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Join us as we celebrate Christmas in Brixham this
November. The Brixham Christmas Market is on Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th November in the Scala Hall,
from 10am to 4pm. The market will be filled with stalls
selling Christmas gifts, cards, arts and crafts, helping
you fill everything from your little sacks to gifts under
the tree! Fairtrade will be running the Cafe in the
Function Room during the market times so you can rest
your weary feet and enjoy hot or cold beverages, delicious food and the many Fairtrade products on offer.
On Saturday 29th why not then join us on The
Quay for the switch on
of the Brixham Christmas illuminations?
2pm onward there will
be entertainment kindly provided by ‗With a
Difference Entertainments‘. The parade of
lanterns will start at
The Quay at 5pm and
will wend its way
through the town via
Fore St and Middle St
to return to the Quay.
The spectacular parade
will end with an explosive fireworks display blasting
into the night sky, a display that has become the highlight of the Christmas festivities in the bay.
Lanterns will be made from recycled items. So
we need your unwanted tissue paper, ribbon, paper,
lampshades or plastic cartons. Bring these to the Town
Council office or with you to one of the Free lantern
making workshops taking place in the Scala Hall on the
16th & 23rd November, 10am to 1pm. 859678 to book or
info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk, spaces are limited.
A professional lantern maker will lead the workshops
and all the lanterns can join the parade, as well as any
made at home.
The parade is open to everyone, whether you are
an individual, family, group, club or business! A booking form to enter the parade is available online or in the
Town Council office so we can organise numbers.
All lanterns must be lit by battery operated tea lights
and these will be available from Brixham Town Council offices in Brixham Town Hall and Kaba Kaboo in

October 2014

Fore Street for just £1 each.

JOIN IN THE WORKSHOP AND FALL IN WITH
THE PARADE! Let your light shine in Brixham‘s lanterns, lights & ‗luminations festive celebration.
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Police contact details

Helpful Contact Numbers
Connections (Torbay Council) 01803 207201
Torbay Council
01803 201201
Tor2 (Waste & recycling)
01803 701316
Tor2 (Litter, dog mess, graffiti, grass cutting, public
toilet cleaning & sharps)
01803 701318
Out of Hours Dental Emergency 01392 823 682
Torbay Care Trust Dental Helpline 210592
RSPCA (Cruelty line)
0300 1234 999
Torbay Wildlife Rescue
01803 557624
Western Power (Emergency)
0800 365 900
SW Water (Emergency)
0800 169 1144
Flooding Hotline
0800807060
Torbay Council out of hours
01803 550405
Brixham Hospital
01803 881399
Emergency Dentist
01803 217777
NHS Healthcare
111
Dog Warden Service
01803 208091
Gas Leak (emergency)
0800 111 999
Street Lighting (emergency) 01803 550405
Brixham Does Care
01803 857727

Non emergency 101
Emergency
999
Torquay Custody Centre 01803 841401
Web Site
www.devon-cornwall.police.uk
Crime stoppers
0800 555 111
Anti Terrorist Hotline 0800 789321
Victim Support 0845 3030900
Action Fraud 0300 1232040
NSPCC Helpline 0808 8005000
Devon & Cornwall Police 01392 420320
Brixham Police Station, Rea Barn Close, TQ5 9EA

Reporting Waste, Street cleaning,
graffiti or grass cutting
All calls relating to Waste & Recycling, Street Cleansing and Grass Cutting must be made direct to TOR2
and not Torbay Council.
Contact 01803 701316 for Waste & Recycling enquiries, and 01803 701318 for all other enquiries (i.e. Litter, Grass Cutting, Graffiti, dog fouling, sharps and
public toilet cleansing etc.). If you spot an overflowing
bin and report it, it should be emptied by Tor 2 with in
an hour.

Citizens Advice Bureau
Brixham Citizens Advice Bureau will be relocating
back into Brixham Town Council offices from 1st September 2014. Clients will be seen by appointment only
and these will be available on Monday and Wednesday
mornings. Appointments can be made by either phoning the Torquay Debt Unit on 01803 297803 or by calling into Connections at Brixham Library.
The CAB can advise on numerous matters including
Benefits, Debt, Consumer,
Employment, Housing, Finance, Relationship, Education, Travel, Utilities etc.
Torbay CAB is a not-forprofit charity and is independent, free, confidential and impartial.
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MP Contact Details
Dr Sarah Wollaston MP
Email: Sarah.wollaston.mp@parliament.uk
Address: Constituency Office, Station Road, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 5HW
Office tel no: 01803 868378 Westminster: 02072195129
Web site: http://www.drsarah.org.uk

MEPs for the South West
MEP William Dartmouth (UKIP)
Office of W Dartmouth MEP, The Old Stores Cottage, Brooms Green,
Dymock, GL18 2DP. 01531 890180
MEP Julia Reid (UKIP)
MEP Ashley Fox, 5 Westfield Park, Bristol, B6 6LT
01179737050 Ashley@ashleyfoxmep.co.uk
MEP Julie Girling (Con) 07802728225 juliegiring@msn.com
MEP Claire Moody (Lab)
MEP Molly Cato Scott (Green)
Opening Times:
Weekdays 2pm - 4pm
(except bank holidays)
@ The Torbay Room
Brixham Town Hall
Food donations are
always welcome.

Brixham Food Bank Needs Volunteers
If you are able to give up as little as two hours one afternoon a week to volunteer at the Food Bank or, alternatively, become a ―floater‖ to fill in when needed, you
would be more than welcome. We are struggling with a
shortage of volunteers at the moment. If you can volunteer please get in touch, whether in person or by telephone (see below).

Tel no. 07873164211

We thank everyone, shops and individuals, who have and
continue to donate food, or cash to buy food. It will go
towards supporting needy families and people in the
Brixham area. Your generosity is very much appreciated. Donations can be made in the donation boxes in
town, currently situated in both Co-ops in Fore Street,
Tesco, the Library, Superdrug and Cost Cutter in Pillar
Avenue.
We welcome donations of foods such as rice, pasta,
tinned goods (meat, fruit, pudding), carton long life
products, dried/long life milk, tea, coffee, biscuits, instant mash, noodles, sugar and long life instant meals.
We are very grateful to the Town Council, which has
helped with much of the admin. that the running of any
organisation, however small, involves and for the grant
given, without which the Food Bank could not exist.
In July we fed approximately 100 people and are heading
for a similar total in August. The numbers show that this
is a very worthwhile undertaking. The Food Bank is
open every weekday afternoon from 2pm to 4pm. You
will find it behind the Library, entrance off the Town
Hall Car Park. The telephone number is 07873 164211.
The phoned is ―manned‖ whilst the Food Bank is open.
However, a message can be left.
Lindsay Harrison

Secretary – Brixham Food Bank.
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Torbay Carers Discount Scheme

Brixham Chess Club

―Torbay Carers Discount Scheme, which was
launched 10 years ago, is going from strength to
strength with more Brixham businesses supporting
people in the local community whose daily lives are
dedicated to looking after family members or friends
with illness or disability.

A Chess club is run for Brixham Does Care every
Tuesday by Mr Paul Wiseman, who is an x chess champion and who has written books on chess. There is also
a Brixham Chess club that meets in the Conservative
Club every Tuesday at 7pm.
New members are welcome to join the existing keen
members, so if you have an interest in chess why not
come along.

