 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
celia.brown@torbay.gov.uk 

07577 030630 

Cllr Terry Manning 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
terry.manning@torbay.gov.uk 

01803 859427  
Or 
07547 831814 

01803 853316 

 

 

01803 851255 
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What’s On in Brixham 

Organisation Location Time Contact Details 

Monday                            

Brixham Battery 
Heritage Group 

Battery Gardens 2pm-4pm 07933 793683 Open Mon, Fri & Sun 
2pm-4pm 

Brixham Town Band Brixham College 
Music Dept. 

7.45pm 01803 853539 Practice Session  
Mon & Thurs Online 

Visual Eyes Torbay United Reformed 
Church 

2pm-4pm 07951 659514 1st Monday of month 

Youth Genesis The Place 7pm-9pm Michelle  
07909 915267 

Youth Drop in for 11-
18 years (Term Time) 

Tuesday  

Brixham Art Society Brixham Rugby 
Club 

7.30pm-9.30pm 01803 431560 Demo evening. 3rd 
Tuesday of month 

Brixham Detachment of Devon Army 
Cadet Force  

 Laura 07715 332721 
dalesandro@armymail.mod.uk  

Brixham Harriers 
Running Club 

Meet: Admiral 
Swimming Centre 

6.45pm 01803 850566  

Brixham Harmony Catholic Church 
Hall 

1.30pm-3.30pm 01803 862246  

Brixham Ladies 
Forum 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

10am 01803 854928 Alternative Tuesdays 

Brixham Means 
Business 

Berry Head Hotel 7.30am-9am 01803 855210 Last Tuesday of 
month 

Brixham Rotary Club Brixham Cricket 
Club 

6.45pm  2nd, 4th & 5th 
Tuesday of month 

Brixham Stroke 
Association 

United Reformed 
Church 

2pm 01803 882269 Alternative Tuesdays 

Brixham U3A Brixham Rugby 
Club 

1.30pm 01803 857929  2nd Tuesday of 
month 

Chess Club Conservative 
Club 

7pm 01803 854409  

Community Music The Edge  01803 851414 2nd Tuesday of 
month. £2. 

Mensheds The Edge 11am-4pm 01803 883794  
 

Quay Harmony 
Ladies Choir 

United Reformed 
Church 

 Janet  
01803 851991 

 

Royal Naval 
Association 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

8pm 01803 857947 1st Tuesday of month 

Serenty’s Garden 
Development Circles 

Higher Brixham 
Community 
Centre 

7.30pm-9.30pm 01803 857870  

Veteran Seafarers 
Association 

United Reformed 
Church 

2pm Alan 
01803 854990 

 

Due to Covid restrictions, we recommend you contact organisations first 
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What’s On in Brixham 

Organisation Location Time Contact Details 

Wednesday                     (Due to Coronavirus, we recommend you contact organisations first.) 

Memory Café United Reformed 
Church 

1.30pm 07803 115828 Atlas Care  

Brixham Horticultural 
Society 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

2pm 01803 853539 1st Wednesday of 
month. Not January. 

Riviera Singers 
Ladies Choir 

Methodist Church 
Hall 

7.30pm Chris 
01803 883886 

 

Torbay Owls and 
Company 

Galmpton Village 
Institute 

7pm 01803 853453 Last Wednesday of 
month 

Thursday  

Ballroom & 
Sequence Dancing 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

1.30pm-3.30pm  4th Thursday of 
month 

Bell Ringing St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm-9pm Guy on 07764 344694  

Brixham Blues Club The Old Coaching 
Inn 

8.30pm-11pm 01803 855256 2nd Thursday of 
month 

Brixham Harriers 
Running Club 

Meet: Admiral 
Swimming Centre 

6.45pm 01803 850566  

Brixham Orpheus 
Male Voice Choir   

Methodist Church 
Hall 

7.15pm to 
9.00pm 

Contact David Brown on 01803 361294 
or 01803 445130  

Brixham Probus 
Club 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

9.30am 01803 854191 or 01803 883087  

Brixham Town Band Brixham College 
Music Dept  

6.30pm Training 
Band 
7.45pm Main 
Band 

Dave Phillips 
01803 853539  

 

