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Just before the July Signal distribution we found out the devastating news of the 
passing of our previous Chairperson. Elected in May 2019, he was a Town 
Councillor until 2023 and prior to this a Ward Councillor at Torbay Council. As a 
mark of respect, Brixham Town Council sent flowers to his wife and lowered the 
Town Hall flag until the day after his funeral. He was a passionate Councillor and 
campaigned avidly for Brixham and he will be missed. 

September was National Suicide Prevention month and my article for this issue   
focuses on the support that is available.   

Everyone copes and reacts in their own way and the Samaritans have put together a list of signs 
we should look out for: 

• Feeling restless and agitated 

• Feeling angry and aggressive 

• Feeling tearful 

• Being tired or lacking in energy 

• Not wanting to talk to or be with people 

• Not wanting to do things they usually enjoy 

• Using alcohol or drugs to cope with feelings 

• Finding it hard to cope with everyday things 

• Not replying to messages or being distant 

• Talking about feeling hopeless, helpless or worthless 

• Talking about feeling trapped by life circumstances they can’t see a way out of, or feeling 
unable to escape their thoughts 

• A change in routine, such as sleeping or eating more or less than normal 

• Engaging in risk-taking behaviour, like gambling or violence 

We might not always be able to recognise these signs and often they are triggered because of a 
change in someone’s circumstances such as financial concerns, relationship problems, bullying, 
loneliness and depression. To find out more about how to support someone you’re worried about, 
please visit the Samaritan website: https://www.samaritans.org  

If you’re suffering from mental health and are struggling to confide in those close to you, there are 
a number of organisations that can support you and Torbay Council have a dedicated page on 
their website listing organisations you can contact for support. Please visit                             
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/public-health/mental-health/ to find out more. 

There are other ways to help your mental health too. Have you thought about joining a group or 
sports activity? These are great ways to meet like-minded people and 
our website has a full list of social and sports groups in Brixham. We 
also have a number of fitness, yoga and tai-chi classes at Brixham 
Town Hall.   

It’s not always about fitness though Brixham Rugby Club and Brixham 
Town Football Club have walking teams. Whether you’re an established 
player or new to the game of rugby or football, walking teams are fun 
and accessible to people of all ages and abilities. 

Please take the time to reach out to those that are close to you whether 
you are suffering in silence or worried about a friend or relative. If we all 
did a little bit, maybe, just maybe, we can all help to prevent a suicide. 

Town Clerk - Mrs Tracy Hallett 

 

https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/if-youre-worried-about-someone-else/how-support-someone-youre-worried-about/
https://www.torbay.gov.uk/public-health/mental-health/
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The Town Hall has a variety of offices, meeting rooms, function rooms and the Scala Hall available 

to hire. Set in an enviable location the Town Hall is just a short walk from Fore Street, Market 

Street, the central car park, bus station, the harbour and quay. Most of the facilities can be hired at 

an hourly rate and reductions are given to Charities, Community Groups and Youth Groups. In 

2023 the Town Hall has seen a variety of hirers book and use our facilities for; 

* Art Exhibitions * Horticultural Shows * Children's Birthday Parties * Coronation Celebrations *    

Pirate Festival * Live Music events * Record Fair * Tai-Chi * Dance Lessons * Keep Fit Classes *     

Indoor Markets * Public Meetings * Cycle Training * and much more. 

Current availability includes; 

Hot-desking at £10.00 per day, Private Offices from £199.38 per month            

inclusive 

Conference Room and the Furzeham Room from £15.00 per hour 

Function Room from £20.00 per hour (Available Monday-Friday after 5pm,         

Saturday & Sunday) 

Scala hire from £20.00 per hour (Youth Groups £10.00 per hour) 

If you would like more information on the current availability of facilities at the Town 

Hall, or to arrange a visit to view the offices and rooms to check on their suitability, 

please call 01803 859678 or email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk. 

 

Town Hall - Facilities For Hire 

Chairperson’s Report - Councillor Michael Roseveare 

Mays election have now faded quickly into the past. The result was that with only 6 candidates, all 6 
became Councillors. Our former chair Cllr Haddock chaired the meeting at which I was elected as 
the new Chairperson, I thank my fellow Councillors for supporting my candidacy. I miss Richard for 
his straight talking and support he gave me and for his hard work for our town. Your new Council 
has been busy working to make Brixham shine as the jewel in Torbay’s Crown. Our lengthsmen 
have been doing a stirling job, clearing paths, developing wild flower plots and helping people with 
their gardens under our gardening assistance scheme. 

