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Brixham Banking Hub 

Following the closure of Lloyds Bank in September 
2021, and the previous bank closures of Barclays, 
Santander, HSBC and NatWest, Brixham was left 
without a bank in the town. Through hard work and 
collaboration between many agencies including    
Anthony Mangnall MP, Brixham Town Council, and 
Access to Cash Action Group, we finally saw the 
grand opening of our very own banking hub in      
November.  

The banking hub is located within the old Lloyds 
Bank building in Fore Street and offers a variety of 
banking features based on the Brixham community 
preferences compiled from the survey commissioned 
earlier on last year. 

Some of the finding included; 

1. TOP 4 HUB SERVICES  - Withdraw cash,    
Deposit cash, Pay in cheques, Manage a          
transaction  

2. COMMUNITY BANKER: 90% of respondents thought that the Community Banker was a good 
idea for the hub. 82% thought it was sufficient for the representative from their bank to visit 
once a week.  

3. VIDEO BANKING FACILITIES: 63% of respondents would be happy to use video banking  
facilities; however 60% of them would require a private space to chat virtually to an adviser.  

4. IMPORTANT QUALITIES IN A HUB: The 5 most important qualities were: Quick & easy to 
use, trusted people delivering the service; friendly and supportive environment; located in  
central Brixham; being able to pop in without an appointment. 

5. FACE TO FACE ADVICE: 73% would consider using the service to get advice for money    
issues. 

The Banking Hub is open Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm. Phone 01803 473164  

COMMUNITY BANKER DAYS - Community bankers will be visiting the Banking Hub as follows; 

BANK DAY 

BARCLAYS MONDAY 

NATWEST TUESDAY 

LLOYDS WEDNESDAY 

NATIONWIDE THURSDAY 1/2 DAY 

AM 

SANTANDER THURSDAY 1/2 DAY 

PM 

BARCLAYS FRIDAY 
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The National Grid has warned us of an energy crisis and this could mean blackouts in the UK this 
winter. Whilst we all hope that this is unlikely to happen, there are some things that we can do to 
help prepare, just in case. 

• Keep torches and spare batteries handy. 

• Keep woolly hats, gloves and blankets in a handy place. 

• Write down any emergency contacts, just in case your phone runs out of charge. Whilst you   
may not need to contact them because of the blackout, its worth keeping it handy if there’s a    
problem. 

• Do you have fish or reptiles, for example, that need oxygen or additional heat? Speak to your 
local supplier to find out what to do to help their survival. 

• Will your stair lift work without power? Check that you have a handle to enable you to return to 
the ground floor. 

• If a blackout does happen: 

• Keep your fridge and freezer closed – the food should keep for a few hours if you can avoid 
opening it. 

• And don’t forget to check on your elderly neighbours. 

• Have you heard of the Priority Services Register? Does your household include:  

• A pregnant women or children under five 

• Someone 

  * on medical equipment 

  * on refrigerated medicines 

  * with a serious illness or disability 

  * living with dementia 

• A pensioner; or 

• Someone who has mental health difficulties 

Then your household could be eligible to qualify for the Priority Services Register.  If you think your 
household should be added to the register, you will need to contact your energy supplier.   

To find out more information, please visit  

www.ofgem.gov.uk/get-help-your-supplier-priority-services-register 

Energy Crisis 

His Majesty King Charles III - Coronation 

As we all know, Buckingham Palace has announced that the Coronation of His 
Majesty The King will take place on Saturday 6

th
 May 2023. The Ceremony will 

take place at Westminster Abbey,  London as well as being televised                
internationally. But that’s not enough for Brixham as the events don’t stop 
there! Brixham Future are pulling together a list of events taking place in Brixham. And this is where 
you come in. Is your   community group planning something? Brixham Future are keen to hear what 
you are planning to ensure that your event is included in their programme of events.  
 
Working with Brixham Town Council, there will be a new page on the Town Council’s website     
dedicated to the Coronation, launching in the new year. You will find all the information you need to 
know including dates, times and locations for each event. In addition, there will be a special four 
page pull out in the April issue of the Brixham Signal so don’t worry if you are not on the internet!  
To register your community group’s event in the programme, please contact John Brennan on 
phone 01803 852270 or email john.brennan@brixhamfuture.co.uk 

 

https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/get-help-your-supplier-priority-services-register
mailto:john.brennan@brixhamfuture.co.uk
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Brixham Town Hall has a variety of offices, meeting rooms, function rooms and the Scala available 

to hire. Set in an enviable location the Town Hall is just a short walk from Fore Street, Market 

Street, the central car park, bus station and the harbour and quay. Most of the facilities can be 

hired at an hourly rate and reductions are given to Charities, Community Groups and Youth 

Groups. In 2022 the Town Hall has seen a variety of hirers using our facilities for; 

* Art Exhibitions * Horticultural Shows * Children's Birthday Parties * Jubilee Celebrations * Pirate 

Festival * Live Music * Record Fair *  Tai-Chi * Dance Lessons * Keep Fit Classes * Table Top 

Market & Café *  Public Meeting * Training and many more 

Current availability includes; 

Hot-desking at £10.00 per day,  Offices (on short to mid term lease) from £236.00 per month incl. 

Conference Room hire from £12.00 per hour 

Function Room hire from £15.00 per hour 

Scala Hall hire from £15.00 per hour (Youth Groups £10.00 per hour) 

If you would like more information on the current availability of facilities at the Town Hall, or to    

arrange a visit to view the offices and rooms to check on their suitability, please call 01803 859678 

or email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk. 

 

Town Hall Programme of Events 

Did you know we have groups, individuals and organisations holding daily events in the Town Hall? 