The scheme is a partnership between local business
and Carers Services (part of Torbay and Southern
Devon Health &Care NHS Trust). Bay Pharmacy in
Fore Street, which has recently become part of the
Day Lewis chain, is committed to making life easier
for carers.
Carers can get concessions at several Brixham shops,
Brixham Heritage Museum, the Greenway Ferry
Company, the Admiral Swimming Centre and the
Berry Head Hotel. Carers need to show the Torbay
Carers Emergency Response Card to retailers and
businesses to qualify for the discounts.
Carers who wish to join Torbay Carers Register to
get the card and have access to discounts, or for
businesses wishing to offer discounts, more information is available from Signposts for carers on
01803 666620.‖

Brixham Hospital League of Friends
A Scenic Calendar of Brixham for 2015 has been published by the League of Friends for Brixham Hospital
to raise funds to purchase equipment for the hospital
and community nursing services. The Friends have
been very fortunate in having acquired help from the
students at Brixham College who have provided stunning scenic photographs of Brixham – these are currently displayed around the hoardings on the site of
the old Threshers building at Bolton Cross. Once you
have seen the display you will defiantly want to purchase a Calendar! These are now on sale in selected
shops in the town and the Brixham Does Care centre
at the price of £6.50. All proceeds going to the League
of Friends.
The League of Friends have pledged a substantial
amount of money to the development of phase 3 at
Brixham Hospital which hopefully will commence in
2015!
By purchasing this Calendar you will be making a
contribution as well as supporting your community
hospital. There is a limited number of Calendars available so don‘t leave it too late to purchase yours.
Thank you for your support to this very good cause.

Brixham Chamber of Commerce members
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ACE
ACE in Brixham is unique, running classes during the
daytime each week. Taxis bring people from all part s
of Torbay for classes & Thursday members morning.
It is 6 years since I started volunteering on a Thursday.
Everyone was friendly & welcoming as I helped serve
teas & coffees & prepared for lunch during the guest
speaker session. The speaker & activities range from
Flower Arranging to the History of Dartmouth, talks
by our own members, dental technician, policeman &
nursing or a quiz. Lunch is a riotous affair, the work is
undertaken with a great deal of fun & laughter! It is
wonderful to watch the members becoming more confident & outgoing, enjoying company, making new
friends, having a good day out without any worries.
On Thursday afternoons there is a choice of Sports
Mobility, Drawing & Painting or The Write Way, a
terrific look at literature. On Fridays there is a pottery
class & a gardening group (we would welcome anyone
who enjoys digging!). On Mondays there is a swimming class at Brixham Pool. In July ACE celebrated
25 memorable years of learning & having fun. If you
would like to join the classes or become a volunteer
please contact ACE at the Adult and Community
Learning Department on Brixham 853302. Classes
commenced on Monday 22nd September - come and
join this happy volunteer!!

Brixham Horticultural Society
The Summer Show held at the Scala Hall in July saw
the highest number of entries for many years and
should serve as a springboard for the Autumn show at
the same venue. Entry forms for the various classes
can be obtained from any Committee member, or directly from either David Phillips (853539) or Jean
Horrobin (883473). The show will be open to the public on Friday 17th October from 2.00 to 5.00 and Saturday 18th Oct between 10.00 and 4.00. Exhibits are
staged on Thursday 16th between 1pm and 5pm; on
Friday from 8am and 9am, ready for judging.
The monthly meetings continue with Caroline Bourne
from Whetman Pinks on 1st October and November
sees one of the highlights of the year when four club
members each produce an individual flower arrangement in front of the other members, describing each
step of the display. Come along to a meeting. They
are held on the first Wednesday of each month, other
than January, in the Catholic Hall on New Road, beginning at 2.00 pm with tea and biscuits. You will be
made most welcome, and who knows, you might decide to become a member!
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Your Town Hall
Meeting and event Rooms available to Hire
Brixham Town Hall, New Road
For more information, contact Brixham Town Council
on 859678 or info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Furzeham & Summercombe meeting Rooms . Capacity each 15. Facilities: Interactive smart board and projector. Level access, wheelchair friendly. Hire rate £10 per hour. Ideal training or small meeting venue.
Scala Hall. Capacity 200 people Facilities: CD player, tables & chairs. Level access, wheelchair friendly. Hire
rates from £60 per 4 hour session.
@ The Function Room. (Evenings and weekends only) Capacity 60. Facilities: Kitchen, chairs and tables. Level
access. Hire rate from £60 per 4 hour session.
The Walking meeting room & long display corridor. A covered area for a walking meeting of four people and
ideal venue for information displays.

Brixham Fairtrade Working Group

Brixham Does Care

Brixham Fairtrade Working Group hopes to submit a formal application for Fairtrade Town Status by the end of
the year. When we are successful, we will get a ―stiffcat‖
to prove we‘ve done it! Where do you think we should
display it? There‘s small prize for the best idea. Local
work places (offices, shops, B&Bs etc) and community
groups (schools, faith communities etc) can also get
―stiffcats‖ if they qualify; check and see if your group
does. It would be great to have ―stiffcats‖ on display all
over Brixham!!

TIME FOR MUSICAL MEMORIES !
AS BRIXHAM DOES CARE celebrates 12 months in
its new home, together with the recent appointment of
new Director, Emma Mahon, preparations are underway for the annual fundraiser variety show, ―Memories
Are Made Of This‖ at the Berry Head Hotel on
Wednesday 8th October 2014. Chairman, Martyn Paddon, explains: ―Having just overseen the successful relocation of our offices, shop and café onto the Ground
Floor of the Town Hall, and following the sudden departure of our previous Director, Emma bravely took on
the role of Acting Director and has since agreed to lead
our organisation. ALL of our staff and volunteers performed miracles in maintaining our services to the community. In particular, our Ex. Director, Ian Graham,
who stayed on beyond retirement is leaving us at
Christmas.

Since our last article, we have established contact with
the department of Plymouth University and they are
pleased to support our campaign. We were on the Quay
at the Trawler Race selling pieces of gorgeous homemade Fairtrade cakes & encouraging people enter chocolate quizzes!
Fairtrade is not only about chocolate, tea and coffee –
now available Fairtrade Palm Oil soap, washing up liquid and laundry liquid; and Fairtrade socks made out of
Fairtrade bamboo!!
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This year‘s show will be the 7 that Jim Hopkinson and
I have co-hosted and, as usual, we would love the audience to join us on the dance floor. Missing for the last 2
shows because of family illness, harmony duo Alison &
Mike Neal again join our line up, which includes vocalist Derek James, guitarist Rick Courtney, songstress
Rebecca Clifton and last year‘s sensational dancers
from Totnes School Of Dance‖. A raffle completes the
3 hour entertainment, which starts promptly at 7.30pm.
Doors open 6.45pm, drinks and snacks are available
from the Mulberry Room bar. Tickets £6 from BDC
Office 01803 857727.

Look out for us at events in town, where we will be promoting Fairtrade and the companies and local businesses
which use and sell Fairtrade products. Better still, if you
support Fairtrade, come and join us in spreading the message and helping to gain the status for our town.
Contact details: Cllr. Rosemary Clarke, email:
clarke1959ra@gmail.com phone: 01803 855766

The Brixham Signal is published four times a year. Cut off dates for submissions are 1st of December,
March, June and September
Brixham Signal Contacts (including for article submission): Ki Barnes, Tracy Hallett or Linda McGuirk.
Brixham Town Council, Brixham Town Hall, New Road, Brixham TQ5 8TA
Open daily 10am – 12pm and 2pm – 3pm. Post box located in iron gate, left of main entrance to Town Hall
Email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk Web site: http://brixhamtc.jabhosting.co.uk/index.php Tel: 859678 or
call us on SKYPE You can follow the Town Council (brixhamtc) on Twitter, Linkedin and Facebook.
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Brixham Civic Award
Nick Brown, the
hero of Shoalstone
pool holds the
Civic award presented by Brixham
Town Council and
a ‗This is your
life‘ style folder
presented by Jenny
Harriman, containing the many letters of support for
Nick‘s nomination
to the award.