I have attended several civic events including a reception given by The Lord Lieutenant of Devon at 
Canonteign House. The reception saw presentations on The Kings Honours, encouraging           
nominations for recipients from our community. (www.gov.uk/honours/types-of-honours-and-awards) 

I have had the enormous pleasure of delivering grant cheques to local organisations, please see our 
website and social media for details. These organisations provide important support for community 
enhancing activities. I would encourage local groups to apply for a grant to see if they are eligible. 
So far this year Brixham Town Council has awarded grants to the          
following; 

• Brixham Town Band 

• Brixham Town Football Club 

• Yes! Brixham 

• Cycle Torbay 

These awards follow support over the years for many of Brixham’s community groups who all help 
to make our town such a wonderful place to live and work. We have also been working hard to     
secure a new lease with Torbay Council to enable funding to be accessed by Shoalstone Pool CIC 
to secure the future of what is a much loved local amenity.   

We ran a series of open air cinemas through July &  August and whilst the first two events were  
cancelled due to poor weather, the screening at the Rugby Club was a huge success with            
approximately 250 people enjoying Matilda The Musical.   
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Your Newly Co-Opted Town Councillors  

At the Full Council meeting held at the Town Hall on the 5th June 2023 the Council considered      

co-option applications from residents wishing to fill the six vacancies available to become Town 

Councillors, following the local elections back in May.  

At the meeting, following submission of their applications, all candidates were asked questions by 

the members and were also able to address the Council stating why they felt they would be suitable 

as a Councillor and how they could help improve our Town for the residents and visitors alike.  

Afterwards, the existing members of the Council voted and below are your newly co-opted       

Councillors who signed their declaration of office and took up their place immediately at the      

meeting. We welcome the new Councillors and look forward to working with them over the next 4 

years.

 

Brixham Town Councillors contact details can be found on page 11 

Brixham Horicultural Society  

Following our very successful Summer Flower and Vegetable Show in July this year 
where a lot of people enjoyed the gorgeous array of flowers and produce plus       
handicrafts, jams, cakes and the wonderful flower arrangements.  

Our next event is the Autumn Flower and Vegetable Show in the Scala at Brixham 
Town Hall on Friday 20th and Saturday 21st October 2023 commencing at 2pm each 

day. 

Again, there will be a tombola, plants for sale and               
refreshments of tea/coffee/cold drinks plus a slice of home 
made cake are available.  

Entry is free, but any donation would be appreciated. 

There are different sorts of sections to enter this time from 
flowers, floral art, cacti, handicrafts including photographs 
and a Childrens’ section.  

To enter an item in a 
section is only 20p 
(except Childrens which 
is free). 

For further details, entry 
forms and staging times 
please contact any  
member of the         
Committee or Lesley 
Bennett (Hon. Secretary) 
on 07712 199426. 
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Schedule of forthcoming Brixham Council Meetings 

All meetings are held in the Town Hall Function Room (unless advertised differently) on the ground 

floor at New Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA. The doors will open to the public from 5:30pm. 

All agendas, minutes, reports and relating documents can be viewed via the Town Council’s      

website. Agendas are displayed in the Town Hall notice boards prior to each meeting and published 

on our website and social media pages. 

The public are able to attend. If you would like to come along to any of the Council meetings then 

please call 01803 859678 beforehand. Meetings can be subject to change or cancellation. 

 FULL COUNCIL PLANNING &                       

REGENERATION              

COMMITTEE 

FINANCE & GENERAL       

PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

COMMUNITY &     

ENVIRONMENT 

COMMITTEE 

 9th October 16th October  

1st November 13th November 20th November 27th November  

 11th December 18th December  

10th January 2024 15th January 2024 22nd January 2024 29th January 2024 

 12th February 2024 19th February 2024  

Indoor Markets - 24th & 25th November 

To coincide with the Lanterns, Lights & ‘luminations, our     

popular Christmas market held in the Scala at the Town Hall is 

also being held over 2 days this year. Doors open 1pm till 5pm 

on Friday 24th and again at 10am until 2pm on Saturday 25th. 

There will be festive music and children's entertainment as well 

as hot drinks and mince pies available. The event was sold out 

to traders back in the Summer, therefore we have 30 stalls  

selling a plethora of gifts perfect for your Christmas shopping. 
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Lanterns, Lights & ‘Luminations 2023 

 

Events Organiser - Diverse Events  0131 46 EVENT (38368)  
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Helpful Contact Numbers 

Emergency Services 999 

Action Fraud 0300 1232040 

Anti Terrorist Hotline 0800 789321 

Crime Stoppers 0800 555111 

Devon and Cornwall Police 101 

Victim Support 0845 3030900 

Devon & Somerset Fire and 
Rescue Service (not 24/7) 

01392 872200 

Healthcare  

MIU (Newton Abbot) 01626 324500 

Compass House Med Centre 01803 855897 

Brixham Community Hospital 01803 881399 

Mayfield Medical Centre 01803 495400 

Dentist (Emergency Out of Hrs) 0333 063300 

Community Dental Service 01803 217777 

Brixham Dental Practice 01803 853980 

Smiles Ahead 01803 857606 

BUPA Dental Care 01803 858392 

Support  

Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 9177650 

Citizen Advice 03444 111444 

Samaritans 116 123 

NSPCC 0808 8005000 

RSPCA 0300 1234999 

Brixham Food Bank 07873 164211 

Torbay Council  

General 01803 201201 

Connections 01803 207201 

Dog Warden 01803 208091 

Brixham Harbour Office 01803 853321 

Highways 01803 207740 

Housing 01803 208723 

SWISCo 01803 701310 

Emergency Out of Hours 01803 550405 

Utilities (Emergency)  