Brixham Theatre have a full programme of shows and films, full details can be found at 
www.brixhamtheatre.co.uk/whats-on-at-brixham-theatre 

Facilities For Hire 

MONDAY 10am -11am TAI CHI 

6pm - 7pm BOLLYWOOD BRIXHAM DANCE CLASS 

TUESDAY 10am -11am YOGA / KEEP FIT 

10am -12noon KNIT & NATTER 

1:30pm - 3:30pm BINGO 

WEDNESDAY 10am - YOGA / KEEP FIT 

10am -12noon KNIT TOGETHER 

1pm - 3pm LADIES GROUP 

6pm - 7pm YOGA / KEEP FIT 

THURSDAY 10am -12noon COLOUR & CHAT 

1:30pm - 3:30pm ART 

7pm - 8pm YOGA / KEEP FIT 

FRIDAY 10am -12 noon BRIDGE 

1:15pm - 3:15pm HANDICRAFT 
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Another busy year has passed with the finale of our spectacular, and very wet, 
Lanterns, Lights and ‘luminations and of course we mustn’t forget about the grand 
opening of the Brixham Banking Hub. It has been a long road to get to where we are 
and we encourage you all to use the Banking Hub. With yet more announcements of 
bank branch closures in December, Brixham is very much ahead of what will soon 
recognise as the “norm” to accessing our banking needs. Please see page two for 
more information. 

This year is our election year and I can’t help but think about the surreal term our Councillors have 
endured. Little did they know that within 10 months of being elected to the Town Council, they 
would have to face an unprecedented and challenging time. The challenges we faced as 
professional people and as residents saw us reaching deep inside for the strength and power to 
make this work. Along the way we have seen some resignations, but Brixham Town Council is not 
alone in seeing such a large number of resignations during this term and we are privileged that 
each time we advertised a co-option vacancy, we have found keen and supportive residents 
standing for those vacancies. I am grateful to have worked with all of the Councillors that were 
elected in 2019 and those that joined us during the term as co-opted members. Every single one of 
them has brought fresh and renewed energy and ideas, supporting Officers to ensure that the Town 
Council succeeds in its vision and values for the community.  As we move to a new election year, 
the Council’s draft Strategy plan is out for consultation, revisiting the vision and values ensuring that 
they still meet with the Town and the Community’s needs, so please take the time to take 
part. Further details can be found on page 7. 

Do you think you have what it takes to be a Town Councillor? The answer is yes if you can act as 
an ambassador for your community, listen to the communities concerns and convey these at 
Council meetings. There are, of course, certain criteria that you must fulfil in order to stand as a 
Councillor and with the help of Torbay Council, we will be publishing all of this information in due 
course.  Please keep an eye on our social media and website platforms where we will circulate all 
the information. We will also be holding a meet and greet event on 25

th
 January at 6pm in the Town 

Hall. If you are interested in standing as a Town Councillor why not come along and meet Officers 
and existing Councillors, over a cup of tea or coffee, and learn more about what the Town Council 
does? If you can’t make this date, don’t worry. We are working with Brixham Community 
Partnership and hope to run another event so please do keep an eye on our social media and 
website platforms for up to date information. I will also be on hand at our Indoor Market on 11

th
 

February between 10am and 2pm in the Scala at Brixham Town Hall. 

Councillor Richard Haddock - Chairperson of Brixham Town Council 

Well what a busy 3 months it’s been since I last wrote in the October issue. One of 
the many engagements I attended was from the RNLI to the dedication of the     
Torquay lifeboat in Brixham. Due to the pandemic it was the first time this has been 
held for 3 years. It was my honour to be there and meet and see so many people 
and a jovial lifeboat crew! 

Probably one of the biggest events for Brixham Town Council was the sad passing of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, after a reign of 70 years. In my capacity as Chair I represented the Council at 
several moving services and memorials. The Town Clerk and I sent a letter of condolence to His 
Majesty King Charles III and his family on behalf of the Council and Brixham residents. The Council 
received a letter from Buckingham Palace thanking us and the residents of Brixham for the well 
wishes sent to his family. We opened a book of condolence in the Scala at the Town Hall for the 
mourning period which was overseen by Council officers, Councillors including myself and some 
very kind volunteers from Brixham Theatre, Brixham Rotary and the Soroptomists. 

We have now started on the budget for 2023/24 and in the knowledge of the cost of living crisis   
affecting families and businesses we are working very hard to ensure we do not cut our services 
and continue to expand, delivering our promises to keep Brixham beautiful for our residents and 
many visitors, whilst balancing the financial needs of our residents 

 

Mrs Tracy Hallett - Town Clerk 
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Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers 

Schedule of Council Meetings 

All meetings are held in the Function Room on the ground floor of the Town Hall, New Road,      

Brixham, TQ5 8TA. The doors will be open to the public from 5:45pm and close at 6:15pm. 

Presently the meetings are hybrid with members of the public able to attend via ZOOM. The links for 

each meeting are published on the agendas. All agendas, minutes, reports and relating documents 

can be viewed via the Town Council’s website, www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk. You are also able 

to attend in person. If you would like to attend any of the above meetings in person then please call 

01803 859678 beforehand. Meetings are subject to change. 

 BRIXHAM TOWN 

COUNCIL 

PLANNING &           

REGENERATION 

F&GP COMMITTEE COMMUNITY &         

ENVIRONMENT    

11th JANUARY 2023 9th JANUARY 2023 18th JANUARY 2023 16th JANUARY 2023 

8th FEBRUARY 2023 6th FEBRUARY 2023 15th FEBRUARY 2023 N/A 

8th MARCH 2023 6th MARCH 2023 15th MARCH 2023 20th MARCH 2023 

12th APRIL 2023 3rd APRIL 2023 19th APRIL 2023 N/A 

Indoor Markets - Scala Hall 

Our Christmas market on the 26th November was a great success with 30 stalls offering a large   

selection of hand made crafts and products that made perfect Christmas gifts! The next market is 

planned for 11th February 2023, 10am until 2pm. If you would like to reserve a stall (£10 per table, 

maximum of 2  tables per seller) call 01803 859678 or email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk. 