Inner Wheel Presentation
When one of the Brixham
Inner Wheel members
found out how difficult it
was in an emergency to
get a disabled person
from the theatre to the
ground floor of Brixham
Town Hall the members
of the Inner Wheel got
together with the Rotary
Club and found a solution, an Evac chair. It
was presented to Brixham Town Council in March this
year by President Gillian Altham and was received by
the then Chairman Councillor Brian Harland. Subsequently the Town Council has purchased a cushion for
the chair. The chair is located in the lobby of the theatre on the second floor where it stands ready for an
emergency. This evacuation aid was warmly received
by the users of the Town Hall and the Town Council.
Thank you to the Inner Wheel and the Rotary for their
generosity and most beneficial gift.

Allsorts Garden Services
All Aspects of Garden Care & Maintenance

Lawns & Hedges.
Border Cutting & Planting
Fencing & Pressure Washing.
Pond Construction & Maintenance.
Fully Qualified
10+ Years‘ Experience
Call David on
01803 854833
07583 561443

The Inner Wheel Club of Brixham meet on the 2nd
Monday of each month at 7pm, at the Berry Head Hotel. Interested ladies please contact Ann Burt 01803
459641.
Community Events
Contact the Town Council office when you have a
tentative date for your event to ensure it is not the
same day as another event and have it put in the
Brixham Signal ‗Out and About‘ in the relevant edition. E mail the Town Council for the link to view the
diary on line.
Don’t clash and lose cash,
Let the Community Diary know to get the dough!
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Brixham Youth Genesis join in
Following their involvement in Brixham Community
Partnership‘s Steering Group meeting on 22nd July a
member of Youth Genesis has now joined the team to
help us link with the views of young people in the
town.
Steering Group Discussions – 22nd July 2014
The latest draft version of the Neighbourhood Plan proposes around 800 new homes to be built over the next
20 years in the peninsula, which will lead to a considerable increase in traffic. Members agreed that there
would need to be improvements in road access to the
town to support the increase.

the information to the Neighbourhood Forum so that
the suggestions can be considered for inclusion in the
Neighbourhood Plan.
Members agreed to invite Devon‘s Police and Crime
Commissioner, Tony Hogg, to come and speak at a future public meeting on a date that suits his availability.
The Community Partnership is on Facebook, Twitter
@ BrixhamCP and our e-mail address is brixhamcommunitypartnership@outlook.com.
The next public meeting will take place on Tuesday
21st October at Brixham Rugby Club @ 7.00pm.

There was a discussion about the council reserve and
David Giles, Chairman
Jessica Stock, chairperson of Brixham Town Council
Brixham Battery
Finance and General Purposes Committee said that part
is a legal requirement.
Brixham Battery Heritage Group have had a busy summer this year promoting the site to locals and visitors.
The group agreed to put forward amendments to TorWe have had our busiest summer yet, exceeding our visibay Community Partnership‘s election guidelines
tors from previous years.
which members agreed were restrictive upon any officers who may wish to stand in the local elections in
2015. The amendments were to be forwarded to TCP
for discussion in their Annual General Meeting later in
the year.
A member of Youth Genesis explained what the organisation is about and the group discussed how we can
get young people engaged in discussing how they want
to see their town evolve when adult meetings tend to
be too structured and alienating for them to take part
in. We agreed that members of the partnership will take
part in a joint initiative with Youth Genesis by visiting
them at their URC Church location in New Road in
order to meet with them in a more relaxed environment, and that we would invite the new Brixham Regeneration Group to take part as well.

They were involved in Torbay Carnival in the procession, had a stand at Torbay Steam Rally and spent the
week supporting Paignton Regatta. Also during this busy
time they held a fundraising evening at Lupton House
where the 1940's music was supplied by Sandy Sparkle
and Mac, many thanks to the local businesses for their
donations to the raffle especially Wayne at Lloyd Maunders and also to Janet Howard for her support. Another
fundrasing evening will be next Spring! Brixham Battery
Heritage Group are open Friday, Sunday and Monday 24 or catch up on all the latest news on facebook,
www.brixhambatteryheritagegroup.co.uk, and twitter
@brixhambattery.

David Giles reported that coincidentally the Regeneration Group had started talking about ―pop up cinemas‖
recently at the same time as he had started to investigate the possibility of creating a Film Society in the
town. The group agreed that we should work with BRG
to potentially take the idea forward.
Katherine informed the meeting that she had received
several comments about Green Spaces as a result of our
recent press release and we would now be passing all of
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Brixham Orpheus Male Voice Choir
BOMVC returned from their summer "recess"on 20th
September with a joint concert with City of Truro
M.V.C. They continue on 4th October in Churston Ferrers at St. Mary the Virgin church. The proceeds will
be donated to the Church Restoration fund.
On 18th October they travel to Launceston for a joint
concert with the Tregadillet Ladies Choir, followed on
15th November at Salcombe with the proceeds on this
occasion going to the local Holy Trinity Church.
The Christmas Concert at St. Marys Church on 13th
December will be a real Brixham occasion, as it will
also feature the children of Brixham C of E Primary
School and the Riviera Singers. With so much local
talent on show , tickets are bound to be at a premium.
Why not become involved with the Choir, which does
so much for local charities, either by becoming a member of the FRIENDS of the choir (ring Danny on
859218) or by coming along to the Thursday practice
nights and discovering your inner singing talents. You
will be made very welcome.

Do you know someone living in a cold home? Do you
know someone who might be struggling to pay their
energy bills? CosyDevon may be able to help.
CosyDevon can offer: cavity wall, loft top up insulation, external wall insulation, and virgin loft insulation.
Homeowners, private landlords and their tenants who
meet a qualifying criteria can receive loft and cavity
wall insulation for FREE through CosyDevon. A limited number of free replacement boilers will also be
available to households receiving qualifying benefits whose boiler meets certain criteria. Solid wall insulation will
also need a contribution which will link in with the Green Deal Home Improvement Fund (GDHIF).
Who can apply?
Private landlords, private tenants and homeowners can all contact CosyDevon to explore if they may be eligible. The scheme does not cover social landlords and social housing tenants. Although private landlords, private
tenants and homeowners can all apply, work will actively take place to target individuals and families living in
fuel poverty in Torbay.
How to apply — Anyone wishing to find out if they are eligible for the measures can contact CosyDevon on telephone 0800 0511548 or visit www.cosydevon.com.
How the community can get involved — If you represent a community group in Torbay and would like the CosyDevon team to visit a specific event or meeting to speak with residents about the offer please email housingstandards@torbay.gov.uk detailing your requirements.
If you are aware of an individual or family living in a cold home and you think they may be eligible for the
scheme, with their permission you can make a referral on their behalf to CosyDevon.
CosyDevon has been launched by nine local authorities including Torbay Council and Devon County Council and
will see up to £9 million invested in improving homes across the county. Delivered in partnership with E.ON, CosyDevon is offering up to 7,000 free or subsidised insulation and heating measures for Devon‘s homes. The
scheme is funded by E.ON through the Energy Companies Obligation (ECO). Applicants do not have to be E.ON
customers in order to be eligible for CosyDevon.
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Brixham Pilot Gig Club

Higher Brixham Community Centre
The Higher Brixham Community Centre at Poplar
Close looks forward to a vibrant future with a dynamic new committee.

The Brixham gig club
held its first Brixham
regatta this August and
racing events started
with the ladies A race.
Photos of the event with
results and prize giving
are on the club website.
Brixham Gig Club would like to thank every person, business or group who helped make the event a success and
hope that you continue to support us in the years to come.
The club would also like to officially announce that we are
in the process of having a brand new racing boat built by
Brian Pomeroy of Dartmouth and as such we are looking
for sponsors to help with funding. Anybody who wishes to
sponsor please contact us via www.brixhamgigclub.co.uk.
Brixham Gig Club attended Paignton Pilot Gig Regatta
along with 14 other clubs from across Devon and Cornwall. The weather conditions were perfect for rowing, they
came away with some very respectable results as well as a
fantastic win from the ladies C crew.

