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Brixham Town Council 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Brixham Town Council 

held at Brixham Town Hall on 02nd November 2022 at 6.00pm  
 

Present Cllrs R Haddock (C), J Regan (VC), P Addison, R Haddock, W Okurut, O 
Swain, M Roseveare, and C Simmonds. 
 

In 
attendance 
 

Ross Green, Deputy Town Clerk and three members of the public. 

Welcome 
 

Councillor Haddock opened the meeting. 
 

Public 
Participation 

None. 

 

22134  Apologies for absence through the Clerk. 
Apologies from Councillors Gray and Blackmore. 
 
The clerk received apologies retrospectively from Councillor Laurie. 
 

22135  To confirm and sign the minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 
the 12th October 2022. 
The minutes of the meeting held on the 12th October 2022 were resolved 
and signed as a correct record. 
 

22136  Declarations of Interest 
None. 
 

22137  Brixham Railway Heritage Trail 
Apologies received from Brixham Railway Heritage Trail.  
 
It was resolved to defer the item. 
 

22138  Police  
Cllr Addison updated Full Council on the current policing issues, namely Fore 
Street. Councillors were advised that three separate incidents of vehicles 
using Fore Street have been observed and the Brixham Police station have 
been informed and provided with the following evidence: 
 

1. Photo evidence of one incident. The vehicle had a near miss with hour 
pedestrians when driving through a red light at speed.  

2. Video evidence taken by Cllr Haddock of a second incident which 
caught a vehicle driving out at the top of Fore Street closely followed 
by a Police car followed shortly after that by another vehicle.  

 

22139  Fore Street (Report 46-20220 
Councillors were advised that the Town Council has the General Power of 
Competence, which is also known as the power of last resort. It allows the 
Town Council to do anything an individual can do. However, as an individual 
cannot issue fines, it means the Town Council cannot issue fines. However, 
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Section 31 of the Local Government and Rating Act 1997 permits a local 
council, in order to prevent crime or detect crime, to: 
 

• Install and maintain any equipment; 

• Establish and maintain any scheme; or 

• Assist others to install and maintain any equipment or to establish and 
maintain any scheme 

 
Equipment could include: 

• Security to lighting; 

• Alarms; 

• Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) and 

• CCTV 
 
This means the Town Council could install an ANPR or CCTV system. 
However, will not have the power to enforce but could issue regular reports 
to Torbay Council with evidence on the number of vehicles ignoring the road 
signs. 
 
It was resolved to request that officers continue investigating the Town 
Councils options via S31 of the Local Government and Rating Act 1997 with 
Torbay Council. 
 

22140  Partial closure of the A3022 – Brixham Road (Report 45-2022) 
The Deputy Town Clerk advised he attended a meeting regarding the closure 
of Brixham Road with Cllr Haddock at the EPIC in Paignton on Monday 24th 
October.  
 
Deeley Freed presented an overview of the proposed highways works and a 
breakdown of the phases: 
 
Phase one: off-highway roundabout works which have already started.  
Phase two: on-highway works will be undertaken to finish the roundabout, 
levelling of Brixham Road, southern crossing and S104 drainage works on 
the highway 
Phase three: Long Road Junction and Windy Corner works 
 
The Town Council raised its concerns about the impact any partial road 
closure will have on Brixham and that whilst there are provisions for ‘opening 
up’ Brixham Road to emergency vehicles should Dartmouth Road be closed, 
there are no such alternative for residents or businesses. It was noted that 
there was no engagement with the community, no traffic modelling to 
understand the impact of the partial road closure, and insufficient information 
to show all mitigations had been considered to reduce the impact. 
 
The Deputy Town Clerk advised that contact had been made with 
businesses and schools to gather their feedback and this information will be 
shared with Torbay Council and the developers. The main concerns raised in 
the feedback is: 

• The Fishing Industry would be impacted by potential delays to fuel 
supplies, overland fish transported to Brixham, buyers transporting 
fish out of Brixham, and export of fish to international markets. These 
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delays could lead to losses in employment and consequences to 
many associated businesses. 

• A high proportion of students travel to Brixham College and Churston 
Grammar, any delays risk students and staff being late. The time 
window of the proposed closure collides with the run into 
examinations.  

 
It was resolved to write a letter to Anthony Mangnall with the Town Councils 
concerns on the impact a road closure will have on Brixham. 
 