Floodline 0345 9881188 

British Gas 0800 111 999 

South West Water 0344 3462020 

Western Power 0800 6783105 

Other  

Banking Hub - 62 Fore Street 
Brixham TQ5 8EG 

0345 722 
3344  

Brixham Chamber 
chair@brixhamchamber.co.uk 

 

Brixham Rotary Club: 
rotarybrixham@gmail.com 

07776 365442 

English Riviera Tourist 
Company 

01803 211211 

Torbay Coast and Countryside 
Trust 

01803 520022 

Members of Parliament  

Totnes Constituency 
Anthony Mangnall MP 
Constituency Office 
Conservative Club, Station 
Road, Totnes  TQ9 5HW 

01803 868378 

anthony.mangnall.mp@parliament.uk  

Torbay Constituency 
Kevin Foster MP 
Constituency Office 
5-7 East Street 
Torquay TQ2 5SD  

01803 214989 

kevin.foster.mp@parliament.uk  

Torbay Ward Councillor Contact Details  

Furzeham with Summercombe Ward  

Cllr Jason Hutchings 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
Jason.hutchings@torbay.gov.uk 

07903 
216666   

Cllr Hannah Stevens                         
C/O Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
Hannah.stevens@torbay.gov.uk 

07985  
159950  

Cllr Andrew Strang                  
C/O Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
Andrew.strang@torbay.gov.uk 

07887  
690923  

St.Peters with St Marys Ward  

Cllr Steve Bryant 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
Steve.bryant@torbay.gov.uk 

07488  
252475  

Cllr Anna Tolchard 
C/o Town Hall, Castle Circus 
Torquay TQ1 3DR 
Anna.tolchard@torbay.gov.uk 

07775  
773970  

https://www.google.com/search?q=brixham+banking+hub&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB998GB998&oq=brixham+banking+hub&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBwgCEAAYgAQyCggDEAAYhgMYigUyCggEEAAYhgMYigUyCggFEAAYhgMYigUyBggGEEUYQNIBCDM3NDlqMGo0
https://www.google.com/search?q=brixham+banking+hub&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBGB998GB998&oq=brixham+banking+hub&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBwgCEAAYgAQyCggDEAAYhgMYigUyCggEEAAYhgMYigUyCggFEAAYhgMYigUyBggGEEUYQNIBCDM3NDlqMGo0
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What’s On In Brixham 
Organisation Location Time Contact Details 

Monday                            

Brixham Town Band Brixham College 
Music Dept. 

7.45pm 01803 853539 Practice Session  
Mon & Thurs Online 

Freemasonry Church Hill West  trueloveandunity2
48@gmail.com 

3rd Monday of the 
month excl. Jul & Aug 

Drum Circle The Edge 12noon - 2pm 01803 851414 Any age/ability 

Visual Eyes Torbay United Reformed 
Church 

2pm - 4pm 07951 659514 1st Monday of month 

Brixham Table Tennis 
Club 

Brixham Sports 
Centre TQ5 9SN 

7pm-9pm Alan Maynard 
07909 853047 

All ages, all abilities, 
coaching available 

Tai Chi Brixham Town Hall 10am-11am Lisa Kay           
07943 275585 

Scala Hall 

Bollywood Brixham 
Dance 

Scala Hall 6pm - 7pm Nicola 07783 
787369 

 

Tai Chi Catholic Church 
Hall 

11am-12noon    
7pm-8pm 

Rita                 
01803 858521 

 

Tuesday  

Sew Crafty Brixham Brixham Rugby 
Club 

2pm - 5pm Alison 07495     
068888 

Entry £3 including 
refreshments 

West Country 
Embroiderers Torbay 

Galmpton Barn 
Chapel Hall 

10am - 12noon Eunice  
01803 853118 

2nd Tuesday of each 
month 

Computer Club The Edge 11am-12noon  Free IT Support 

Cycle Torbay Fore Street 10am-12noon FREE repairs info@cycletorbay.co.uk 

Yoga Scala Hall 10am -11am 07525 735500 Nikki (Ocean Yoga) 