Brixham Women’s 
Institute 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

2.15pm Tina 
01803 854486 

3rd Thursday of 
month (except Aug) 

Mensheds The Edge 11am-4pm 01803 883794  

Soroptimists Brixham Rugby 
Club 

7.30pm  1st & 3rd Thursday of 
month (except Aug) 

Friday  

Brixham TT Club  7pm Mr Pengelly 
07778 287387 

Alternative Fridays 

Youth Genesis  Streetbase Youth 
Work Team & 
The Place 

7pm-9pm Michelle 
07909 915267 

Term Time & Youth 
Drop in for 11-18 
years. 

Saturday     

Brixham Rugby 
Cubs 

Brixham C of E 
School Hall 

10am (3-4yrs) 
11am (5-6 yrs) 

Bryan 
bryanpitman33@btinternet.com  

To list your event in the Signal, please ensure it is listed on the Events calendar on our  
website www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/eventslist.php 
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Furzeham with Summercombe Ward  

Paul Addison—Chairperson 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07812 854765 
paul.addison@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

David Giles 
2 Elizabeth Avenue, Brixham TQ5 0AY  

01803 469248 
david.giles@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Richard Haddock 
1 Bourne Court, Brixham TQ5 0RN  

01803 857826 (evenings only) 
richard.haddock@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Susan Laurie 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07557 802870 
susan.laurie@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Jill Regan 
Flat 3, Trevelyan Court, Church Street, Brixham 
TQ5 8HQ  

07791 151764 
jill.regan@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

David Blackmore  
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

07971 911059 
david.blackmore@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

Dean Hannaby 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

07788 218426 
dean.hannaby@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

St. Peter’s with St. Mary’s Ward  

Eleanor Hoggart—Vice Chairperson 
35 Great Rea Road, Brixham TQ5 9SW  

01803 856135 
eleanor.hoggart@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Steve Leech 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07981 265575 
steve.leech@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Anne Massey 
Berry House, 57a Berry Head Road, Brixham TQ5 
9AA  

01803 855256 
anne.massey@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Dawn Borthwick 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

07922 070990 
dawn.borthwick@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Office  

Brixham Town Council Staff 
 
Tracy Hallett: Town Clerk 
Linda McGuirk: Deputy Town Clerk 
Simon Hiatt: Administration Assistant 
 
 
Address 
First Floor, Brixham Town Hall, New Road,  
Brixham , Devon, TQ5 8TA 
01803 859678, available 9am—3pm 

Social Media 
 
You can follow the Town Council (@brixhamtc) 
on Twitter, Linkedin, Facebook & Instagram 
 
info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Visit our website for up to date information 

Brixham Town Council Contact Details 

 

http://brixhamtc.jabhosting.co.uk/index.php
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Brixham Arts Society 

Though writing this piece at the beginning of May 2021, it finally looks like our Annual Summer   

Exhibition at the Scala Hall in Brixham will be able to go ahead.  To this end members of Brixham 

Art Society are looking forward to exhibiting their new paintings, drawings and prints in this special 

show, which has been extended, unusually, to all of eleven days, from Wednesday 28
th
 July until 

Saturday 7
th
 August.  

Regular visitors to our exhibition will know that all work is original, and by local artists who range 

from gifted amateurs to professional painters. It is fascinating and inspiring to see such a myriad 

range of techniques and subject matter on display, including many paintings of local scenes.    

We are hoping that, as many more people will be holidaying in the U.K. this year, a large number of 

visitors to Brixham, along with local people, will help to make our exhibition a huge success. 

We would love to attract more people interested in art to become members of our Society. So, 

whether an experienced painter or sculptor, or at the beginning stage, this is the place to develop 

your skills and interact with like-minded people. 

We normally host a range of events including art demonstrations, workshops, outdoor sketching, 

and exhibition visits. Although these have been put on hold recently, we are hoping to re-start     

activities as soon as possible. Membership fees remain half price until 1
st
April 2022. Please visit 

our website for further details: www.brixhamartsociety.co.uk 

 
Don’t forget to mention the Signal when contacting our advertisers! 