Keep checking our website, www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk, notice boards and social media pages 

for up to date information. 
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Brixham Town Council Strategy Plan 2023-2027 

Strategic plans are vital documents that help set the way forward for an organisation. They must be 
documents that grow and are shaped by all stakeholders.  Brixham Town Council’s strategy plan 
will run from 2023 – 2027 and supersedes the expired 2016-2019 Strategy Plan and 2020        
Community Recovery Plan. 

The Council’s Vision 
·         To be a proactive Council, creating effective collaborative working with key stakeholders 
·         To improve the quality of town life for present and future generations 
·         To improve the visual appearance for locals and visitors 
 
The Council’s Values 
·         To conduct its business with integrity, impartiality and transparency 
·         To be a listening Council that treats all views with courtesy and respect 
·         To engage with all residents and be an advocate and campaigning voice for Brixham 
·         To work in partnership with other organisations to improve the      
services and deliver value for money for the community of Brixham 
 
The Town Council's objectives are listed in the survey, and they would like 
to hear your thoughts on this draft strategy by taking part in this survey.  

Please scan the QR code to complete online.  

If you would prefer to complete a paper version they are available from the 
Council Offices on the 1st floor of the Town Hall until the closing date of 
31st January 2023. 

 

Lanterns, Lights & ‘luminations - 2022 

The bad weather forecast 

(again) could not stop        

Novembers event going 

ahead!  

The 40mph winds and rain 

were relentless but apart 

from cancelling the market in 

Middle Street just about   

everything else went ahead 

as normal. There were a plethora of acts singing and entertaining the wet crowds on the stage     

under the Old Fish Market, a singer and children's entertainer were relocated to the Town Hall to  

entertain the kids and visitors to the Christmas Market and stilt-walkers somehow managed to stay 

upright as they paraded around the Town and Harbour! 

Father Christmas made an early appearance         

supporting us to turn on the lights and at 6pm              

everywhere was lit up with this years display          

simultaneously coinciding with a magnificent firework 

display that was set off from the Breakwater. Thank 

you to everyone who braved the storms to come and 

show your support.  

We are already planning this year’s event and have 

everything crossed for better weather! 
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Helpful Contact Numbers 

Emergency Services 999 

Action Fraud 0300 1232040 

Anti Terrorist Hotline 0800 789321 

Crime Stoppers 0800 555111 

Devon and Cornwall Police 101 

Victim Support 0845 3030900 

Devon & Somerset Fire and 
Rescue Service (not 24/7) 

01392 872200 

Healthcare  

MIU (Newton Abbot) 01626 324500 

Compass House Med Centre 01803 855897 

NHS  111 

Mayfield Medical Centre 01803 495400 

Dentist (Emergency Out of Hrs) 0333 063300 

Community Dental Service 01803 217777 

Brixham Dental Practice 01803 853980 

Smiles Ahead 01803 857606 

BUPA Dental Care 01803 858392 

Support  

Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 9177650 

Citizen Advice 03444 111444 

Samaritans 116 123 

NSPCC 0808 8005000 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Torbay Wildlife Rescue Centre 01803 557624 

Torbay Council  

General 01803 201201 

Connections 01803 207201 

Dog Warden 01803 208091 

Brixham Harbour Office 01803 853321 

Highways 01803 207740 

Housing 01803 208723 

SWISCo 01803 701310 

Emergency Out of Hours 01803 550405 

Utilities (Emergency)  

Floodline 0345 9881188 

British Gas 0800 111 999 

South West Water 0344 3462020 

Western Power 0800 6783 
105 

Other  

Brixham Chamber of 
Commerce, email: 
chair@brixhamchamber.co.uk 

 

Brixham Rotary Club: 
rotarybrixham@gmail.com 

07776 365442 

English Riviera Tourist 
Company 

01803 211211 

Torbay Coast and Countryside 
Trust 

01803 520022 

Members of Parliament  

Totnes Constituency 
Anthony Mangnall MP 
Constituency Office 
Conservative Club, Station 
Road, Totnes  TQ9 5HW 

01803 868378 

anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk  

Torbay Constituency 
Kevin Foster MP 
Constituency Office 
5-7 East Street 
Torquay TQ2 5SD  

01803 214989 

kevin.foster.mp@parliament.uk  

Torbay Ward Councillor Contact Details  

Furzeham with Summercombe Ward  

Cllr Vic Ellery 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
vic.ellery@torbay.gov.uk  

01803 854928 

Cllr Mike Morey                             
37a Pillar Avenue,  
Brixham, TQ5 8LF 
mike.morey@torbay.gov.uk  
 
Cllr Jackie Stockman                     
Winsome,  
Higher Furzeham Rd,TQ5 8QP 
jackie.stockman@torbay.gov.uk  

St.Peters with St Marys Ward  

Cllr Celia Brown 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
celia.brown@torbay.gov.uk 

07577 030630 

Cllr Terry Manning 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
terry.manning@torbay.gov.uk 

01803 859427  
or 
07547 831814 

01803 853316 

01803 851255 
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What’s On in Brixham 
Organisation Location Time Contact Details 

Monday                            

Brixham Battery 
Heritage Group 

Battery Gardens 2pm - 4pm 07933 793683 Open Mon, Fri & Sun 
 

Brixham Town Band Brixham College 
Music Dept. 