Brixham Art Society Please refer to the 
website 

brixhamartsociety.
co.uk 

For details of 
demonstrations 

Email: brixhamartsoc@ 
gmail.com 

Brixham Harriers 
Running Club 

Admiral Swimming 
Centre 

6.45pm 01803 850566  

Brixham Harmony Catholic Church 
Hall 

1.30pm - 3.30pm 01803 862246  

Brixham Ladies Forum Catholic Church 
Hall 

10am 01803 854928 Alternative Tuesdays 

Brixham Rotary Club Cricket Club 6.45pm 07776365442 2nd, 4th & 5th Tuesday  

Brixham Stroke Ass. United Reformed  2pm 01803 882269 Alternative Tuesdays 

Live Music 50/60/70s The Edge 2pm-4pm 01803 851414 2nd Tuesday  

Mensheds Edge, Fore Street 11am - 4pm 01803 883794 Tuesday & Thursday 

Quay Harmony Ladies 
Choir 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

7pm - 9pm Kim Wilson 
01803 858181 

07532 762580 

Royal Naval 
Association 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

8pm 01803 859298 1st Tuesday of month 

Serentys Garden 
Development Circles 

Community Centre 7.30pm - 9.30pm 01803 857870  

Veteran Seafarers 
Association 

United Reformed 
Church 

2pm Alan 
01803 854990 

 

Slimming World Catholic Church  4:30-7:30pm Kerrie  07505 119326 

Brixham Blues Club The Birdcage Pub Starts 8pm Stuart 855256 2nd Tuesday of month 
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What’s On In Brixham 

Organisation Location Time Contact Details 

Wednesday 

Brixham Battery 
Heritage Group 

Battery Gardens 2pm-4pm 07933 793683 Open: Wed, Fri & 
Sunday 

Tripudio Flow 
(Gentle exercise to 
music) 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

11am - 12noon Nicola 07783 
787369 

 

Yoga Brixham Town Hall 6pm -7pm Nikki 
07525 735500 

Scala Hall, Brixham 
Town Hall 

Brixham Horticultural 
Society 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

2pm 01803 853539 1st Wednesday of 
month. Not January 

Riviera Singers Ladies 
Choir 

Catholic Church 
Hall 

7.00pm - 9.00pm Chris 
01803 883886 

 

Torbay Owls and 
Company 

Galmpton Village 
Institute 

7pm 01803 853453 Last Wednesday of 
month 

Young Volunteers The Edge 6pm - 8pm 01803 851414 14-25 years 

Brixham Women’s 
Institute 

Brixham Cricket 
Club 

2.15pm Tina 
01803 854486 

3rd Wednesday of 
month (except Aug) 

Thursday  

Bell Ringing St. Mary’s Church 7.30pm - 9pm Guy 07764 344694  

Yoga Brixham Town Hall 7pm - 8pm Nikki 07525 
735500 

Scala Hall 

Brixham Harriers 
Running Club 

Admiral Swimming 
Centre 

6.45pm 01803 850566  

Brixham Orpheus 
Male Voice Choir   

Christian 
Community Centre 

7.15pm - 9.00pm John Pither 07878 836559 

Music Jam The Edge 3pm - 5pm 
6pm - 9pm 

All Ages 
16-25 years 

Brixham Probus Club Catholic Church 
Hall 

9.45am doors 
10.30am start 

Steve Tucker 07585 717525 

Meet Cook Eat The Edge 10.30am - Lunch   

Royal British Legion 
Brixham Branch 

Brixham Rugby 
Club 

8pm 2nd Thursday of 
the month 

 

Soroptimists Brixham Rugby 
Club 

7.30pm  1st & 3rd Thursday of 
month (except Aug) 

Friday  

Bereavement  
Group 

The Edge 1pm - 3pm   

Gerihatricks 50+ 
Walking Football 

Brixham College 7pm - 8pm Joe 07866 
574263 

Alternate Fridays  

Brixham Foodbank 14 Brewery Lane  2pm - 4pm 07873 164211 Mon, Weds & Fridays 

Saturday     

Brixham Rugby Cubs Brixham C of E 
School Hall 

10am (3-4yrs) 
11am (5-6yrs) 

bryanpitman33@btinternet.com  
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Furzeham with Summercombe Ward  

Cllr Michael Roseveare - Chairperson 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham TQ5 8TA 

michael.roseveare@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
07982 004531 

Cllr Paul Addison 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham TQ5 8TA  

paul.addison@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
07812 854765 

Cllr Christopher Simmonds 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

christopher.simmonds@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Chloe Pavely 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

chloe.pavely@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Sally-Ann Pavely 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

sally-ann.pavely@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Hannah Stevens 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

hannah.stevens@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
07985 159950  

Cllr Stephanie Edwards 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

stephanie.edwards@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

St. Peter’s with St. Mary’s Ward  

Cllr Steve Leech - Vice Chairperson 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

steve.leech@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
07981 265575  

Cllr David Blackmore 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

david.blackmore@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Mark Day 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

mark.day@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Oliver Swain 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

oliver.swain@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Clive Nicholls 
C/O Brixham Town Council, Town Hall, New 
Road, Brixham, TQ5 8TA 

clive.nicholls@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Brixham Town Council Officers 
Mrs Tracy Hallett: Town Clerk 

Mr Ross Green: Deputy Town Clerk 
Mr Simon Hiatt: Office Manager 

Miss Tilly-Ann Partridge: Administrator 
 

Council Offices 
1st Floor, Town Hall, New Road,  

Brixham, Devon, TQ5 8TA 
Open to the public: Monday to Friday               

9am - 3pm  
(Note: the office is closed from 12noon - 1pm) 

 

Social Media 
Twitter, Linkedin, Facebook & Instagram 
 
Email: info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Telephone: 01803 859678  
 
Visit our website for up to date news and         
information 
www.brixhamtowncouncil.co.uk 

Brixham Town Council Contact Details 
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Don’t forget to mention the Signal when contacting our advertisers! 