 

http://www.brixhamartsociety.co.uk
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TCDT Update  

 

This is Victoria, your Community builder for Brixham. 

So life is slowly returning back to normal and a few groups have started running again after a long break. 

Here are just a few of the group's running; 

Nicola Hall is running her Bollywood dance group over at Lupton house, this is a beautiful venue and 
a perfect opportunity to dance your worries away with an amazing vibrant group of ladies. 

Nicola Bianca is offering her Yoga and her Polynesian dance group, she runs these sessions at Lupton 
house and the Brixham Edge on Bolton street, she is also doing outside pop up Yoga classes when the 
weather is suitable . 

Gossip group is every Friday, they meet at a different cafe each week, this group was brought together by a 
handful of locals, they offer mutual support and a listening ear and alot of laughter, it really is a great group. 

I'm also running my Yoga meditation group at the Edge, this group is a relaxed safe space where you can 
stretch your body and learn how to deeply connect with your true nature, learning breathing techniques to 
help with stress and anxiety, great tools to have in life to help keep you grounded. 

If anyone is interested in joining any of these groups or wanting to start your own group in Brixham and need 
a small amount of support in starting out please don't hesitate in contacting myself on 

07832 781031 

victoriacampbell@torbaycdt.org.uk 

mailto:victoriacampbell@torbaycdt.org.uk
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Brixham Heritage Museum opened on the 1st June. A surprising amount 
has changed despite the lockdowns in the past year. We have rebuilt our 
website, which went live at the same time as our opening. The new website 
will begin with the most important information about the museum and will 
then be added to on a regular basis with new features and notifications of 
our activities which will be shared on social media. So do check regularly 
for weekly updates. 
 
The Museum’s Collection is entirely about the people of Brixham, helping to 
tell the stories about their lives and the town’s history. Almost everything on 
display is directly about the town of Brixham, so there is plenty to interest people who live here as 
well as people who have chosen to come to visit the town. The website now features information 
and images about some of the objects in the collection, including our first new addition to the 
collection for some time due to the pandemic, a Devonian fossil coral found in Ash Hole Cavern. 
 
The museum offers an experienced family history research service for a small fee to help support 
our costs. We are looking forward to collaborating with Vigiliance, sharing activities and access to 
their archive, as well as making available through our website an archive about the historic sailing 
vessels of Brixham.  And events are now starting up after the three-day poetry event held at the 
beginning of June, so stay tuned to social media to avoid missing anything. 
 
The museum continues to offer free entry to all. Thank you to all our volunteers who continue to 
support us and make this possible and we welcome new ones who would like to contribute and 
enjoy the experience that the museum has to offer. 
 
www.brixhammuseum.uk 

Brixham Heritage Museum 

Brixham Fairtrade Working Group 

I ended April's article with a reference to holidays; I hope 
you have been or will be able to get away for a well earned 
break and have/will find some Fairtrade sugar, coffee & tea 
and ice-cream at the very least in your location! 
 
Perhaps in SEPTEMBER, things will be more settled and 
we will continue to support the Fairtrade suppliers in our 
own shops and hospitality establishments in Brixham.  If 
you find anything different or unusual, perhaps you would 
let me know. You may have seen the Town Fairtrade      
banner up outside the Methodist Church; we were          
expecting to have to renew our Fairtrade status this year, 
but the Fairtrade Foundation has extended our status to 
next year. Not many events this year, but we did manage 
to take this photo of "the committee" on World Fairtrade 
Day. We hope soon a Town Councillor will be appointed to 
join us. 
 
To continue our Fairtrade Year: OCTOBER, a busy jam making time: don't forget Fairtrade Sugar is 
very easy to find , you may even be using it without realising.  
 
NOVEMBER, The Sunday before Advent (21st Nov) is often known as "stir-up" Sunday, a reference 
to a prayer in the Anglican Service that day, so if you make your own pudding. cakes or even mince-
meat, don't forget to use Fairtrade ingredients lots of sugar & dried fruit, a really Happy Christmas 
for the producers!  I will complete the year in October, but I expect you can guess what's coming in 
December.           
Helen I. Barrett (email:hijeb@tiscali.co.uk; tel:01803 859852) 
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New Trustees for Brixham Theatre preparing to welcome you all! 