7.45pm 01803 853539 Practice Session  
Mon & Thurs Online 

Visual Eyes Torbay United Reformed 
Church 

2pm - 4pm 07951 659514 1st Monday of month 

Brixham Table 
Tennis Club 

Brixham Sports 
Centre TQ5 9SN 

7pm-9pm Alan Maynard 
07909 853047 

All ages, all abilities, 
coaching available 

Tai Chi Brixham Town 
Hall 

10am-11am Lisa Kay    
07943 275585 

Scala Hall 

Tai Chi Catholic Church 
Hall 

11am-12noon 
7pm-8pm 

Rita           
01803 858521 

 

Tuesday  

Brixham Blues Club The Burton 
23 Burton Street 

8pm 01803 855256 
Stuart 

2nd Tuesday of 
month 

Sew Crafty Brixham Brixham Rugby 
Club 

2pm - 5pm Alison 07495     
068888 

Entry £3 including 
refreshments 

Yoga Brixham Town 
Hall 

10am -11am Nikki          
07525 735500 

Scala Hall 

Brixham Art Society Please refer to 
the website 

www.brixhamart
society.co.uk 

For details of 
demonstrations 

brixhamartsoc@gmail
.com 

Brixham Harriers 
Running Club 

Meet: Admiral 
Swimming Centre 

6.45pm 01803 850566  

Brixham Harmony Catholic Church 
Hall 

1.30pm - 
3.30pm 

01803 862246  

Brixham Ladies 
Forum 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

10am 01803 854928 Alternative Tuesdays 

Brixham Rotary Club Brixham Cricket 
Club 

6.45pm 07776365442 2nd, 4th & 5th 
Tuesday of month 

Brixham Stroke 
Association 

United Reformed 
Church 

2pm 01803 882269 Alternative Tuesdays 

Community Music The Edge  01803 851414 2nd Tuesday £2. 

Mensheds The Edge 11am - 4pm 01803 883794  

Quay Harmony 
Ladies Choir 

United Reformed 
Church 

7pm - 9pm Kim Wilson 
01803 858181 

07532 762580 

Royal Naval 
Association 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

8pm 01803 859298 1st Tuesday of month 

Serentys Garden 
Development Circles 

Community 
Centre 

7.30pm - 
9.30pm 

01803 857870  

Veteran Seafarers 
Association 

United Reformed 
Church 

2pm Alan 
01803 854990 

 

Slimming World Catholic Church  4:30-7:30pm Kerrie  07505 119326 
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What’s On in Brixham 

Organisation Location Time Contact Details 

Wednesday 

Tripudio Flow Catholic Church 
Hall 

11am - 12noon Nicola        
07783 787369 

 

Yoga Brixham Town 
Hall 

6pm-7pm Nikki           
07525 735500 

Scala Hall, Brixham 
Town Hall 

Brixham Horticultural 
Society 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

2pm 01803 853539 1st Wednesday of 
month. Not January 

Riviera Singers 
Ladies Choir 

Methodist Church 
Hall 

7.00pm - 
9.00pm 

Chris 
01803 883886 

 

Torbay Owls and 
Company 

Galmpton Village 
Institute 

7pm 01803 853453 Last Wednesday of 
month 

Brixham Women’s 
Institute 

Brixham Cricket 
Club 

2.15pm Tina 
01803 854486 

3rd Wednesday of 
month (except Aug) 

Thursday  

Bell Ringing St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm - 9pm Guy on 07764 344694  

Brixham Harriers 
Running Club 

Admiral 
Swimming Centre 

6.45pm 01803 850566  

Brixham Orpheus 
Male Voice Choir   

Methodist Church 
Hall 

7.15pm - 
9.00pm 

Contact David Brown on 01803 445130  

Brixham Probus 
Club 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

9.45am doors 
10.30am start 

Steve Tucker 07585 717525 

Brixham Town Band Brixham College 
Music Dept  

6.30pm Training 
Band 
7.45pm Main 
Band 

Dave Phillips 
01803 853539  

 

Mensheds The Edge 11am - 4pm 01803 883794  

Royal British Legion 
Brixham Branch 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

8pm 2nd Thursday of 
the month 

 

Soroptimists Brixham Rugby 
Club 

7.30pm  1st & 3rd Thursday of 
month (except Aug) 

Friday  

Youth Genesis  Streetbase Youth 
Work Team & 
The Place 

7pm-9pm Michelle 
07909 915267 

Term Time & Youth 
Drop in for 11-18 
years. 

Tai Chi Galmpton Village 
Hall 

10.30am - 
11.30am 

Lisa Kay  

Saturday     

Brixham Rugby 
Cubs 

Brixham C of E 
School Hall 

10am (3-4yrs) 
11am (5-6yrs) 

Bryan 
bryanpitman33@btinternet.com  

To list your event in the Signal, please ensure it is listed on the Events calendar on our  
website www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Furzeham with Summercombe Ward  

Richard Haddock — Chairperson 
C/O Churston Farm Shop, Dartmouth Road,    
Brixham, TQ5 0LL 

07836 584944 
richard.haddock@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Paul Addison 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07812 854765 
paul.addison@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Wendy Okurut 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

wendy.okurut@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Susan Laurie 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07557 802870 
susan.laurie@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Jill Regan — Vice-Chairperson 
3 Poundsgate Close, Brixham, TQ5 9HJ 

07791 151764 
jill.regan@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Michael Roseveare 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

michael.roseveare@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
07982 004531 

David Blackmore  
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

07971 911059 
david.blackmore@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

St. Peter’s with St. Mary’s Ward  

Oliver Swain 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA 

oliver.swain@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Steve Leech 
c/o Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New Road, 
Brixham TQ5 8TA  

07981 265575 
steve.leech@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Anne Massey 
Berry House, 57a Berry Head Road, Brixham TQ5 
9AA  

01803 855256 
anne.massey@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Christopher Simmonds 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

christopher.simmonds@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Carol Gray 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

carol.gray@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Office  

Brixham Town Council Staff 
Mrs Tracy Hallett:       Town Clerk 
Mr Ross Green:          Deputy Town Clerk 
 
Council Offices 
First Floor, Town Hall, New Road,  
Brixham , Devon, TQ5 8TA 
Open to the public: Monday to Friday               
9am - 3pm  
(Note: the office is closed from 12noon - 1pm) 
 

Social Media 
Twitter, Linkedin, Facebook & Instagram 
 
Email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Telephone: 01803 859678  
 
Visit our website for up to date news and         
information 
www.brixhamtowncouncil.co.uk 

Brixham Town Council Contact Details 
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Don’t forget to mention the Signal when contacting our advertisers! 