Young Brixham Fun Day
A big thank you for 'pulling together' to everyone who
helped make the tremendous Funday event happen on Sat
9th August. The weather held (thank you Maria for your
prayers) and 'over 1000' people enjoyed the day in St
Mary‘s Park! Ross and his team bust a gut - from 8am 10.30pm - and by the time we got to the night time the
rain had come in! - so a special thank you to Ross, Jacob,
Matthew, Sam, Pete, Dan and all the guys who were offloading at The Edge in the evening.
There were scrummy cakes, made by the scouts, and plate
smashing; From ducks & wheelbarrows, the most amazing
raffle prizes, and an amazing number of folk who knew it
was happening, spread the word and came along. There
was the feeding of the masses (Falafel was scrummy), a
beautiful MC and the man in the bola who is already talking about next year...
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The rooms host many weekly activities including the
well-established Brixham Berzerkers Games Club,
Award Winning theatre company The South Devon
Players and the well-respected Brixham United Spiritualist Church - founded over 40 years ago amongst
many other valuable local community groups.
Rooms are available for hire
at some of the most competitive prices in Torbay. For
bookings, please contact our
bookings secretary Laura on
07904368121.
The centre website is http://
chestnutcentre. weebly.com/

Berry Head
We have a truly remarkable nature reserve on our
doorstep. Berry Head has something for everyone – dog
walkers, climbers, sea anglers, bird and flower enthusiasts, Napoleonic battle reenacters – each of us has our
own reason to love this patch of wilderness. The unique
habitat – exposed limestone grassland – hosts many rare
species of flower: white rock-rose, small hare‘s ear and
the bee orchid, whose petals perfectly resemble a thirsty
bee taking a drink of nectar.
Flying inhabitants include the southern UK‘s largest Guillemot colony, cirl buntings and peregrine falcons. Endangered Greater Horseshoe Bats live in the quarry – the Torbay Coast & Countryside Trust lead guided bat walks during the summer and has introduced Devon cattle to attract
the bats‘ favourite food: dung beetles!
The headland‘s forts were completed just after 1800 in
response to the rise of Napoleon. Torbay was a sheltered
anchorage for Britain‘s channel fleet, and Berry Head was
an important defensive position. The two forts were built
to protect a gun emplacement on the tip of the headland.
In their place now, the lighthouse is the highest, deepest
and shortest in the UK – only 5m tall, yet 58m above sea
level, with a 45m shaft inside, which used to house a falling weight which turned the light. Porpoise, gannets and
other sea birds are regularly seen out to sea, and 2014 has
been a good year for dolphins, with super-pods of up to
800 spotted by eagle-eyed wildlife enthusiasts.
The northern side of the headland is dominated by the
limestone quarry, used as recently as 1969. Nowadays this
is a popular fishing spot with easy access to deep water
and frequent shoals of mackerel, mullet, and even a cod in
winter. How lucky we are to have all this squeezed into
one big cliff in Brixham!
11

OUT AND ABOUT - EVERY Monday (Oct - May) Brixham Town Band practice session 7.45pm, Brixham College Music Department 669158
Project Performers Youth (term time only) 4pm, Brixham Theatre, Polly 07591073125
Monday - Friday Brixham Does Care café @ The Function Room 10am to 1pm
Brixham Does Care Charity Shop, Old Market Hall, 10am - 4pm
Tuesday Cubs. 6.30pm - 8pm. Usually at The Edge. Phone Skip (Mara Slipper) for info on 858839.
The Zone: Reloaded, youth club, 9-14yrs. 3.30pm £1 (inc drink & biscuits) Christian Community Centre
Knit and Natter. @The Function Room, Brixham Town Hall. 10.30am - 12.30pm. Emma 857727.
Chess Club. Conservative Club, New Road. 7pm to 10pm. All welcome. 854409.
Buddhist Meditation Group, Lupton House 7.30pm £5 per session 845800
Healing Café 12pm –3pm and 7pm to 9pm Lupton House 845800
Veteran Seafarers Association. 2pm URC, New Road. Alan Healey 854990
Serenty‘s Garden Development Circles. 7.30pm-9.30pm. Higher Brixham Community Centre. 857870.
Dramatically Different, (term time only) 5pm Brixham Theatre, Rachel 07970557508
Tues & Thursday Mensheds. 11am - 3pm. The Edge, Bolton Street. 883794
Tues - Saturday Heritage Museum. 10am - 4pm, children free, adults £2, concessions £1.75
Tues, Thurs & Sunday Brixham Harriers Running Club, 7pm, Sundays at 10.30am. 850566.
Wednesday Scouts. 7pm - 9pm. Usually at The Edge. Phone Skip (Mara Slipper) for info on 858839.
Alzheimer's Society Memory Café. 1.30pm United Reform Church. 07803 115828
The Riviera Singers. United Reformed Church, New Rd. 7.30pm. New ladies welcome.
Harbourlytes Choir, 7.30pm, The Edge, Bolton Street. 853693.
Slimming Class, 9.30am, Lupton House, 857350
Thursday PROBUS Club. Arrive before 10am. Catholic Hall
Healing Café 12.30pm to 2.30pm. Lupton House 845800
Bell ringing, 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. St Mary's church. Guy Thompson - 07764 344694
Brixham Orpheus Choir 7.30pm. Rehearsal Methodist Hall, Fore Street. 856230
Brixham Town Band (training) 6.30pm main band 7.45pm Brixham College Music Department 669158
Friday The Place, drop in, Youth Club, 11-17yrs, 7pm United Reform Church. goldrealm1@aol.com
Sunday Brixham United Spiritual Family Church Service. 6-7pm. Higher Brixham Community Centre. 666177.
Brixham Community Church. 10.30am. Brixham College Main Hall. All Welcome. 07772 591357.
Sunday, Monday & Friday Brixham Battery Museum. 2pm to 4pm. Free entry.
1st & 3rd Mondays Clairvoyant demonstration, 2pm, Lupton House 857350
2nd & 4th Mondays Brixham Blind Club. Brixham United Reformed Church. 2pm to 4pm. 853959.
Alternate Tuesdays Brixham Stroke Association. 2pm United Reformed Church, New Rd. 882269.
Brixham Ladies Forum, Catholic Church Hall, New Rd, 10.00am 859828 or 882288
Alternate Thursdays Astrology Group. 7.30pm Churston Court. Val 851392
Family History Group, Brixham Heritage Museum, 7-9pm 856267
Alternate Fridays Brixham TT Club. 7pm Commencing October. Contact Mr Pengelly 07778 287387
Alternate Sundays No limits Disabled Archery Club, Brixham Leisure Centre, 12.30pm 853959
1st & 3rd Thursday of each month Soroptimists, Brixham Rugby Club
1st Monday Brixham Blind & VI Club, United Reform Church, New Rd; 2.30pm 853959
1st Tuesday Royal Naval Association Brixham Rugby Club 8pm 857947
1st Wednesday of month Brixham Horticultural Society (not January) 2.00pm Catholic Hall, New Rd. 853539
1st Thursday of month John Turk's Folk Night, free admission - singers welcome Ernie Lister Bar 9pm start
2nd Monday of each month Brixham Stamp Club, 7.15pm at Chestnut Heights Community Centre.
2nd Monday of each month (not August) Brixham Inner Wheel, 7pm, Berry Head Hotel. Ladies contact 459641
2nd & 4th Monday each month Brixham Blind Club & VI Club. 2-4pm, United Reform Church, 853959.
2nd Tuesday of each month Brixham U3A. 2.00pm at Brixham Rugby Club. 852904
2nd & 4th Wednesday Tea Dance in aid of Cancer Research Catholic Church Hall 2.00pm £4. Mark 5535680
2nd & last Wednesday Brixham Quilters, Lupton House, 2 – 4pm. 854411
2nd Friday (except April & August) Messy Church. Brixham United Reformed Church, New Rd. 3.45pm-6pm
3rd Monday Cllrs Matthew James & Lindsay Harrison advice surgery 10.30am –11.30am. Brixham Library.
3rd Thursday Brixham Society of Art. Eden Park Primary School 7.30pm. 07747620449
Brixham WI, 2.15pm Brixham Rugby Club. Details 855439.
Last Tuesday Brixham Means Business. come & promote your business, Berry Head Hotel 7:30 - 9pm 855210
Last Wednesday Torbay Owls and Company 7pm Galmpton Village Institute 853453
To add your regular not for profit Society or club meeting to this list contact the Town Council office with the following details: Society / club / charity name, day of meeting, time, location, contact name and number.
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Brixham Chamber hits 100!
Brixham Chamber of Commerce is enjoying a rapid
period of growth having trebled its membership during
the year to 108. The membership encompasses all sizes
& sectors of business, from sole traders to some of the
largest organisations in the town &the Chamber has
been busy recently with the following:
Lobbying -liaised with local government and bodies
such as the Torbay Business Forum, ERTC, TDA, FSB
and Plymouth & SW City Deal.
Tourism -designed/sited new Welcome to Brixham
boards plus What’s On boards around the town and
continued distributing The Welcome to Brixham
guides.
Town Centre and Retail - surveyed commercial
property & researched the type of new businesses the
town wants/needs.
Carried out a clean up/weed removal, encouraged retailers to tidy their shop fronts and funded art boards
for the Threshers site.
Contacted the developer to expedite renovation of the
former toilet block at the foot of Fore Street.
Sited flags around the town.
Planned a shop-local campaign.
Markets -organized and promoted the Art & Craft
Market and the Sunday Market, attracting increasing
numbers of locals/visitors into the town.
Community events/groups—supported the Pirate
Festival, Brixfest, Riviera Fringe & Pride in Brixham
If you have a business interest in Brixham, we‘d be
delighted to have you on board. Joining offers a wide
range of benefits and only takes a few minutes at:

Town Council Planning Committee
There has been only one major application over the last
few months. This was for the Wall Park development
which was considered by Full Council and subsequently
recommended for refusal.
The grounds for refusal can be summarised as: issues
with regard to the Centry Road access for the caravan
site and the sports pitch; insufficient financial contribution to be made to Brixham from the scheme; and the
land for the cirl bunting should be reduced to facilitate
the introduction of one more sports pitch.

Town Council email address

The Planning Committee has referred several highways
issues to Full Council. These are: the situation with regard to the demolished building at Bolton Cross which is
an eyesore on the entrance to Brixham; the lack of traffic
enforcement in Fore Street; and the poor state of the
white lines in the Central Car Park which results in visitors parking in the wrong place. It is hoped that a senior
officer from Torbay Council and a police representative
will attend a Full Council meeting in the near future to
discuss the first and second issues respectively.
Brian Harland, Chair, Planning Committee
13

Please note that as from the 1st of October 2014
Brixham Town Council will be changing its e mail
address to info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk. And
will no longer use the brixhamparish@torbay.gov
address. This is in conjunction with the commencement of a new Town Council website which
will replace the existing Torbay Council hosted
webpages, more information on page16 of this
newsletter.
The telephone number remains the same 859678.

OUT AND ABOUT
October
Mon 6th RNLI talk ‗Travels with my Aunt‘ by Hilary Gorman Brixham Rugby Club 2.15pm £3
Wed 8th ‗Memories are made of this‘ Brixham Does Care show, Berry Head Hotel, 7pm. Tickets 857727
Fri 10th Lantern making Workshop 1pm. £10 to include all materials, Brixham Library
Fri 10th BBQ at Breakwater Beach Bistro £10 7pm Brixham Library 853870
Fri 10th 6.30pm, a musical evening with light refreshments, Lupton House, tickets £15 on sale in advance. Contact
Brixham Heritage Museum – 01803 856267
Mon 13th , John Risdon talk ―Aspects of South Devon‘s Rural Past‖ at 2.30pm. Brixham Heritage Museum
Fri 17th Horticultural Show, Scala Hall, 2pm to 5pm
Sat 18th Horticultural Show, Scala Hall, 10am to 4pm
Wed 22nd RNLI Skittles evening, Brixham Conservative Club, 7pm, £5 850155 to book
Thurs 23rd Flood Drop In event, Scala Hall 2.30pm to 7pm, BTC, Environment Agency, SW Water & TC 859678
November
Fri 1st to Sun 3rd Torbay Steam Fair, Dartmouth Rd, Brixham. 10am
Mon 3rd Brixham Does Care Open Forum. Feedback to Chairman. Café @ The Function Room. 10.00am-12pm
Mon 3rd RNLI Soup & Bingo, Brixham Rugby Club 12noon £4
Wed 5th Festival of Remembrance, St Mary‘s Church, 7pm
Sat 8th Royal British Legion Coffee morning 10am Central Methodist Hall
Sun 9th Brixham Remembrance Parade, from Kings Quay to the War Memorial. Service 11am at memorial
Tues 11th RNLI Coffee morning. Berry Head Hotel. 10am
Wed 12th Poets & Poetry under Fire, with Chris Waters, a 3 Wednesdays course. £5 pw 1.30pm Brixham Library
Fri14th Brixham and D Day talk by R Robinson, £5. 1.30pm Brixham Library
Sat 15th Table Top Sale, United Reform Church. 10am to 2pm 854520
Sat 15th Christmas Fair, in the Scala Hall for St Mary‘s Church.
Mon 17th RNLI Talk, ‗Atlantic Adventure‘ by John Risden, Brixham Rugby Club. 2.15pm £3
Fri 21st Late Autumn & Christmas gardening with John Harvey. £5 1.30pm Brixham Library
Sat 22nd Christmas Fair, in the Scala Hall for All Saints Church.
Mon 24th ―Animals in the Great War‖ Dr Philip Armitage (Curator) 2.30pm.Brixham Heritage Museum
Sat 29th Sun 30th Brixham Christmas market 10am to 4 pm, Scala Hall
Sat 29th Quiz night, 7.00 for 7.30pm Brixham Heritage Museum. 01803 856267 to reserve a place.
Sat 29th Christmas ‗Lights, lanterns and ‗lluminations‘, parade commencing at 4pm, fireworks at 6pm
December
Tues 2nd Childrens Christmas Sparkle Event. Xmas crafts and decorations. Free 4pm Brixham Library
Sat 6th RNLI Christmas fair, Scala Hall, 10am to 12.00 noon
Tues 9th Childrens Christmas Sparkle Event. Xmas crafts and decorations. Free 4pm Brixham Library
Wed 10th RNLI Coffee Morning. Brixham Yacht Club 10am —12 noon
Fri 12th A taste of Christmas, poerty, hand bell ringing, mulled wine, plus carols. 4pm Brixham Library
Sat 13th Christmas Concert. Brixham Male Voice Choir, St Mary‘s Church
Sat13th Pannier Market, Scala Hall, 10am to 3.30pm
Tues 16th Vigilance Quayside Carol Service with Brixham Town Band 7pm
Thurs 18th Brixham Does Care Mince Pies and Christmas Music. Scala Hall. 10.00am-12.30pm.
Sat 20th Cats protection League Christmas Fair, Scala Hall, 10am to 12pm