Brixham Theatre’s new board of trustees was confirmed at its recent 
AGM and they are now busy ensuring the premises are safe and      
secure in preparation for welcoming performers and the public back 
later in the year. 

Outgoing chairman Vanessa Fitzgerald has been replaced by Andrew 
Cox and it was a fond farewell also to Treasurer Charles Oldroyd.   

The new board comprises John Budden, Kate Graeme-Cook, Laura 
Jury, Senga Wallace Roche, Jayne Stones and Phil Vickery.  Between 
them they have a varied range of professional experience and complementary skills including 
technical, marketing, fund raising and communications. 

New Chairman Andrew says: “We have all been working very hard and planning ahead and we’re 
looking forward to getting everything in place ready to welcome you all back when regulations    
allow. Our theatre is a brilliant local resource and we want everybody to really enjoy it. Priorities 
are to negotiate a new lease with landlord Brixham Town Council and to ensure that the building is 
COVID secure and complies with all regulations.   

A dedicated team of volunteers led by Pauline Smith has been working tirelessly behind the 
scenes during lockdown. 

Artistic Director John Budden has been busy researching and commissioning a wide range of    
performers and local drama group BOADS will kick off with family favourite Little Shop of Horrors in 
the autumn and is then booked for the annual panto next year.   

A fabulous range of tribute bands have been booked together with the Christmas Carol Concert by 
Torquay Brass Band. South   Devon Players are working hard towards their production of Ben Hur 
set for next Spring. 

The theatre is always ready to welcome new volunteers so if you would like to lend a hand then 
please get in touch and we’ll find a job for you! 

Brixham Theatre  

Short Story Competition 
 

 

BRIXHAM THEATRE INVITES YOU TO WRITE A SHORT STORY 

Following the popularity of the poetry competition in February, we are inviting you to write a short 

story. Summer is here and minds are turning to thoughts of holidays. However, the theme is not 

restricted to summer holidays. Any holiday will do. 

Perhaps your story will be inspired by childhood memories. Maybe you would like to write a tale of 

‘the holiday from hell.’ Is the story you hide inside you about a holiday romance? The possibilities 

are endless. We are not asking you to write a school essay along the lines of ‘what I did in the 

holidays’ but an imaginative, creative piece of fiction. 

Entry is free and besides prizes including champagne and theatre ticket vouchers, stories will be 

published on our website. There are a few simple rules. 1) You must be aged sixteen years or 

older. 2) The story should be your own, unpublished work. 3) It can be a maximum of 1,500 

words, shorter is fine. 4) You may submit a maximum of 3 stories. 5) It must be written in English 

and typed double spaced on A4 paper using a minimum font of 12pt. 6) The closing date for     

entries is July 31st.  

Post entries to Summer Short Story Competition, Brixham Theatre, New Road, TQ5 8TA. Your 

contact details must NOT appear on the manuscript but given on a separate sheet. You can enter 

online. Send your story to dianacurtis@hotmail.co.uk. Full details at www.brixhamtheatre.uk. 
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Brixham Town Hall 

Facilities for Hire @ the Town Hall 

Our meeting rooms and events spaces located in the Town Hall provide the perfect 
setting from informal or formal meetings. COVID safe, we are able to accommodate 
groups of people for work / educational / charitable meetings.  
 
Our Scala Hall is the perfect venue for; 
 Children’s Parties 
 Training Programmes 
 Exhibitions 
 Society / Club Events 
 Markets / Jumble Sales 
 

With a COVID safe capacity of between 20—30 stalls, for more information, call 
01803 859678 or visit www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/facilitiesforhire 

Brixham Does Care - Your Local Befriending Charity 
Serving the Brixham Community for over 40 Years - Founded 1978   
Unfortunately, due to coronavirus our groups and cafe have been closed however, we 
are excited to say that at this present time we are extremally busy preparing for 
opening. We do, however, have to remain positive but cautious and continue to 
monitor government guidelines.  We will be waiting for the announcement on the 21st of June.                      
 