 

Call our Engineer to book 

the new mobile home 

scooter servicing and 

repairs facility. 

Hassle Free, direct to your 

door, Sales and Advice on 

all mobility products 

available. 

Cavendish Healthcare Ltd  

01803 220378 
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Lifeboat Station Volunteers Wanted 

Your Lifeboats need YOU!! 

Torbay Lifeboat Fundraisers, the local branch of the RNLI is actively looking to 
recruit volunteers throughout Torbay.   

We need volunteers to staff our 2 retail outlets in Brixham (Middle Street & the 
Kiosk opposite the Lifeboat Station) for 3-hours a week, together with people to 
help with the various events we hold during the year. 

With our 200
th
 Anniversary coming up next year, we will need more volunteers to come forward 

than ever before. Full training and support is given to all our volunteers.   

Age or experience is not important, i.e. you could be a student at University but with spare time on 
your hands during holiday periods, or a parent with young children at school. We are totally flexible. 
It costs over £200,000 to keep our Lifeboats available for emergencies. 

If you can spare some time, (no matter how little) – please just get in touch with  
Peter Thorp on 01803 855329 or thorppeter13@gmail.com 

Check Our Website For Up to Date Events - www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk 

What’s On In Your Town Hall 

 

mailto:thorppeter13@gmail.com
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 Wishings Field Update 

 

 Throughout this Summer, as well as 
general cut-back and maintenance, we 
have been commissioning tree surveys to 
help us with identifying species and there 
impact and relevance on the environment 
and wildlife.  

We have also made sure they are healthy 
and whether any works need to be carried 
out on them in the short or long term. 
When the Council announced it had 
successfully purchased the village green 
we published a short questionnaire on our website and in the July edition of the Signal. In that 
questionnaire we asked if any residents would like to volunteer and get involved in future plans.  

The good news is plenty of people did, and the first volunteer group meeting was held at the Town 
Hall on Wednesday 20th September. Here, the volunteers along with some of the Town 
Councillors heard updates from the Town Clerk and discussed ideas that had been provided 
through the consultation. Some of the idea’s included; 

• Benches / Seating  

• Picnic Areas 

• Play Equipment 

• Accessible paths for pushchairs / wheelchairs 

• Planting to encourage bees / wildlife 

• Sensory Garden 

• Remembrance Area 

Most of the works completed by our 
lengthsmen at the moment has been clearing 
and making accessible but hopefully in 2024 
you will start to see a noticeable difference as 
we try to create a public space that can be 
enjoyed by all whilst protecting the current 
nature and wildlife. 

Some of our works to be completed in the 
short term include; 

• Photographic evidence of local 
wildlife & trees, flowers & fauna 

• Continuation of cutting back and 
removal of overgrowth including brambles 

• Erection of information / notice 
boards & Village Green signs 

You can still get involved and become one of 
our volunteers by calling 01803 859678 or 
emailing info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk, or 
complete our consultation online at 
www.brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk/
services/wishings-field/consultation/ 

Aerial view 

Town Clerk, Mrs Tracy Hallett &  Senior 

Lengthsman, Mike Penney 
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 Our next FREE course in Brixham is running face-to-face at Brixham Baptist Church in the 

Main Hall. Starting on October 17
th

 for 7 weeks, each Tuesday from 10:30am-1pm. With a 

FREE optional lunch afterwards at YES! Brixham from 1-2pm. 

This course runs in small groups of up to 15 people maximum, in a relaxed environment where we 

can learn, be inspired, and share ideas about improving/maintaining our Health & Wellbeing. This 

is all about empowering YOU, the individual, to increase and/or maintain your physical ability, 

cognitive capacity, and stay socially connected, to challenge yourself to live the best life YOU can. 

The course includes understanding the ageing process on our bodies and our minds. Gives plenty 

of practical tips on how to develop strength, stamina, suppleness and skill. With speakers joining 

us to share local knowledge and experience. It also includes a week of FREE taster activities to try 

out new groups and classes and find something right for you. There will be opportunities to 

become an Activity Champion and share what you have learnt with others! 

For more details, contact Jess Slade by phoning 07772 023170 or emailing 

jessslade@torbaycdt.org.uk Website: www.torbayassembly.com/live-longer-better 

Want to meet your local Community Builder?  Contact Helen Ambler on 07469 660873 or 
helenambler@torbaycdt.org.uk.   

Helen is in Brixham most days and would love 
to meet you to discuss how she can help 
isolated people get out and about to meet new 
people or maybe support with setting up a new 
group. 