 

Call our Engineer to book 

the new mobile home 

scooter servicing and 

repairs facility. 

Hassle Free, direct to your 

door, Sales and Advice on 

all mobility products 

available. 

Cavendish Healthcare Ltd  

01803 220378 
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Brixham Veteran Seafarers Group 

Do you enjoy meeting people with a 

shared interest of the sea? It could 

be you are a former fisherman,   

merchant mariner, enjoy messing 

about on boats or simply love to 

watch the sea and would like to 

meet like-minded souls. 

The Brixham Veteran Seafarers 

Group would love you to join their 

weekly group for retired men at the 

United Reformed Church in New 

Road (opposite the Town Hall) on 

Tuesday afternoons at 2pm. We   

enjoy talks, films, and chat about 

Brixham past and present with its 

characters and of course we       

conclude with a cup of tea and some biscuits.  

The group is closely affiliated with the Devon branch of the Fishermen’s Mission and keep in      

regular contact with their Area Officer Helen Lovell and take part in fundraising for the charity that 

supports active and former fishermen and their families.  

If you are interested or would like to know more about the group, please drop in on a meeting, or 

contact Alan Healey 07713 614542. We look forward to seeing you soon. 
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 Brixham Lottery Projects 

 

 Brixham has an unusual lottery. John 

Brennan, Chairperson of Brixham      

Futures CIC, states; 

“It is dedicated to supporting only local 

projects and events. It has funded wall 

murals, floral displays, commemorative 

artworks, and free public events. Just 

walk around Brixham and see where 

the money is spent. We are particularly 

proud that 100% profits raised stays 

local.” 

People often ask what are their    

chances of winning the national lottery? 

According to the National Lottery    
website, the odds are 
 
• Lotto jackpot:                                1 in    45,057,474 
• Euro Millions jackpot:                   1 in  139,838,160 
• Thunderball top prize:                   1 in      8,060,598 
 
To provide fair chances, we don`t sell many tickets as figures 
below show 
 
1

st
 `Spitfire`  flight                   543 tickets sold 

2
nd

 `Spitfire` flight                  517 tickets sold  
Luxury Cruise                          345 tickets sold 
Electric Bike                             331 tickets sold 
 
For information on where you can purchase your lottery card 
contact john.brennan@brixhamfuture.co.uk  

 

In the last three months, Brixham Town 
Council has proudly pledge to support two 
campaigns: 
 

• White Ribbon - this is the UK’s leading 
charity whose mission is to prevent violence 
against women and girls by addressing its 
root causes. www.whiteribbon.org.uk 

 

• Civility and Respect – a project that is being 
introduced across the local council sector.  
By signing the pledge, the Town Council has 
committed to treating everyone from 
Officers and Councillors to partner 
organisations and residents with civility and 
respect. 

https://www.lottery.co.uk/thunderball/odds
https://www.lottery.co.uk/thunderball/odds
mailto:john.brennan@brixhamfuture.co.uk
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Shoalstone Pool 

End of a fishy season at Shoalstone Seawater Pool. 

What a season Shoalstone Seawater Pool in Brixham has had. 2022 will be remembered for the 
wonderful hot summer and a great team of lifeguards.  

Great news - we are now a Registered Charity. Charity status 
means that we can now apply to more funding streams to keep our 
bank balance healthy and enable us to carry out all the ongoing 
maintenance needed to keep the pool open and safe. However, to 
prove that Shoalstone is a much-loved asset to the community we have 
to officially show proof of our support i.e. our Membership. So please, if 
you love the pool as we do, go online and become a Friend of 
Shoalstone Seawater Pool – https://shoalstonepool.com/friends 

We need new Trustees, new members and all the support possible to 
ensure that the pool contributes to many more memorable summers in 
Brixham for locals and visitors alike. 

A whoosh of sprats! September brought another first for us, when a 
shoal of sprats came over the wall on the high tide and filled up the 
pool leaving a 2 foot deep mucky mess of little fish, oil and grit. It was 
all quite alarming and sad, but volunteers rallied to Dave Barter’s      
urgent appeal on Facebook and, within a short while, a team of volunteers aided by the Brixham 
Trawler Agents were in the pool, knee deep in yuk!, shoveling and sweeping.  

As the mess of fish could not just be pushed out into the sea due to environmental instructions, 
crates had to be shovelled and filled, before being barrowed up from the deep end to the level   
bathing area where a trolley provided by Brixham Trawler Agents waited. This trolley then took the 
filled crates to a truck that finally was able to take 2 tons of fishy mess down to an official              
Environmental  Disposal unit. 

Fundraising Heroes. In our time of need we got 
a lot of support from online donations, a      
sponsored swim, Jewsons and a share of funds 
raised at an afternoon garden party and Hog 
Roast disco. 

Now in October, the Operations team has      
discovered that through tidal wear, a section of 
the pool has been undermined. This means that 
it is not safe for swimmers at the moment and 
crucial work needs to be carried out.   

New 125 year Lease  Luckily this month we   
received the news that Torbay Council has 
granted Brixham Town Council 125 years lease 
for the pool.  