When we do reopen, we are reliant on the help of our volunteers, if you are interested in becoming 
a volunteer and have some spare time to give, please call for an informal chat as we have many 
varied roles. 
 
Brixham Does Care also provides a Day Care service at The Friends Centre and we are hopefully 
opening on June 21st; if you would like any further information about this service, please call Karen 
on 01803 224970. Brixham Does Care are continuing to provide a service in the TQ5 area for 
people who are isolated, housebound or vulnerable. For further information on help and support, 
groups and activities please call 01803857727, Check out our 
website, www.brixhamdoescare.co.uk or and follow us on Facebook @brixhamdoescare. 

 

 

http://www.brixhamdoescare.co.ukor/
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Brixham Foodbank 
We are open Monday and Friday each week between 2pm and 4pm 
and are located in the Torbay Room at the rear of Brixham Town Hall. 
Entrance is via the wrought iron gate at the front of the Town Hall. 
 
Social distancing measures have been put in place and we would 
appreciate it if all visitors adhered to the instructions to ensure 
volunteers and visitors keep safe. 
 
Donations of non perishable foods and toiletries can be made during 
these times or you can visit one of our drop of points which include: 
Co-op (top of Fore Street), Tesco, Compass House Medial Centres, 
Sainsburys (New Road), Costcutters (Pillar Avenue), Galmpton Post office, Brixham Library and 
Brixham Town Council. 

Brixham Foodbank 

Soroptimist International of Brixham 
held their AGM with a difference this 
year as it was via zoom. 
 
President for the past two years Julia 
McLeod handed over the Presidency 
to Susan Laurie.  
 
Susan then installed Anne Stokes and 
Chrissie Hannaford as joint President 
Elect.  
 
These two ladies will share the role for 
one year before taking over the role of 
joint President in 2022. 
 
Susan then thanked Julia for all her 
hard work and announced her officers 
for the forthcoming year and welcomed 
all members of the club to another new 
year. 
 
Her charities this year will be Brixham 
Does Care being the local befriending 
service and The Ladies Lounge which 
is a women only drop-in centre for 
vulnerable women in Torbay in need of 
emotional support, advice and 
information. 
 
The club continues to raise money in 
various ways for the charities and the 
club wishes Susan a very happy and 
successful year. 
 

Brixham Soroptomist International AGM 2021 
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Brixham Signal Consultation 

On the 15th February 2021 at the Community Services Committee meeting Councillors were asked 
to review and agree the 2021/22 charging structure and format of this newsletter. The Brixham  
Signal was first produced in July 2008 as an eight page black and white newsletter. It has           
developed over the years and is now a 24 page newsletter with the front and back pages (inside 
and out) as colour. 

At the time, the Town Council wanted to apply for Quality Council status and to achieve this, the 
Town Council introduced the newsletter as a form of communication to residents. In 2008, the 
Council did not have any social media presence or a website of its own. Brixham Town Council  
only had a page on Torbay Council’s website.  

The Brixham Signal is issued quarterly in the months of January, April, July and October with just 
over 10,000 copies being printed and delivered by Royal Mail to all TQ5 residential properties. 

Cost to the Council 

The 2021/22 draft budget allows for a budget of £11,840 for the Brixham Signal. This is made up 
as follows: 

 

Digital Newsletters 

The Town Council now has a large social media presence on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and 
its own website with a page dedicated to the past and present newsletters. These methods are 
used to engage with the community and publicise the Council’s activities.   

The benefits of digital newsletters are: 

 Reduced timeframes resulting in more up to date information in the newsletter. 

 Reduced costs. 

 Improving the Councils carbon footprint and therefore helping the environment. 

 The newsletter will reach the residents who want to read it. 

 Every page can be full colour. 

 Email contacts, websites etc can be presented as clickable links, making it easier to access  
internet content and service providers. 

 By moving to a digital version, the Council could consider issuing additional newsletters 
throughout the year.  This can either by done on an adhoc basis known as “special issues” or 
increase from quarterly to bi-monthly with fewer pages but more up to date information  

At the committee meeting it was resolved that Brixham Town Council carry out consultations in the 
April and the July editions asking you the readers your thoughts and views of the current format of 
the Signal taking into consideration the cost in producing and           
delivering it. 