Live Longer Better - Torbay 

 

The Rotary Club of Brixham 

On the 15
th
 August 2023, The Rotary Club of Brixham held their Summer Town Fayre at the Old 

Fish Market on the quay in Brixham. Numerous stalls were there selling, jigsaws, toys and other 
items as well as a tombola, bric-a-brac and a Wheel of Fortune.  
 
Brixham Rotary President, Adrian Laurie, said “I would like to thank our members and other       
supporters who worked so hard on the day the weather was very kind to us resulting in a heavy 
footfall and a large amount being raised for local charities.” He continued, “I would also especially 
like to thank David Sharpe for organising this fantastic day and even ensuring that a collecting tin 
for the Rotary Polio Plus campaign was available to visitors to the Fayre that wanted to contribute 
to this Rotary International initiative.” 
 
Organiser, David Sharpe, said “It was a wonderful day with everybody working hard and spending 
hard to boost our ability to help local Charities, and I must say a big thank you to the young man 
who donated his “Paw Patrol” collection to be sold and boost the income for the club.” 
 
In conclusion, President Adrian said “The Rotary Club of 
Brixham will continue its fund raising events during the 
rest of 2023 culminating in our Annual Santa visit in   
December, an event that is greatly appreciated by the 
people and children of Brixham and although many 
months away companies who wish to advertise in our 
Santa flier are encouraged to get in touch now.  
 
More details of the club and its events are available on 
the Club website www.brixhamrotary.org  

mailto:helenambler@torbaycdt.org.uk
http://www.brixhamrotary.org
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A group of sea swimmers from Brixham have produced a naked 
calendar in support of the Shoalstone Sea Water Pool. “We swim every 
week of the year and the benefits of our cold water dips, both physical 
and mental, are enormous” says Jane Rudge, January Mermaid, “It all 
started as an informal group who met on the Breakwater beach and has 
now grown into a close group of friends who support each other. Yes, it’s 
cold in the winter but it’s also great fun and the benefits are substantial.” 

Jenny Harriman, August Mermaid, said “We went to see Calendar Girls 
at the Brixham Theatre and afterwards someone said ‘We could do that’ 
and so the idea was born. We wanted to raise money for a worthy cause 
and the Shoalstone Sea Water Pool was an obvious choice. The pool is 
a great asset to Brixham and is in desperate need of money for repairs 
and maintenance.” 

There are 12 mermaids whose ages range from 40 to 73. They come 
from a variety of backgrounds including education, nursing, the care sector, broadcasting, event 
management and writing. “Sea swimming has proven benefits for physical and mental health” 
says Jo Taylor, November Mermaid. “We can arrive at the beach stressed but within ten minutes 
we are relaxed, chilled and laughing. It’s a great tonic and it’s free.”  

Today many people are stressed whether it’s because of the economic pressures, social 
pressures or simply the demands of a family or job. A short dip in the sea with friends can really 
help. Torbay Council recognises the huge benefits such groups offer and has generously 
supported the charity project with a grant from the Community Fund. The council hopes the 
Brixham Mermaids’ Calendar will inspire others to establish similar groups to boost well-being, 
health and fitness in Torbay. 

The calendar was photographed in and around 
Brixham by Trevor Taylor. “The Mermaids were 
wonderful to work with and entered into the 
spirit of the whole project. I was glad to be 
asked to shoot the calendar and all credit to the 
ladies who bared-all tastefully in support of the 
Shoalstone Pool. Many of the shots were taken 
very early in the morning when no one was 
around. It was very cold but they didn’t grumble. 
All credit to the Brixham Mermaids.” 

The 2024 Brixham Mermaids’ Calendar is 

available from the Breakwater Bistro and 

Brixham Town Council office and costs £7.95. 

Proceeds go to Brixham’s Shoalstone Sea 

Water Pool. 

Brixham Mermaids 

 

You could be advertising your       

business directly to 10,000+ homes 

in the TQ5 area for as little as 

£57.65! For more information and to 

check availability for the next issue 

contact our office on 01803 859678 

or email:                                           

info@brixhamtowncouncil.gov.uk. 
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 Brixham Does Care – Your Local Befriending Charity                

Founded in 1978 
Don’t be lonely!  Now is the time to make new friends!  

We offer groups and events Monday to Friday, please pop in for more details. 

We now have a once a month Lunch Club, please contact us if you are interested.  

Our charity shop is open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm.  We always need and appreciate         
donations for the shop, especially clothes.  

Our café, in the Town Hall Function Room is open Monday to Wednesday 10am until 12noon. Why 
not pop in and try our menu, we offer bacon sandwiches at £2.40, surely the cheapest around! 

In order to offer these services we are reliant on the help of our volunteers, if you are interested in 
becoming a volunteer and have some time to give, please pop in for an informal chat as we have 
roles in our Cafe and are in need of  Befrienders. We are also in need of a minibus driver to   
collect donations for our charity shop. 