22141  Primary Care 
Councillors noted the response to the Town Council’s questions and heard 
an update on the Brixham Primary Care Unit. 
 
Councillors requested that NHS Devon be invited to a future Full Council 
meeting to discuss Primary Care in Brixham.  
 

22142  Civility and respect pledge (Report 44-2022) 
It was resolved to: 

a) Sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge 
b) Instruct the Town Clerk to sign up 

 

22143  Committee Reports 
 
Finance and General Purposes 
There was no update to share since the previous Full Council meeting. 
 
Planning and Regeneration 
Cllr Roseveare advised that the committee discussed the partial closure of 
the A3022 – Brixham Road which has fed into the discussions today.  
 
Community and Environment 
Cllr Addison advised there has been no meeting since the previous Full 
Council meeting and therefore no updates to share. 
 
Cllr Haddock advised that Torbay Council have gifted the Town Council 
£5,000 to support additional Christmas Lights and seasonal activity in the 
town. 
 

22144  Outside Body Reports 
 
Community Partnership 
Cllr Addison reported that at the last Partnership Steering Group the BCP 
constitution was reviewed, the proposed partial road closure of A3022 was 
discussed and the introduction of the new Banking Hub to Brixham. 
 
Brixham Futures 
Cllr Regan advised that there are currently conversation taking place about 
events for the Coronation next year. 
 
The Deputy Town Clerk advised that £3,000 has been allocated to support 
events planned by Brixham Futures, however councillors do not want to fund 
the printed materials as they have concerns about the waste it produces and 
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the expenditure. The Town Council can support an alternative option by 
printing the programme in the Signal as a pull out. 
 
Brixham Town Council would request a breakdown of the how the funding 
would be spent and have asked it supports activities and events that are in 
keeping with King Charles’ noted history, namely his work with young people 
and the environment. It is felt that any event should be in keeping with 
reports suggesting the Coronation will be a low-key event.  
 
Brixham In Bloom 
Cllr Regan advised that Brixham In Bloom held their celebration event on 
Tuesday 25th October and it was a fantastic evening. The Scala Hall was 
decorated with fairy lights, table decorations and an autumn flower display. 
The Town Council supported the event by providing the Scala Hall, floral 
cakes, and refreshments. Brixham for the second year running has won a 
Gold Award.  
 
Cllr Leech advised that the feedback from the event has reinforced for those 
taking part that the Town Council are fully supportive of the community and 
the event. 
 
DALC 
The Deputy Town Clerk and the Town Clerk attended the DALC AGM and 
Annual Conference on 05th October. The highlights from the AGM include: 

• DALC’s 2021/22 Annual Report was presented and DALC Treasurer 
Cllr Ian Cowling presented the 2021/22 Annual Accounts. 

• A new subscription formula was agreed; the minimum fee will rise 
from £50 to £75 in 2023/24 and the formula has been amended to 
ensure there is no cliff edge fee change for smaller and larger councils 

• It was agreed to submit a motion to NALC to request a long service 
medal for councillors at 12 and 20 years which councils could then 
order 

• No nominations were received for the Board of Directors so new 
members will be co-opted by the Board as soon as practicable 

• It was agreed to retain the County Committee as a way to engage with 
DALC’s members on policy issues 

 
Speakers at the Conference included subjects on the devolution deal for 
Devon, Devon’s Housing Crisis and an Integrated Care System for Devon. 
 
The Town Clerk attended two workshops on the subject of: 

• Managing employees; and  

• how to turn your venue and facilities into revenue generating 
businesses 

 
The Deputy Town Clerk attended two workshops on the subject of: 

• Planning and affordable housing 

• The Devon Climate Emergency 
 

22145  Date of next meeting 
The date of the next meeting is scheduled for 14th December 2022 at 6pm. 
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22146  Items for future agenda 
Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to raise items for future 
agendas, giving details of why the Council should consider the item.  
 

1. Festoon Lighting (Cllr Regan) 
2. Sustrans – Cycle path update (Cllr Leech) 

 

22147  Exclusion of Public and Press 
It was resolved to exclude the press and public due to the nature of the 
discussions about to take place. 
 

  
The meeting closed at 19:46 

 
 

Chairperson …………………………………………..     Date…………………. 