Complete our survey on page 19 and return it to; 

Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

Or email your completed form to: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Alternatively scan the QR code to complete the survey online. 
The deadline for completion of this consultation is 31st July 
2021. 

*If you have already submitted a completed survey from the April  edi-
tion, please do not complete another one.* 

Printing £4,020 

Royal Mail delivery £7,820 
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Shoalstone Pool 

 

Shoalstone Pool Update 

This year we have commissioned a major set of   
engineering works around the pool in order to put 
right damage and erosion that has now reached a 
critical point.  

The sea wall parapet soaks up a large portion of the 
force from the waves breaking over the pool and  
also acts to deflect as much debris as possible. 
Sadly this role comes with a price and given its    
location, it’s nigh on impossible to protect it from 
damage. Year on year we patch it up and replace 
the railings as they are knocked off. This year we 
took the decision to strip and rebuild large sections 
of the parapet which had become damaged beyond 
easy repair. It also allowed us to fully inspect the  
entire structure and assess future repair               
requirements. The good news is that the wall was in 
relatively good shape although there were areas 
where the supporting steels have suffered bacterial 
corrosion. Following repairs the wall was repainted 
and all of the railings replaced, this made a huge 
cosmetic difference and will reduce our repair       
requirements in the coming years. 

We have addressed two areas of concern within the 
pool itself in the north western corner. These areas showed render falling off the wall and exposed 
the underlying concrete. The first repair was straightforward as planned but the second exposed a 
wet mush of old failed concrete. It was traced back to an old void sea-side which has now been 
blocked up. It is a miracle that this has not failed earlier. The contractors were able to carry out a 
repair   using steel and concrete which should be more than temporary. This increased the cost of 
our    repairs. 

Whilst carrying out the current repair works other problems have come to light. The major one    
being the ingress of water. This will not be able to be fixed this year. We needed the works to     
finish leaving enough time to prepare the pool to open. And we have a limited budget for repairs.  

Our volunteers were busy. The beach hut area was prepped and painted. So were the changing 
rooms and the pool surround and decks. We were grateful for the many hours of work put in by our 
registered volunteers. And our coordinators Tony and Lisa. The pool is kept going year in year only 
because of the volunteers, including the “committee”, who contribute so much to it. 

The pandemic has caused a seed change in how we deal with money in personal transactions. We 
are increasingly turning to electronic means for payments and cash is becoming a fond memory. 
Shoalstone Seawater Pool has relied upon cash donations for many years but now we are    
changing with the times and are able to take online payments. You will find signage around the 
pool with QR codes linking to our payment system. We are looking at accepting card payments as 
well and have set ourselves a target to increase poolside donations. 

Why not give it a try yourself? We need donations to help us fund the works undertaken and also to 
pay for the lifeguards and our operational costs. Simply scan the QR or go to our 
website https://shoalstonepool.com. Many thanks to everyone helping us sustain 
Shoalstone Pool with a donation.  

We look forward to seeing you all at Shoalstone at some point in 2021.You can 
write to us c/o Brixham Town Council, email us at info@shoalstonepool.com or 
leave a message on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/shoalstone/  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fshoalstonepool.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR13zlYmOnjgeWPgXWmCSEuY61vi722JOrcL4Xodz3jTm1HLdkQ9kH2nm_E&h=AT2InYu00ywIC6JWmlqzvm3Y6xIRwlUeT7kB2kn3wCeBJzM2j5Id-hLXgfEtIKTNkdN72c_SGUrDij4UeM1GYOr7LyuZ0bS_Lc8jQhOvBv_wp-OF2eu58
mailto:info@shoalstonepool.com
http://www.facebook.com/shoalstone/
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Rotary Club of Brixham 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BRIXHAM IS               

DELIGHTED THAT IT WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD A 

SUMMER FAYRE AT THE OLD FISH QUAY ON 

TUESDAY 6
TH

 July 2021 
 

The Brixham Rotary Club is rearing to once again raise monies for local charities face to face as 
soon as Government restrictions are sufficiently eased and they have been given permission to   
operate a Summer Fayre at the Old Fish Quay in Brixham on Tuesday 6

th
 July 2021, to be held    

between the hours of 10am to 3pm. 
 