Need a Venue? Community Hall & meeting rooms for hire.
Admiral Swimming Pool Saloon, Community Room &
Galley. (Pool private hire available) 857151
Brixham Cricket Club Function Room – 853836
(Catering available 07519975811)
Brixham Library Lyte meeting Room 853870
Brixham Museum 856267
Brixham Rugby Club 2 Function Rooms 882162
Brixham Sport Centre multi use facilities for classes/
clubs/ meetings. 883388
Brixham Town Hall – 2 Meeting rooms (12 people),
Scala Hall (160) & @The Function Room (60) 859678
Fore Street Community Hall 852941
Lupton House 845800
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Higher Brixham Community Centre 07904
368121 Laura Jury
Lyte House Community Rooms 26 Bolton St
854331
Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church,
meeting Room. 853406
St John Ambulance Hall, Penn Meadows Margaret 07800 881940
United Reformed Church, New Road 852218
Brixham Conservative Club, New Rd - upstairs
suite/bar/meeting room. Christine Dwyer 882205
St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary‘s Square Suitable for functions & meetings. Mandy 853525

Update from YES
Y.E.S. (Youth Enquiry Service) continues to operate
out of The Edge and we are actively looking at buying
the property from our landlord. The charity has, with a
grant, purchased 2 properties which are in the process
of being converted into 6 affordable flats which will be
completed in the New Year.

We would like to thank all who have helped to make
our Charity Shop such a success, the staff; the amazing
volunteers; regular customers and all the people of
Brixham who have kindly donated so much. It is a vital source of funds to Y.E.S. Thank you all.
The Young Volunteers are still meeting at The Edge,
Bolton Street on Wednesday evenings between 7-9pm.
Their aim is to plan fun events that build bridges between generations. This year we have cleaned beaches;
become dementia champions; upcycled chairs; held tea
-dances and a successful grotto and worked on a community allotment amongst other things. We would
love to invite new members aged between 12 – 25 to
come and join this vibrant group.

Everyone can Expand and Evolve at The Edge! For
more information, give us a call for a chat: 01803
851414.
What is YES?
Brixham Youth Enquiry Service (YES) is a local charity which supports young people in our community. It
provides a free, drop-in service throughout the week in
friendly, welcoming surroundings.
It offers FREE:
 Information
 Support
 Guidance
 Advice (on issues such as housing, benefits, relationships, employment, training and money)
 Counselling
YES MISSION STATEMENT:
To provide 8-25 year old young people and their families with information, advice and well-being which is
consistently delivered as non-judgmental, supportive,
inclusive and empowering.

The next Christmas Grotto is being planned by the
young volunteers and staff at Y.E.S. We have the dates
so please put them in your diaries. They are Dec 19th 4
- 6pm and Dec 20th - 23rd, midday - 5pm. As always it
will be free and open for babies through to 10 year
olds. Please come and support it – you will not be disappointed.

Brixham Youth Sports Activities
Cricket
Football
Gig
Judo
Karate
Kayak
Rowing

Brixham Cricket Club. Contact Phil Gregory by email gregory1947pw@yahoo.co.uk.
Brixham AFC. Contact Club Secretary Bill Harris on 01803 856671.
Brixham Gig Club. Contact Dave Moralley on 07794 102601.
Ronindo Judo Club. Contact Ray Brown on 01803 551434.
Brixham Karate Club. Contact Richard or Kate Hurd on 01803 856601.
The Ibex Canoe Club. Contact Ralph on 01803 857656 or Jacky on 01803 858174.
Brixham Gig Club. Contact Club Captain Dave Morralley on 07794102601 or
brixhamgigclub@yahoo.co.uk or brixhamgigclub.co.uk
Rugby
Brixham RFC. Contact Director of Rugby James Onslow on 07855 046677.
Sailing
Brixham Junior Sailing Club. Contact the Honorary Secretary at www.brixhamjsc.co.uk.
Swimming Brixham Swim Club. Contact Paul Pickett on 859866.
Table Tennis Brixham Table Tennis Club. Contact Club Secretary Alan Maynard on 01803 853047.
Brixham Heritage Museum Opening Hours. April – October Tuesday-Saturday & Bank Holiday Mondays 10:00
am– 4:00 pm November—March Tuesday-Saturday 10:00am– 1:00pm Admission Adults £2.50 Concessions £2.00
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Brixham Does Care
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR SOME COMPANIONSHIP?
A wide range of groups and activities await you, Monday to Friday, you could join in or come along to our Café each morning until 1 pm. Why not come and see us, meet old friends or make new ones. A warm welcome is guaranteed, join in or just sit and relax, have a hot drink or just read the papers - the choice is yours.
We also offer a home visiting service, for people who are isolated, housebound or vulnerable. We have an open
door policy with friendly staff. As part of our service we are able to undertake Attendance Allowance and Pension
Credit applications, we can help and support in many ways. Brixham Does Care is a local befriending charity with
lots to offer, too much to list here, why not call in and find out more. Our offices are open Monday to Friday 9:45 am
to 4 pm or check out our website brixhamdoescare.co.uk or ring us on 01803 857727.
HELP US TO HELP OTHERS

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

Groups and events at Brixham Does Care Telephone 857727 for more information
Monday - Men’s Group at BDC. 2– 4 pm. £1:30 per person. £1:30 for transport.
Tuesday - Knit & Natter,10:30 - 12:30 pm. £1:30 pm per person. Support Group at Brixham Does Care. 2- 4
pm. £1:30 per person. Bingo 2 - 4 pm. £1:30 per person plus cost for books to play.
Wednesday- Ladies Group at BDC. 2-4 pm on 1st, 3rd & 4th Wed of the Month. £1:30 pp plus £1:30 transport.
Scrabble Group. 2- 4 pm. £1:30 per person.
Thursday- Second Scrabble Group 10 am - 12 pm. £1:30 per person. Chess Group. 1 pm-3:30pm. £1:30 each.
Art Group 2- 4 pm. £1:30 per person.
Friday - Bridge Group 10:30 am. £1:30 per person. Handicraft Group 2 - 4 pm. £1:30 per person.

New Brixham Town Council Website
From the beginning of October Brixham Town Council will have its own
website. It planned to post all the back
issues of the Brixham Signal online.
At present there is minimal information
available as it is not fully developed yet
but it is intended that all meeting information will be posted on line here from
November onwards. It will take a while
to get all of this back information posted on line so please bear with us as this
work is undertaken in the coming
months. All new and updated information will be posted on a regular basis
and with more ease than has been possible in the past. The website URL is
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
A feature that all groups will be able to
use is the Events Calendar where you
can post all your local events for the
community no matter how close to the
date of the event it might be and this
will be viewable by everyone The website will also have pages for community
groups and links to other Brixham sites,

making it the place to go for all things Brixham. The site will be managed in house and so can be updated much more efficiently than previously, giving a much more up to date information point for all.
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Harry Flockhart
CARPENTER & JOINER
City & Guilds Qualified with over
25 Years Experience










Doors & Locks
Loft Conversions
Wardrobes
Staircases
Kitchens
uPVC Fascia & Guttering
Flooring & Decking
Fencing
Fire Doors

FREE ESTIMATES – NO JOB TOO SMALL
Contact Harry on:
01803 844797 or Mobile: 07527 287603
harryflockhart@rocketmail.com
www.harryflockhart-torbay.co.uk
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Brixham Town Council Meeting Dates
Full Council (Venue may be subject to alteration)

7pm, @ The Function Room, Brixham Town Hall

16.10.14

15.01.15

27.11.14

05.03.15

Finance and General Purpose Committee
01.10.14

7pm, Furzeham Meeting Room, Brixham Town
Hall
29.10.14

03.12.14

07.01.15

Planning Committee
27.10.14

7pm, Furzeham Meeting Room, Brixham Town
Hall
05.01.15

24.11.14

26.01.15

Community Services Committee

7pm, Furzeham Meeting Room, Brixham Town
Hall
14.11.14

13.10.14
Evaluation Committee

7pm, Furzeham Meeting Room, Brixham Town
Hall
13.11.14

02.10.14

NB. Meetings are subject to change please check the Town Council notice board and social network sites
for up to date information.