This means the pool is safe from any drastic  
legal changes and has been recognised as an 
asset to the Bay. So, with confidence, we can 
continue raising funds for structural maintenance 
projects. 

All in all quite a season!  

For more information see  

www.shoalstonepool.com   

facebook.com/shoalstone;   

or email: info@shoalstonepool.com 

 

https://shoalstonepool.com/friends
http://www.shoalstonepool.com
mailto:info@shoalstonepool.com
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Brixham Gig Rowing Club 

Brixham Gig Club has been established since 2011, and is based in the Gig Shed, which was built 

by club members, situated on the Breakwater slipway. We currently have circa 120 adult members 

and circa 14 juniors. Rowers range in age from under 14 to over 70, with the average adult 

member’s age being over 50. Women members outnumber men. Some members choose to race 

whilst others simply enjoy a social row.  

We currently have five Cornish Pilot Gig boats: two handmade, wooden racing boats and three 

GRP training boats. A new wooden racing Gig is currently under construction by a young, Cornish 

boatbuilder, and should hopefully be completed early next year, and this will replace one of our 

existing wooden Gig’s, which we hope to sell soon. 

Gig racing is one of the fastest growing rowing sports and is overseen by the Cornish Pilot Gig 

Association. Regattas are hosted by rowing clubs throughout the year. Racing is very competitive, 

and races are entered by male, female, and mixed crews. Many of the races are age specific, with 

Veteran races for rowers aged over 40, Super Veteran races for rowers aged over 50 and 

Master’s races for rowers aged over 70. Brixham Gig Club takes part in events held in Dorset, 

Devon, Cornwall, Bristol & London. Crews also take part in the World Championships that take 

place in the Isles of Scilly every year.  

This year was particularly successful for the club, with numerous race wins and 3 outright regatta 

victories. Our junior rowers did particularly well with several race wins and 8 also being selected to 

represent Devon in the County Championships. The club also had the honour of hosting the 

Veterans Championships for the 3
rd

 year, which was attended by 30 clubs, and proved to be a 

great spectacle for those watching from the Breakwater. It also attracted well over 300 people to 

Brixham, many of whom stayed overnight in local accommodation, boosting the local economy. 

Rowing is a fantastic sport, with great physical and mental wellbeing benefits. Rowing Cornish 

Pilot Gigs also keeps a tradition alive, and it is great that so many people want to give it a go, and 

once they do, become hooked. Brixham Gig Club is thriving, and its members are proud to 

represent Brixham across the South West and beyond, particularly as the local community has 

been so supportive. Rowing equipment is expensive to purchase and maintain, and if it were not 

for the support received from Rockfish Restaurants, Brixham Trawler Agents, Maritime 

International Insurance Brokers, the Lewis Trust and the Co-op Community Fund, the club would 

have struggled to get to where it is today. The club is extremely appreciative of this support. 

If you are interested in finding out more, see the club’s website: www.brixhamgigclub.com.  
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The harvest supper this year was held at Home Farm Kitchen 
where the speaker for the evening was the Rev. Simon Bloxham-
Rose. Two members who were waiting on tables decided to liven 
the evening up by wearing saucy pinnies. An evening of song was 
held at the Berry Head Hotel to raise funds for this years charity. 
Entertainment was from The Riviera Singers, Ali and Ian and 
Furzeham School Performing Arts Group. The 9-11 year old's sang 
with great expression and enthusiasm and the evening raised £640. 
 
Soroptimist International of Brixham held its 74th charter lunch at 
the Berry Head Hotel on November 6th. Sixty plus people sat down 
and enjoyed a delicious meal together with representatives from 
several other Soroptimist clubs including 12 from Bilston. Valerie 
Nuttall the new regional President proposed a toast to the Brixham 
club and we were entertained by Brenda Loosemore who gave a 
hilarious talk about her life and experiences in amateur 
entertainment. Finally Margaret Inett, our oldest member who 
transferred to Brixham from Bilston 15 years ago was honoured for her 72 years service to 
Soroptimism. 
 
We filled 50 Christmas shoe boxes for underprivileged children and these were sent to children in 
war torn countries. A quiz was held at the Yacht Club and a most enjoyable evening raised money 
for our 4 Christmas charities, Salvation Army, Lisa’s School, YES and the Admiral Swimming 
Centre. 
 
The Christmas Fair was fun with carols being played on handbells by the Fishtown Ringers and 
entertainment from Jamela Skirts. The money going to our four Christmas charities. 

 
The Santa Run this 
year was raising money 
for the Food Bank and 
is organised  by 
Brixham Soroptimists 
and the Brixham 
Harriers. It is hoped we 
have exceeded last 
years total of £2,200 as 
this is becoming a very 
popular date in the 
Brixham Calendar and 
much fun is has by all. 

Brixham Soroptomists 

 

Brixham Foodbank 
  
OPENING TIMES at 14 Brewery Lane - Monday, Wednesday &      
Friday 2pm until 4pm  

Non-perishable foods & toiletries donation drop-off points; 
Tesco, Compass House Medical Centres, Sainsburys (New Road), 
Costcutters (pillar Avenue), Galmpton Post Office, Brixham Library 
and Brixham Town Council. 

Contact phone number – 07873 164211 
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Brixham Does Care – Your Local Befriending Charity                

Founded in 1978 
 

Don’t be lonely!  Now is the time to make new friends!  

We offer groups and events Monday to Friday, please pop in for more details. 

We hope to re-start our Lunch Club soon, please contact us if you are interested.  

Our charity shop is open Monday to Friday, 11am to 3pm.  We are in need of donations for our 

charity shop, especially clothes, if you have a donations then please consider BDC, they will be 

greatly received. 

In order to offer these services we are reliant on the help of our volunteers, if you are interested in 

becoming a volunteer and have some time to give, please pop in for an informal chat as we have 

roles in our Shop and are in need of  Befrienders. 