The Club’s new President at that time, Roy Tuttle, said “We have tried our best to raise funds for 
Brixham Charities during the lockdown, managing to raise over £4,000 for local charities, but now 
restrictions are being eased our members are really looking forward to going out to fund raise with 
things then being almost back to normal and I do hope that the people of Brixham, as well as       
visitors, will support our efforts on the day and we can help those people and organisations that 
have had a difficult time over the past year.” 
 
He continued, “Stalls will include Tombola, Bric a Brac, Books and Jigsaw Puzzles and more        
information will be available nearer the time on our Facebook page and Website, 
www.brixhamrotary.org where people can also go to donate funds and offer items that can be sold 
on the stalls. I would like to thank David Sharp and his team for all their hard work in organising this 
event and hope that the people of Brixham will come out in force to help our local charities“.  
 

 

http://www.brixhamrotary.org
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Disclaimer 
Brixham Town Council is not responsible for any errors, omissions or alterations with regards to 
entries in this newsletter. The content, views and opinions of articles do not necessarily represent 
the views of Brixham Town Council or the editor. The accuracy of the content in this newsletter is 
not guaranteed. 

Brixham Sea Rangers 

 

Brixham Sea Rangers SRS/CSRS Churchill is a uniformed youth organisation for girls aged 9-21 

years. The crew was formed in 1941 and we are looking forward to celebrating our 80
th
 birthday   

later this year. Last year 2020 was the Sea Ranger Association’s centenary, unfortunately due to 

Covid-19 all the planned events had to be cancelled. Hopefully we will be having belated centenary 

celebrations in 2022 instead. SRS/CSRS Churchill offers all forms of nautical activities - rowing,    

canoeing/kayaking and sailing. We also teach the Cadets and Rangers important life skills such as 

first aid, water safety and team work. A wide range of different activities are offered from camping 

skills to cooking, craft to beach cleaning. Our members have lots of fun and adventure both on and 

off the water. The crew is thriving and has a long waiting list but we desperately need new female 

trainee officers, adult leaders or helpers (aged 

18 plus) to enable the crew to expand. All roles 

are voluntary and no previous experience is   

required as all training will be provided. You 

must be able to pass an enhanced DBS check. 

 Do you have a desire to volunteer with          

youngsters?  

 Could you be a positive role model? 

 Are you interested in, have skills in or 

knowledge of nautical activities? 

 Ladies, can you help Brixham Sea     

Rangers?   

If so, then contact Skipper Steph Luscombe on 

Tel: 855182 or email:  

churchill@searangers.org.uk. 
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Town Hall Floral Display 

At the beginning of June our flower displays arrived and our Facilities Manager has done a great 

job fixing them around the Town Hall. We’ve entered this years Brixham In Bloom competition 

and have our fingers crossed they will be in full bloom when the judging starts in August. 

 

 

Telephone Boxes 

Our lengthsmen have continued their efforts to get the K6 boxes transformed. The Bug Hotel is 

now finished and already has some happy tenants. We were very grateful when Urban Gypset 

lent a hand with the box at Higher Ranscombe Road, we think it looks amazing . 
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FISH&CHIPS 
     64 Bolton Street, Brixham TQ5 9DH 
  Telephone: 01803 855771 or order online at www.davids-chippy.co.uk 

We now have an APP to download so you can order directly from your mobile 
phone 

We’re open 7 days a week! Home delivery available Friday & Saturday  

evenings. 

JULY MONTHLY OFFER: Shredded Chicken, served with Chips & Sweet n’ 

Sour sauce dip £5.99 

AUGUST MONTHLY OFFER: Saveloy & Chips with a Curry 

Sauce pot and a glass bottle of Coke £6.50 

SEPTEMBER MONTHLY OFFER: Steak & Kidney Pudding, 

Chips and a gravy pot £5.99 

 

Like us on Facebook to 

hear all our latest offers 

and news. 

Support Brixham 

 