Brixham Town Councillors
Paul Addison. 68a Pillar Avenue, TQ5 8LB

850779

pauladdison2@tiscali.co.uk

Lynne Armstrong. Carina, Higher Furzeham
Rd, TQ5 8QP

882202

lynnera@aol.com

Rosemary Clarke. 2 Oxford Lane, TQ5 8PP

855766

clarke1959ra@gmail.com

Ray Gardner. 1 Berry Head Cottages, Berry
Head Rd, TQ5 9AL

851229

gardner9al@btinternet.com

Brian Harland. 10 Langley Avenue, TQ5 9JF

882184

bjh20@tiscali.co.uk

Lindsay Harrison. 24 Washbourne Close, TQ5
9TQ

850574

MalcLinH@aol.com

Martyn Hodge. 3 Gillard Road, TQ5 9EG

07932 620999 martyn.hodge3@torbay.gov.uk

Matthew James. Top floor flat,53A Hyde Rd,
Paignton TQ4 5BP

07854 058319 matthew.james@torbay.gov.uk

Chris Lomas. Mount Hse, Mount Rd, TQ5 9SA 854191

fclomas@hotmail.co.uk

Mike Morey. 17 Bella Vista Rd, TQ5 8BQ

853316

mike.morey@torbay.gov.uk

Jackie Stockman. Winsome, Higher Furzeham
Rd TQ5 8QP

851255

jackie.stockman@torbay.gov.uk

Jessica Stock. 11 Garrow Close, TQ5 9NN

850304

Jessicastock1968@gmail.com
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South Devon Players

PROPERTY REPAIRS

D.M.EDWARDS EST 1984
Local trader established for over 30 years, trusted and
reliable. Call now with confidence.
Specialising in:
Gutter/facia replacement, maintenance and cleaning. Moss
removal from roofs. Joinery. Glazing. Tiling. Decorating.
Roofing repairs and cement work.
Holiday home maintenance a speciality.
No job too small  no call out charge  NO VAT
Tip the scales in your favour choose a reputable trader.

We are a successful Brixham-based amateur theatre
company founded in 2005, specializing in period drama, and featured on national TV, and in the Broadway
News, are seeking backstage volunteers to help with our
bigger and bigger shows. Our cast used to join in and
help but it is now something we need to find dedicated
helpers for. So if you are creative, reliable, and want to
be involved in this dynamic, enthusiastic theatre group,
then we would love to hear from you, (new performers
are always welcome too!)
We are especially currently seeking people to take on
these dedicated roles: stage manager, sound / lighting
technician, set builder, prompt. Perks of these jobs include making new friends, networking and having access to information about developing a career in theatre.
We often are told about opportunities around Devon and
always pass them on to our members. There‘s free teas
and coffees at all rehearsals and shows, video clips or
photos if you want to promote your work, and, after
your first successful show run with us, a good reference
if you are looking for employment. We rehearse on
Wednesday evenings and Sunday
afternoons, at Higher Brixham
Community Centre. Phone us for
a chat on 07855 090589, or email
southdevonplayers@gmail.com,
and if you would like to read more
about us, our website is http://
www.southdevonplayers.com

CALL DAVE EDWARDS 07713 636251

Furzeham Green
New members always welcome
First year’s membership free
Phone Mike on 01803 858742
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Brixham Honorary WWII Historian

Brixham Town Council Grants
Each year Brixham Town Council allocates a grant
budget and over the past seven years has awarded community groups in Brixham the grand total of £174,108.
Supporting groups such as the Admiral Swimming centre to the Brixham Food Bank. To date, since 1st April
the Town Council has awarded the following groups to
fund their projects, events and community work:

On 21.07.14 the Community Services Committee considered a request to appoint a Town Military Historian.
The proposal was discussed and it was resolved to appoint Mr R Robinson as ‗Honorary Military WW2 Historian for Brixham‘ (Minute number 14055) and the
decision was taken to Full Council on 24.07.14.
At the Town Council meeting of 24.07.14 it was
agreed to ratify this decision and duly Mr Robinson
was the ‗Honorary Military WW2 Historian for Brixham‘ (Minute number 1502)
The Town Clerk informed Mr Robinson of the Town
Council‘s decision in early August and formally notified him of the decision that he was appointed to what
is probably a unique position in the UK, that of the
Honorary Military WW2 Historian for a town. In this
role it is intended that Mr Robinson, who also lectures
on the topic, will further the knowledge of visitors and
residents alike regarding the role that Brixham played
in the war and in some of the most famous and notorious military exercises carried out during the war. Mr
Robinson has had a T shirt printed that invites people
to ask him about the WW II history of the town. So if
you see him around the town, don‘t be afraid to stop
and ask him about the Second World War. Mr Robinson has also written articles on this period of history
for publication in the Town Council‘s newsletter, The
Brixham Signal, which will see the truth published
about the losses in operation Tiger. The first instalment
– Planning for D Day is published here.

Group

Amount

Brixham Pirate Festival 2014

£2,000.00

Brixham Fair Trade Working Group

£250.00

All Saints Church

£250.00

Pride in Brixham

£2,000.00

BATS (Brixham Arts and Theatre
Society)
St Mary‘s Square WW1 commemorative tree

£1,980.00
£500.00

Young Brixham

£2,000.00

YES (Youth Enquiry Service)

£3,000.00

YODO (You only die once)

£200.00

Total

£12,180.00

and bullets.

Planning for D Day 6th June
Allied Planners had by early 1944 decided the size of the
force to be used on D Day and the five landing beaches,
stretching 40 miles along the coast of Normandy were a
code named UTAH, OMAHA (both US), SWORD (UK),
JUNO (Canadian) and GOLD (UK).
As the U.S equipment and supply system was different
from the British and the Canadians system all training was
done separately to avoid mix up and confusion. All U.S
Forces trained in the S.W particularly Devon. Of these only
the 1st U.S Infantry Division had any battle experience as
the others were all recent recruits who had just completed
Basic training.
Areas of Devon used for U.S Forces training were
Woolacombe on the N Devon Coast that had an Assault
training Centre, but the population stayed. Slapton Sands in
S Devon had its 3000 residents ordered out of six parishes
(about 25 sq miles) to create a Battle Training Centre and
an amphibious training H.Q in Plymouth Naval Docks. All
training used ‗LIVE FIRE‘ - ammunition, bombs, shells
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All ‗foot soldiers‘ (infantry) spent three weeks at
Woolacombe practicing beach landings from small
landing craft (known as Higgins boats) from which
they fell in behind Sherman D.D Tanks that protected
them from enemy fire as they advanced up the beach.
The amphibious Training Centre organised seven
large scale exercises starting from Plymouth and ending in a landing at Slapton Sands, convoys were protected by two ships of the Royal Navy. The first five
exercises took place without incident.
The sixth exercise, ‗TIGER‘, was a full dress rehearsal by the U.S 4th Infantry Division for UTAH beach
from the 26th – 29th April 1944. This total disaster left
30 dead from ‗friendly fire‘ in the first convoy (T1)
and 749 dead from German ‗E‘ boats in the second
convoy (T4) off Portland, Dorset. T4 never reached
its destination -Slapton Sands.
CAPT (RETD) J.R (Robbie) Robinson. Royal Army
Educational Corps (1949 – 1972)
Brixham Honarary WWII Military Historian.
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Pride in Brixham

Rev. H Lyte Commemorative bench

A couple of years ago I was fortunate enough to fulfil a
long-time wish of attending the Royal Albert Hall November Remembrance Service. The following morning
we watched the parade to and from the Cenotaph.