Our café is open on Tuesdays 10am until 12noon but we hope to open every week day with the 

help of more volunteers, so if you are interested in becoming a café volunteer please let us know. 

We are continuing to provide a visiting service in the TQ5 area for 

people who are isolated, housebound or vulnerable. 

Brixham Does Care also provides Day Care services at The 

Friends Centre, if you would like any further information about this 

service, please call Karen on 01803 224970. 

Brixham Does Care 
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Pilgrim Of Brixham BM45 - Brixham’s Oldest Boat 

In 2023 Pilgrim enters her 128
th
 year! Built in 1895 at 

Upham’s shipyard which was located next to the Prince 

William pub. If you look in the gardens beside the steps 

there you’ll see some of her original hull.  

Thanks to the National Lottery Heritage Fund Pilgrim’s 

restoration was completed 10 years ago. She’s been   

sailing out of Brixham ever since and we hope will       

continue to do so for many years to come. Pilgrim is cared 

for and operated by a charity run by volunteers, without 

whom we would not be able to operate. 

We want as many people as possible to have the chance 

to learn about and experience Brixham’s living history.  

The main way we do this is through sailing opportunities 

that range from a just few hours to as long as ten days 

away. Last year around 1000 people experienced what sailing on this incredible heritage vessel is 

like. Some relaxed and enjoyed the ride while others got ‘hands on’ and had a go at helping the 

crew to sail her.   

You can see some of the fabulous photos our guests have taken on our Facebook, Twitter and    

Instagram (search ‘PilgrimofBrixham’ and look 

for the red sails!) Torbay’s stunning coastline 

is a rare UNESCO Global Geopark that  

reaches 5 miles out to sea.   

From Pilgrim the  beauty of the sea caves, 

wildlife and coastal fauna can be truly         

appreciated. A trip out on Pilgrim really is a 

very special experience! 

For people who aren’t able to sail with us, 

then we also hold regular Open Days over the 

Summer. These are a great opportunity for 

anyone to come aboard, have a good look 

around and learn a little about Pilgrim’s      

history.  

You can find out more about what we’re up to 

on our website: www.pilgrimofbrixham.org  

Pilgrim really is part of Brixham, and we’re always looking for new volunteers and new ways we can 

support our community. We’re always glad to welcome new crew, training is provided so sailing    

experience, whilst welcome, is not a prerequisite.  

We’d also love to hear from anyone interested in getting involved with our community and education 

work. Please contact us at sailing@pilgrimofbrixham.org.uk 

Pilgrim’s iconic red sails can often be seen across the Bay between April and October. We’re rightly 
proud of Brixham’s pioneering heritage and we’d love more people to know about it so that each 
time you see Pilgrim in full sail you stop for a moment and remember what an awesome little town 
we live in. 

 

http://www.pilgrimofbrixham.org
mailto:sailing@pilgrimofbrixham.org.uk
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Ross Green - Deputy Town Clerk 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 

The last three months have seen the Town Council expand its work with community groups in    

Brixham. We have helped with the formation of two new groups, The Friends of Battery Gardens 

and Brixham VEG. We also worked closely with Brixham In Bloom to deliver a fantastic celebration 

event in the Town Hall in October. The Town Council recognises its role in supporting residents to 

take an active lead in meeting the needs of our town and we’ve been pleased to achieve so much in 

collaboration with community groups across the town.   

The Friends of Battery Gardens are a small, friendly bunch of volunteers, whose aim is to restore 

Battery Gardens back to a space the community and visitors can enjoy. The Town Council have 

supported the group with their registration and our Town Lengthsman Service has been supporting 

the group with their regular sessions to clear overgrown vegetation and re-establishing some of the 

wonderful views across the bay.  

Brixham VEG (Very Eager Growers!) are an enthusiastic and friendly group of residents on a path 

towards food sustainability by learning how to grow their own. Working in partnership with     

Groundwork South Edible Earth Project, whose aim is to improve access to green and growing 

spaces, we have provided a plot on Dixons Land Allotments and will be supporting the group as 

they step into the world of growing their own food. The group have already started preparing the plot 

ready to get the 2023 growing season off to a bang and everyone of all skill levels is welcome to 

join! 

Local volunteers and community groups work so hard to enhance 

Brixham and it was great to be part of an event held by Brixham In 

Bloom recognising the brilliant efforts of the community and       

volunteers, culminating in the announcement that Brixham had 

won Gold in this year’s South West in Bloom Competition! The 

Chair and Vice-Chair of Brixham Town Council were in attendance 

to deliver awards and support the fantastic work the town has put 

in to making Brixham look beautiful. 

Brixham Theatre 

After a year of uncertainty, Brixham Theatre volunteers staged an epic revival in 2022 with events 

ranging from the Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf to Abba’s Dancing Queen. This new lease of life saw 

us dancing in the aisles to live bands, singing sea shanties with the Missin’ Tackle crew, and     

head-banging to Hells Bells ACDC. We held our breath for chariot racing in Ben Hur’s Ancient 

Rome, watched through our fingers as the warrior Beowulf fought dragons and monsters and saw 

Shakespeare in a whole new light through the eyes of a World War Two handyman in Into the 

Breach. A major highlight was the joint fundraising concert with Brixham Rotary Club when the Dark 

Side of Pink Floyd gave a spine-tingling rendition of the Ukrainian national anthem - as well as   

raising thousands of pounds for the war-torn country. We brought a touch of Hollywood to Brixham 

with Cinema Night, showing The Greatest Showman and Dirty Dancing on the big 

screen, the way films are supposed to be seen. But when the country’s mood    

became more sombre, we immediately repurposed our projector to show the     

funeral of HRH Queen Elizabeth II, providing a place where the community could 

come together to pay their last respects. Please scan our QR code to see the   

bigger and better 2023 programme.  
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Girlguiding - 4th Brixham Brownies 

 

The South Devon Players Theatre & Film Company has had a busy autumn, 
touring a theatre production of the 10th Century epic poem Beowulf,          
alongside running workshops and excerpt performances at schools in South 
Devon. The Players have huge plans for 2023, including holding open auditions 
for all roles in a theatre production of Les Miserables (Anyone who is interested 
please come along to the castings for all roles, at Chestnut Community    
Centre, 1-3 Poplar Close, Brixham, Devon TQ5 0SA, on January 15th 2023, 
for 12.30pm) which will tour regionally and be streamed online internationally 
via the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. The Players are also thrilled to report that the 
theatre school for adults which has been opened in partnership with Brixham 
Theatre, which will continue to grow and develop.  