We are continuing to provide a visiting service in the TQ5 area for people who are isolated,    
housebound or vulnerable. 

Brixham Does Care also provides Day Care services at The 
Friends Centre, if you would like any further information about this 
service, please call Karen on 01803 224970. 

For further information on groups and events at Brixham Does 
Care, please call 01803 857727 or check out our website 
www.brixhamdoescare.co.uk 

Brixham Does Care 

 
Don’t forget to mention the Signal when contacting our advertisers! 

http://www.brixhamdoescare.co.uk
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Don’t forget to mention the Signal when contacting  advertisers 
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Brixham Seaside Santa Run 2023 

The 4th Annual Santa Run organised by the       
Brixham Soroptimists and the Brixham Harriers will 
be held on Sunday 3rd December this year. 

This event has generated several thousands of 
pounds for local charities as well as being great for 
competitors and spectators alike. This year the  
chosen charity to receive the money raised is 
Shoalstone Swimming Pool.  

Further details will be advertised locally at a later 
date or you can contact Gill Franklin on           
07884 370100 or email her on                                 
gillfranklin@hotmail.com  

Do make a date in your diaries and come along and 
join in the fun. 

The Soroptimists have held a few coffee mornings 
over the past few months and also enjoyed an    
Interclub Meeting at Brixham Rugby Club where we 
were joined by members from Torquay Soroptimists 
and members from the Plymouth club. 

After a meal we’re were entertained by Liz Long 
who gave a very interesting and informative talk on Lisa’s School in Kenya which we support. After 
her talk the club presented Liz with a cheque for £500 to be used for sanitary protection to enable 
the girls still to attend school. 

South Devon Players 

The South Devon Players Theatre & Film Company 
(SDP) return to Brixham Theatre in November 2023, with 
their production of William Shakespeare's Macbeth. SDP 
previously performed this show at Brixham Theatre in 
2019, streamed one of the performances to New York, 
and won a theatre award for the show!  

Performing the full uncut text set in a post-nuclear-war 
wasteland, this classic stage drama features a great 
team of returning and new actors from across the   
Southwest. The Players are also producing a free,       
internationally available education pack for  students 
about the show, available from the website from          
November onwards, and are touring the show across the 
southwest for 5 months, to public venues, schools and 
colleges, and following that, will begin rehearsals for a 
similar tour of A Midsummer Nights Dream touring in 
summer 2024. 

The Players are also looking for people to get involved 
behind the scenes as well as on stage, and would love to 
hear from people interested in fundraising, publicity, 
helping with stalls at local events, costuming, ushering 
and stage-handing on tour. Please drop us a line any 
time on southdevonplayers@gmail.com – you can read 
all about us and our work at 
www.southdevonplayers.com 

mailto:gillfranklin@hotmail.com
mailto:southdevonplayers@gmail.com
http://www.southdevonplayers.com
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A managed fishing industry operating in Brixham can be dated back to the 15th & 18th century.   
Reports can be found of high value catches such as Turbot, Sole and Plaice being landed and     
transported to markets as far afield as Exeter, Bath and London. Fast-forward to today and        
Brixham’s reputation for landing top quality fish coupled with the availability of fast transport links to 
Europe has opened up new markets and increased demand. Now over 75% of the catch landed at 
Brixham Fish Market is exported to countries such as France, Belgium, Holland, Spain and Italy. 
This increase in the volume of fish landed has made Brixham the largest fishing port in England in 
terms of revenue received from fish sold at auction. Sitting at the centre of these operations are 
Brixham Trawler Agents Limited (BTA). Formed in 1988 BTA is a private company with over 130 
shareholders.  

With offices located within the Brixham harbour complex, BTA operate the premier fish auction in 
England selling fish on behalf of the trawler owners to the fish buyers who compete at the daily  
auction. On the 4 June 2019 the auction changed from the traditional “shout” auction to the worlds 
first cloud based electronic fish auction. BTA’s stated aim is to continually seek ways to improve the 
operations of the Fish Market, increase the number of skippers and boat owners using Brixham Fish 
Market to land their catch and to attract new buyers of fish to the daily Brixham Fish Auction. 

BTA provide a range of services to local and visiting fishing and commercial vessels that use the 
port of Brixham and to buyers of fish who use the daily market fish auction. These services include: 

• The management and operation of the daily auction where the BTA auctioneering team sell 
the fish landed by the fleet directly to agents and representatives of the large fish processors, 
local fish merchants and local restaurateurs. This includes buyers from the EU who can buy 
direct and have their fish delivered by the following day. 

• A haulage operation that brings back catches to Brixham, collecting and transporting the catch 
from small ports around the south and south east coast of England. The service is used       
primarily by small boat owners with limited or no access to local markets. They want their 
catch to be sold at the daily auction, as they believe they will receive a better price for their 
fish. 

• When the trawlers arrive back at port our forklift trucks collect the catch from each vessel and 
transport it to refrigerated storage to await sorting and grading prior to the auction. 