When you next visit Greenswood Road entrance to
Brixham Hospital (out patients) you will see that recently a handsome wooden bench has been placed in a
peaceful green space under the tree. It bears 2 plaques
– firstly for the dedicated everlasting memory of Rev.
Henry Francis Lyte Vicar of All Saints Church (1824
– 1847) who wrote the beloved immortal and popular
hymn – ‗Abide with me‘ which is sung frequently locally, and at worldwide events!

Afterwards walking towards St.Margarets church we
were absolutely amazed to see the whole of the grass areas around the church full of hundreds and hundreds of
little wooden remembrance poppy crosses. The grass areas were divided for each unit of the Armed Forces, and
the crosses had been placed, each bearing a personal
message in the chosen area. It was such a moving weekend, which we were very proud to be part of.

The second plaque names proudly the fund raisers
‗The Brixham Hospital League of Friends‘ and public
subscription from the ‗Port of Brixham Trawler Race‘
charity donations. Personally, I found that a bench seat
was sorely missing in this lovely area of greenery for
the use of all. At 87+ years old, I needed because of
the steep access, a necessary breather to relax for a
few minutes. Now hospital visitors can avail themselves of this very welcomed seating – and on this behalf and the Brixham Community may I offer genuine
grateful thanks – to all the persons who made this request happen, by generously providing funds for this
public gesture that can be enjoyed and shared by all.

On returning home to Brixham, I visited our Cenotaph at
Berryhead Road, and there I saw a number of these little
crosses, sadly laid on the ground. Wondering if we could
provide a better way to display these crosses, I sought
out possibilities. Tor 2 offered us two rectangular planters, which are now with the 2 smaller ones at the Cenotaph. For the summer they were planted up with bedding
plants, but when the flowers are over and the planters
cleared ready for the winter bulbs, we intend to grass turf
the two big ones to create mini ‗fields‘ for the crosses to
be displayed in a more dignified way. PLEASE, in November, when you see the poppy sellers, also look in the
tray for the little wooden poppy crosses. We all have descendant family members who fought and may have lost
their lives in wartime, so write your personal message on
the little cross and place it with Pride in the mini ‗fields‘
of remembrance.
Where ever I go I compare other places with Brixham,
My latest observation is ‗A‘ boards. I realised that the
narrow streets in Cornwall, some without pavements,
had NO ‗A‘ boards. It was nice to be able to wander
with ease, and walk close to the shops to browse in the
windows, instead of being forced to walk down the middle of the street to avoid numerous ‗A‘ boards, which is
the case in Brixham. (20 ‗A‘ boards I counted recently in
Fore St.) are they necessary ? I was really pleased to see
that numerous ‗A‘ boards have disappeared from the
Brixham Harbour Areas, meaning people can view the
shops and not watch out for obstacles so much.
Mary Thompson, PRIDE IN BRIXHAM volunteers

Brixham Remembers
Prior to the remembrance events to be held this November the plaques on the benches beside the war memorial
are being replaced by Brixham Town Council. The
wording on the plaques, as engraved, reads as follows:
In grateful remembrance of our
HEROIC FALLEN CITIZENS
Who sacrificed their lives in the
GREAT WAR 1914 –1919
THEIR NAMES LIVETH FOREVER MORE.

A special mention goes to the Chairman of Brixham
Hospital League of Friends, Peter Day, and Secretary
Pam Evans on behalf of the Port of Brixham Trawler
Race Association for their co-operation and willingness in the installing of this ―Memorial Bench
Seat‖ (Joan Robeson-Bailey) Known as Mrs ‘B’

Christmas Together
Do you know anyone who is likely to be alone for
Christmas? Last year, we successfully hosted
―Christmas at the Edge‖. Many of you came to have
lunch with us and enjoy company and entertainments.
It is open to local people who would otherwise be
alone. We are hosting Christmas lunch at 12 o‘clock,
followed by an afternoon of entertainment. We‘re calling it ―Christmas together‖. Though it is up a few
steps, we willingly help people up and down. Contact
us if you are interested in coming as a lunch guest.
Places are limited and offered on a first come, first
served basis, so contact us as soon as you can to be
sure of a place.
We are also looking for a team of people who would
otherwise be alone on the day, to volunteer: helping
with the meal, entertainment and access. If you would
like to volunteer or get more information contact Gary
on 883794.
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Public Flood Drop-in event

Thursday 23 October from 1430-1900

Scala Hall (Brixham Town Hall)

1. To discuss any flooding issues you have with the Environment Agency, Torbay Council or South West Water
2. To find out more about the flood risk in Brixham
3. To get involved with helping Brixham become more resilient to flooding
4. To find out more about a Community Flood Plan
Within Brixham there have been quite a number of major flood events over the years including the floods of
August 2004 when heavy rainfall caused the Higher Brixham Watercourse to flood 15 properties & October
1993 when a flash flood resulted in a 2 foot wall of water & 13 properties were flooded. As well as being at risk
from coastal flooding Brixham is also at risk of flooding from watercourses, surface water runoff & from combined sewers overflowing. Brixham is a location that could be affected by flash flooding.
Key to the successful management of flood risk is raising awareness within the community and the development
of a Community Flood Response Plan for Brixham. Brixham Town Council, Torbay Council and the Environment Agency are looking for volunteers who are interested in helping the residents and businesses of Brixham
become more resilient to flooding and want to help develop a plan that outlines how the community will respond when flooding happens. A community plan will outline actions that can be taken before, during and after
a flood to minimise the impact that the flooding causes. It will also set out triggers for activating the plan and
how messages will be cascaded through the community.
A public drop-in event has been organised for Thursday 23rd October from 2.30 to 7pm at the Scala Hall
(Brixham Town Hall) to offer people a chance to discuss any flooding issues with the Environment Agency,
Torbay Council or South West Water. The event will also offer people an opportunity to volunteer to help develop a community flood plan for Brixham.

Can you help Brixham become more resilient to Flooding?

Brixham Remembers
In the week leading up to Sunday 9th November
shops in the town will be dressing their windows to
the theme ‗Remembrance‘. A trophy is to be given to
the best dressed as voted for by members of the public
attending the Royal British Legion coffee morning on the 8th
November. The parade from the
war memorial on Sunday 9th will
feature guides, Brownies, Scouts,
Cubs, Cadets and other young
people bearing the names of
those of Brixham‘s fallen in
WW1 who are commemorated on
the war memorial.

Email info@ richardbarnes-electrician.co.uk

Brixham, Paignton, Torquay
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DAVIDS FISH & CHIPS
64 Bolton Street, Brixham TQ5 9DH

Telephone: 855771 (If calling from a withheld number, please dial ‗1470‘ first to unblock
your number)

Now available - Fish & Chip Boxes
WHY NOT HAVE YOUR FISH & CHIPS PLACED INTO ONE OF OUR
NEW FISH & CHIPS BOXES? THIS WILL HELP TO KEEP BOTH THE
CHIPS AND BATTER MORE CRISP. Please ask when placing your order.
NOVEMBER OFFER: Any PUKKA Pie, Chips, Peas or Curry Sauce £4.25
DECEMBER OFFER: Wholetail Scampi (7 pieces) Chips & Tartare Sauce dip
£3.99
Why not become our ‘friend’ on Facebook to receive the latest Special Offers and News

WE LOOK FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU SOON!!!
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