The Players, as always, welcome anyone who wants to get involved in theatre, whether that is on 
stage, or behind the scenes - please see www.southdevonplayers.com for information and email us 
on southdevonplayers@gmail.com  

 
4

th
 Brixham Brownies were delighted to present two Gold 

Awards to their hard working young members.   

Amelia Benbow and Amelia Greatbatch earned their 
awards by completing six theme awards on Express    
Myself, Know Myself, Take Action, Be Well, Have         
Adventures and Skills for my Future.   

They also attended meetings regularly to complete three 
hours of Unit Meeting Activites for each theme and 
worked on interest badges at home. For these girls that 

has included attending meetings via Zoom or outside during lockdowns.   

Amelia B visited a Rainbow unit where she led a game and helped the younger girls with their      
activities and Amelia G ran games at Brownie meetings. Both girls are sixers and are inspirational 
role models to the younger girls. Gold awards represent exceptional effort and commitment and 
these are the first that the unit has 
awarded. 

4
th
 Brixham Brownies were celebrating 

their 50
th
 year and were honoured to 

welcome back previous leaders          
including Joy Prowse who set up the 
unit all those years ago.  

They were also delighted to welcome 
Torbay Division Commissioner Rachel 
Offerdal who presented the Gold 
Awards and also a Bronze Award to   
Mollie Turnbull. Ruby Keywood has also 
completed her award but was not well 
enough to attend the presentation.    

Girlguiding Brixham can be reached on 
helenguiding@live.co.uk. 

Pictured: Helen Cumming, Amelia         
Greatbatch, Rachel Offerdal, Amelia  
Benbow, Joy Bray and Sharon Williams 

South Devon Players 

http://www.southdevonplayers.com
mailto:southdevonplayers@gmail.com
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Disclaimer 
Brixham Town Council is not responsible for any errors, omissions or alterations with regards to 
entries in this newsletter. The content, views and opinions of articles do not necessarily represent 
the views of Brixham Town Council or the editor. The accuracy of the content in this newsletter is 
not guaranteed. 

Brixham Rotary Club  

  Following on from the very successful 
Ukrainian Welcome Party in September 
sponsored by the Brixham Rotary Club in 
conjunction with YES! Brixham the       
members of the Rotary Club geared up for 
the many planned events taking place in 
the town as the Christmas season         
approached. 
 
Members helped on the evening of the 
switching on of the Christmas lights in    
Brixham on 26

th
  November 2022 by   

Santa Claus and then the club held a 
Christmas Fayre at the Scala at Brixham 
Town Hall on Saturday 10th December 
2022 which was a great success. 
   
Chris Bryson, President of Brixham Rotary, said  “As well as the above, the Club members have for 
the 70

th
 year in succession brought Santa Claus to visit the children of Brixham between 14

th
         

December and the 20
th
 December and will continue to do so in the future as they have for many 

generations of children in the past.”. 

SWISCo - Waste & Recycling 

During the summer our Recycling Support Co-ordinators, with the help 

of the wider waste team at SWISCo, have been out and about delivering 

blue bags for paper recycling and information helping people to put the 

‘Right Stuff’ in the ‘Right Box’ when they recycle at home.   

In October we finished delivering the new blue bags for paper recycling to all households in Torbay 

that receive a recycling box collection. So, if you’ve got recycling boxes and you haven’t received a 

blue bag, please order one on the Torbay Council website. 

Anybody who has a communal recycling and waste arrangement, such as at blocks of flats, won’t 

have received a blue bag and should continue to put their paper into the shared recycling bins. 

We would really like to thank everyone for taking the updated recycling collection in their stride,  

putting the ‘Right Stuff’ in the ‘Right Box’ and keeping their paper separate using the blue bag. Its 

making a really big difference to our collection teams by reducing the time that 

they need to spend sorting the materials. Sorting your recycling has also helped 

to improve the quality of the different materials collected. Please keep up the 

good work! 

You may have noticed that we introduced a new garden waste collection, with 

the first collections taking place on Halloween. For £50 a year (£40 if you re-

ceive Council Tax support), we will provide you with a wheeled bin and collect 

garden waste from you, once a fortnight, with a short break at Christmas. You 

can sign up on the Torbay Council website. 
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Don’t forget to mention the Brixham Signal when contacting any of our advertisers 
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FISH&CHIPS 
64 Bolton Street, Brixham TQ5 9DH 

 
  Telephone: 01803 855771 or order online at www.davids-chippy.co.uk 

We now have an APP to download so you can order directly from your mobile phone 
We’re open 7 days a week! Home delivery available Friday & Saturday evenings. 

WINTER WARMER JANUARY OFFER: Chips & Curry Sauce £3.99 

WINTER WARMER FEBRUARY OFFER: Chicken Burger & Chips £5.99 

MARCH OFFER: Jumbo Sausage, Chips & A Pot of Curry Sauce £6.99 

 

Like us on Facebook to 

hear all our latest offers 

and news. 

Support Brixham 

 