• The catch is processed through our grading machines and separated into 35kg boxes by   
species and weight, labels are attached and the fish is iced and delivered to the auction floor.  

• BTA supply over 16,000,000 litres of fuel to vessels throughout the year, making Brixham the 
largest supplier of red diesel in the South West. All local skippers are provided with an       
electronic fuelling key to operate the 24/7 self-service refueling station. 

• A fish market needs ice, lots of ice. In 2015 BTA invested in new ice plant able to deliver 46 
tons of ice every day coupled with 30 tons of ice we keep in store. BTA can provide of up to 76 
tons of ice every 24 hours for use by trawlers, day boats, the buyers and the auction floor. 

• Thousands of fish boxes are used on the quayside every day to transport fish from the trawlers 
to the auction floor and out for delivery. These boxes need to be kept clean and BTA provide a 
steam cleaning service processing up to 300 boxes and hour. 

• To make life easier for skippers and boat owners BTA offer an 
accounting service where costs for services incurred are    
settled against the revenue earned from each catch. The net 
total is then paid within 24 hours of the fish being sold. 

BTA services continue to grow. Being the largest fish market in 
England means things never stand still. Revenue continues to     
increase with more boats and more fish coming to Brixham. BTA 
are using a large proportion of this revenue to invest in both new 
staff and machinery and will continue to look for ways to improve 
the services offered to its customers. 

Brixham Trawler Agents 
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Disclaimer Brixham Town Council is not responsible for any errors, omissions or alterations with 
regards to entries in this newsletter. The content, views and opinions of articles do not necessarily 
represent the views of Brixham Town Council or the editor. The accuracy of the content in this 
newsletter is not guaranteed. 

   

 The Brixham branch of the RBL will be selling poppies at their fundraising gazebo in Fore 
Street (outside Tesco) from the 6th November until the 11th. 

 For those marching in the parade, please muster by 10.20am and form up by 10:30am along 
Kings Quay / Southern Quay. Please keep to ONE side to allow members of the public to 
safely pass along the harbour side.  

 The parade will start at approximately 10.40am.  

 Please assist the Parade Marshal by ensuring that you are in the correct zone and to march in 
columns of three.  

 The service starts at 10.55am at the War Memorial, Berry Head Road. 11:00am, 2 minutes      
silence 

 Following the service, the parade moves onto Fore Street at 11:45am for the Salute via Kings 
Street. The Parade will end at the top of Fore Street.  

 Please dress according to the weather conditions!  

 Hard copies of the Order of Service will be available on the day or you can download it from 
the Council’s website and social media pages.  

 Other dates for your diaries; Festival of Remembrance Service at St Mary’s Church, 8th       
November, 7:00pm start. 

 Saturday 11th November - a short service will be held at Churston Common starting at 
10:55am followed by the 2 minute silence at 11:00am. 

Remembrance 2023 - Sunday 12th November 
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  The Laywell Matthey Trust Limited   

The Trust was set up after the sale of Laywell House and grounds to award grants to the elderly or 
disabled living in the Brixham area.  

We know that some of the residents of Brixham have been wondering what has happened to the 
money from the sale; all the funds have been invested with an Investment Company and since then 
the six Trustees have been working extremely hard to get to the position we are now in. 

New rules were written for the Financial Conduct Association, (FCA) as we were no longer a Care 
Home business. We are still a Charitable Organisation, registered under the Co-operative and  
Community Benefit Societies Act 2014, Registration Number 14988R. 

The website www.laywellmattheytrust.co.uk is currently under construction and will be up and     
running shortly. It will contain more details about the Trust, its aims and objectives and the method 
for applying for grants. 

We feel that with so many organisations and Charities having regular contact with their members, 
elderly or disabled in the area, they would be 
in an ideal position to know of people who 
could be in need of help. These organisations 
could then apply on behalf of their members 
for a grant, as applications from individuals 
themselves will not be accepted.  

However, anyone who does not belong to any 
of the organisations could be pointed in the 
right direction by the Social Prescribers at 
their Doctor’s surgery or Citizens Advice. 

Look out for the website; 
www.laywellmattheytrust.co.uk for further    
details. 

 

http://www.laywellmattheytrust.co.uk/
http://www.laywellmattheytrust.co.uk/


24 

 

FISH&CHIPS 
64 Bolton Street, Brixham TQ5 9DH 

 
  Telephone: 01803 855771 or order online at www.davids-chippy.co.uk 

We now have an APP to download so you can order directly from your mobile 
phone 

We’re open 7 days a week! Home delivery available Friday & Saturday evenings. 

OCTOBER OFFER: Meat & Potato Pie, Chips, pot of Gravy - £6.99 

NOVEMBER OFFER: Jumbo Sausage, Chips, pot of Curry Sauce - £7.50 

DECEMBER OFFER: 10 Pieces of Wholetail Scampi, Chips, Tartare 

Sauce - £8.99 

 

Like us on Facebook to 

hear all our latest offers 

and news. 

Support Brixham 

 


